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These "Outlines" cover fourteen epistles. As tne approach to 
their study is conservative, all are listed as Pauline. The Intro¬ 
duction to each epistle deals with authorship, place, time and pur¬ 
pose. This gives opportunity for discussion of the liberal and con¬ 
servative views, and the evidence that is offered for each. 

Preimprisonwent, Post •Imprisonment and Pastorals seem to be an 
accepted arrangement of the Pauline epirtlw, This is quite an even 
distribution through the three quarters of the school year, if Romans 
is placed in the second quarter and Hebrews in the third. No attempt 
is made to arrange the epistles in chronological sequence within the 
three divisions. 

The procedure in each course is a verse by verse stud:/ of each 
letter in the light of its context. As a guide for such study a con¬ 
densed outline is given for each epistle, which is followed by an ex¬ 
panded outline. There is little benefit from a detailed study apart 

from a Inowledge of the plan and purpose of the author. Often a writer 1 s 

intention has been greatly distorted because of this neglect. Much 
misunderstanding and disagreement among Glirisiian interpreters has re¬ 
sulted because of a failure to agree on the thought of Paul in his att¬ 
empt to explain the great doctrines of Christianity. Peter says there 
were those in his day who were doing this very thing with the letters 
cf Paul then in circulation. Is it any wonder that we today find some 
difficulties, when those who x>rere contemporaries had this same problem. 

For those who are interested, there are great opportunities for 
discovering the mysteries of the plan of salvation that were so dear 
to this great apostle. Of first importance, therefore, is a thorough 
acquaintance with the letter under consideration. Commentories are of 
great value, but they cannot take the place of ones own interpretation 
and evaluation, and must not be used as a shortcut to our destination, 
or a substitute for personal, diligent application. 

It is always of importance to know something about the author of 
a work. When did he live? Where did he live? Why did he write? To 

get some of this information we shall go to the book of Acts, which is 

the only source, outside Paul's own letters, that can throw any light 
on the life of this man. In order to make a fair appraisal, however, 
we must wait until we have completed all his letters. 

To master Paul's theology, to comprehend his profound thinking on 
the questions of justification and sanctification is commendable and 
very desirable. To become intimately acquainted with this greatest 
Christian leader since Christ is a worthy ambition. Far superior to 
all of these is the desire to acquire that spirit of love and sacrifice, 
and that zeal that motivated this man of God to do and dare for the cause 

he believed to be right. If this is our aim in these courses it will be 

worth far more to us thai any academic credit we may receive. 
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COMPARATIVE (JiRONOLOGICAL OUTLINE FOR PAULINE STUDIES 

t, I>efore the Dariascus Experience. Zahn Ram- Har- Gil- Light- 

Acts 7 s58; 9:1-2; 22:3-9; 22:19-20; say nack bert foot 

Romans 7; II Cor. 11:22; Phil. 3: 

(Crucifixion of Jesus)- 30 30 29-30 30 

II. The Day of Damascus. Conversion and 
Commission. 

Acts 9:1-9; 22:6-16; 26:9-19; 

Gal, 1:13-16; Phil. 3:12; II Cor. 

t;6- 35 32 31 32 5u 

III, The Unrecorded Ministry. 

(A) In Arabia- 
Gal. 1:17- 

(B) In Damascus 

Acts 9:20-26; Gal. 1:17; II Cor. 

11:32,33. 

(C) First Visit to Jerusalem—Three 
Years after conversion. 

Gal. 1:18-19; Acts 9:26-29; 

Acts 22:17-21—. 36 3U 33 35 37 

(D) Campaigning in Syria and Cilicia 
Acts 9:20; Gal. 1:21-2 hi Acts 26:20; 
of Acts 15:23,hi. 

(L) A Year in Antioch with Barnabas 
Acts 11:25,26 

(F) Second Visit to Jerusalem- 
Famine Visit" 

Acts 11:30; 12:25- la US UU 1+U 15 

IV. First Missionary Campaign (With Barn¬ 
abas)--- 50-51 U6-U8 15 15-17 lo 

A visit to Qyprus; work opened in 
Antioch, in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, 

Derbe, etc. 

Acts chapters 13-lii 

V, The Battle for Gentile Freedom 

(A) Third visit to Jerusalem for the 

"Apostolic Council"---—— 52 50 16-17 18 51 

Acts 15:1-2U; 21:25; 16:1; Gal. 

2 : 1-10 

(E) Controversy with Peter at Antioch 
Gal. 2:11-21 
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VI. The Second Missionary Campaign (With 
Silas and Timothy) 

Acts 13:36-18:21--—— 

(A) Revisits churches founded on 
First Campaign 
Acts 16:1-6 

(d) Revisits Syria and Cilicia 
Acts 15:36-11 

(C) Work in Phrygia and Galatia 
Acts 16:6 

(D) The mission work extended to 
Europe 

Acts 16 *.7-10:22 

(1) In Macedonia, Philippi, Thessa- 
lonica Berea Acts 16:9-17:15 

(2) In Achain, Athens, Corinth 
Acts 17:16-18:1? 

(3) Eighteen Months Ministry in 
Corinth 

Acts 15:1-17———--- 

Writes I ar.d II Thessalonians 
(1) With Pricilla and Aquilla makes 
first visit to Ephesus 
Acts 18:10-21 

(3) Fourth visit to Jerusalem; re¬ 
turns to Antioch 
Acts 18:22 

¥11. The Third Missionary Campaign 

Acts 18:23-21:17-- 51 33-37 50 52-56 51 

(A) Follow-up work in Galatia and 
Phrygia 

Acts 18:23 

(B) The Three-Years-Ministry in 
Ephesus 

Acts 19:1-11; 20:31- 55-57 50-53 

(C) Complications with the Church at 
Corinth. Writes I Corinthians 

I Cor. 5:9; 16:18; II Cor. 13:1; 

12 : 11 *; 2 : 1 , 1 ; 7:8 

(D) Leaves Ephesus to meet Titus re¬ 
turning from Corinth 

Acts 20:1; II Cor. 2:12; 2:13-11; 

9:2-1; 7:5-7; Acts 20:2- 72 

(E) Revisits Macedonia; meets Titus 
Writes II Corinthians 

Acts 20:2; II Cor. 2:12,13 9:2-1 
7:5-7 

Writes Galations? 


Zalin Ram- Har- Gil- Light 
say nac: berk foot 

52 50-53 17-19 19-31 51 


53-51 51-53 18-50 
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Zahn Ram- Har- Gil- Light- 
say rack bert foot 


(F) Winters in Corinth. Three 

Months- 57-58 56-5? 53-5't 

Acts 20:3 
Writes Romans 

(G) Up in Jerusalem with the "Col¬ 
lections" via Philippia, Troas, 

Miletus, etc. 

Acts 20:3-21; Romans 15:26 
(G) Fifth visit to Jerusalem 
Acts 21:15,17 

VIII. A prisoner for the Lord 

' Acts 21:18-28:31 

(A) Arrest and Imprisonment in 
Jerusalem 

Acts 21:18-23:30..— 58 

(B) A prisoner in Caesarea 

Acts 23:31; 26:32 
The coming of Festus 
Acts 26:27-- 60 

(C) Appeal to Caesar 
Acts 25:10-12; 26-32 

(D) Voyage to Rome 
Acts 27:1-25:16 

(F) A prisoner in Rome 

Acts 28:17-31- 6l 

Col. U:l8; Eph. U:l; Phil. 1:13; 

Philm. 1,9 

Writes the "Imprisonment letters" 

Col,, Eph., Phil., Philm., either 
from Caesarea or Rome 

IX. Possible Release and Further Missionary 
Campaigning, including visits to Ephesus. 

See (I Tim. 1:3-11; II Tim. 1:18); 

Macedonia (I Tim. 1:3) Miletus (II 
Tim. U:20); Troas (II Tim. I|.:13); 

Crete (Titus 1:5); Corinth (II Tim, 

U:20) 

Planned to winter at Nicopolis (Titus 
3:12) 

Writes I Timothy and Titus 

X. .Second Imprisonment and Martyd.on—-— 66-67 67 6/4. 65-68 67 

Writes II Timothy- 


57 5U 56 56 

58-59 

60-62 57 5 ? 61 







PAUL IN ACTS 

I. IDS OONVERSIOF. 9:1-30; 22:1-16; 26:1- 

n. Called Saul until his visit to Cyprus. 13:9 

B. Jewish and Greek names. 

C. First mentioned by Luke in Acts.*?:^; 8:1,3 

0. Journey to Damascus. 9:1,2 

1. At noon he was prostrated. 

F. Heard voice giving command, 

G. Blind three days. 

H. At the hone of Judas. 

I. Ananias 1 commission - "a chosen instrument." ‘A' 4 

J. Several days in Damascus in synagogues. 

K. The theme of his preaching. 9:20,22 

L. Went to Arabia. See iqyifty- AJL* pw 12fr. 3 y'*' i 

11, Escaped from Damascus. II Oor* 11:30*32 

N. In Jerusalem fifteen days. Of the disciples he saw only 

„f Peter and James. His purpose was to see Peter. 

O. Preached in Synagogue. 

P. Returned to his home in Tarsus. 

II. FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY. 13:l-ll:: 28 

A. Barnabas sent to Antioch by Jerusalem church. 11:22 

3. Barnabas went to Tarsus for Paul. 11:25 

C. A year spent at Antioch. 11:26 

D. Church at Antioch sent Paul, Barnabas and John Mark on 
first Journey. 13:2 John Mark Barnabas's cousin. Col. 1;:1Q 

E. At Qyprur; - Bar-Jesus and Sergius Paulus the Proconsul, 

F. John Mark left them at Perga. 

G. At Antaaate - In synagogue on Sabbath - Paul's sermon, w. l6-i*3 
Result w. U2-)49. Turning to Gentiles v. IR5. 

H. What is the meaning of the last part of verse >;8?* 

4 I. At Iconium . Remained here "a long time." Signs and wonders 
performed. Driven out. 

J. At hystra . The cripple healed. Paul stoned: mistaken for 
gods Zeus and Hermes. 

__ K. At Derbe . Preached and made many disciples. 

L-. Returned to Antioch. In Syria, Organized churches on the way. 

' tn chc'pt • /o '>i~ 

III. CHURCH OOUNtlL AT JERUSALEM. 15:1-35; Gal. 2:1-10 

A. The Doctrinal difficulty, w. 1,2 

B. This was probably fourteen years after Paul's conversion. Gal 2:1 

C. Paul, Barnabas and Peter went as delegates to the council, 

Paul took Titus. Gal 2:1 

D. Peter's speech, w. 7-11 

E. James, the chairman, made the decision, w. 13-21 

The letter sent to the church at Antioch by Paul, Barnabas, 

Judas and Silas who were prophets. 15:32 
G. Judas and Silas returned to Jerusalem. (According to codex 
"D", Judas alone returned to Jerusalem). 
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. sk ocaa aissicamg jouruey ib:33' - 18:22 

A. Dispute concerning John Mark. 

B. Paul and Silas. Barnabas and John Mark. 

3. At bystrab . Timothy 

D. Decision of Council delivered to churches. 

E. Through Phrygia and Galatia. 

F. At Troaa . A vision. t£ :< * 

G. "Ufiliikia* begin at 16:1C» Therefore Luke must have joins;.: 
them at Troas, 

H. At Philippic 16:11-bO 

1. Worship with women at river side. 

2. Lydia of Thytira was baptized, Paul made his residence there. 

3. The slave girl. 

4 . Imprisonment of Paul and Silas. Conversion of the jailed 
and his family. Their baptism. 

5. The embarrassment of the magistrates. 

I. At Thessalonica . 17:1-9 (End of "We" passages} 

1. In synagogue for three weeks. (Sabbaths) 

2. Preached Jesus the Christ. 

3. Home of Jason attacked. Before magistrates. 

J. At Bevaea. w. 10-1 £ 

1. Silas and Timothy remain at Beraea. 

2. Received word gladly. I Thess. 2:13; Acts 17:11 

K. At Athens , w. 16-3U T . ^ 11 ,<- 

1. Silas and Timothy remain at Beraea. u / es ■ 1 

2. A.ddress on Mars Hill. (Areopagus) w. 22-31 (T Cor. 2:l-f0 

L. At Corinth . A year and six months, 18:1-17 

1. Aquilla and Priscilla. 

2. Joined by Silas and Timothy. 

3. Paul declares intention to preach to Gentiles. 

U. At home of Justus. Conversion of Crispus, the ruler or 
synagogue. 

Paul's vision. 

6. Paul before Gallio. Sosthenes beaten. 

7. At Cenchreae—A vow. v. 18 

8. Aquilla and Priscilla go to Ephesus with Paul, 

M. Return to Antioch. 
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THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY 18:23 - 21:1b 

A. Through regions of Galatia and Phrygia. 

C. Disciples of John Baptist at Ephesus. Tongues, 19:1-? ^ 

B. at Ephesus, 19:8-bl 


1. In synagogue. Three months, 

2. In hall of Ty rannus—Two years. All residents of Asia 
heard gospel. 70 - 3 ) rhre* •years 

3. Extraordinary miracles by Paul. Seven sons of Sceva, the 
high priest. 
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4. Burning of the books of magic. 

5. Timothy and Erastus sent to Macedonia. 

6. Demetrius the silversmith and the riot. 

7. Alexander the Jew. 

K. Paul goes to Greece* Three months. 

F. Came to Philippi .. "We 11 passages resumed* 

C-. At Xroas *Eutychis. Saturday night meeting. 

H. At '*‘ttiUf -> Piet believers from Ephesus. Warning concerning 
coming events in the Christian church. 

VI. ARREST AMD TRIAL.' 21:15-26 

A. At Jerusalem. Paul's arrest in the temple. Seen with 
Trophimus. 

13. Rescued by Claudius Lysius. 

C. His defense in Hebrew. Chapter 22:1-21 

D. Paul before the council. His strategy. 

E. Paul's vision that night. To testify at Rome. 

F. The plot against Paul. w. 12-15 

G. Saved by his nephew. 

H. Paul sent to Caesarea. His escort, w. 23,2U 

I. Letter of Claudius to Governor Felix. 

J. Paul's defense before Felix. 

1. Ananias and Tertullus. 

2. Tertullus accusation. 2l<.:2-9 

3. Paul's reply. 2^:10-21 
h. Felix postpones judgment. 

5. Paul in prison at Caesarea two years, 

6. Felix and Drusilla (a Jewess) interview Paul. 

K. Paul before Festus. 

1. Festus succeeds Felix. 

2. Festus refuses Jews request to send Paul to Jerusalem 
for trial. 

3. Paul faces accusers from Jerusalem. His defense and 
appeal to Caesar. 25;3-12 

L. Paul before Agrippa and Bernice. 26:1-23 

1. His appeal to Agrippa 

2. Agrippa's appraisal of Paul. 26:31 

VII. THE TRIP TO ROME 27:1-28:31 

A. Sailed from Caesarea. 

B. Shipvrreck. Paul's vision. Fourteen days. Malta, 

C. Miracles at Malta. 

D. Three months. 

E. Paul meets with Jewish leaders in Rome. 

F. Continued to preach during this period. 

G. Given lodgings in Rome. Two years at own expense. 
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I CORINTHIANS 


Introduction 


Corinth was a great city in southern Greece. In lUo B.C. it was 
burned by the Romans because oi rebellion. In bu B.C. it was rebuilt 
by Julius Caesar because of its strategic geographical location for 
commercial purposes. Its population was made up largely of freed 
slaves. Many pagan cults were carried on in the city. The religious 
activities of some of the cults were characterized by drunkeness and 
immorality. Aphrodite, the goddess of love, was the patron deity of 
the city. 

On his second journey Paul came to this city. He found Aquilla 
and Pricilla here, and because they were of the same occupation they 
soon became congenial companions. Shortly after Paul's arrival in Cor¬ 
inth he was joined by Timothy and Silas who had come from Macedonia. 

From that time onward Paul seemed to have become more earnest in his 
missionary zeal, and this in turn aroused the opposition of the Corin¬ 
thian Jews, who drove him out of the Synagogue, where he had been, preach¬ 
ing. Not satisfied with this, they sought judgment against him before 
iallio. Their failure here (Acts 10:12-17) only increased Paul’s in¬ 
fluence with the Gentiles. 

At the end of eighteen months a flourishing Christian community 
had been established. Paul now planned a visit to Jerusalem and stop¬ 
ped at Ephesus for a brief visit. Here he left Aquilla and Priscilla. 

The membership of the church consisted largely of Gentiles. To them 
Paul, wrote: "Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto those 
dumb idols, even as ye were lei." (I Cor. 12:2) 

Sometime after Paul’s departure from Ephesus on his second jour¬ 
ney, Apolios, an Alexandrian Jew, who had previously become a disciple 
of John the Baptist, came to Ephesus and was instructed in the Christ¬ 
ian way by Aquilla and Priscilla. Before Paul had come to Ephesus again 
on his third journey, Apolios had left Ephesus for Corinth. His presence 
there accounts for one of the four factions that later arose, and for 
which he and the other leaders had no responsibility. 

Near the close of Paul’s three-year service in Ephesus he received 
the news by letter and by a messenger that there was trouble in the Cor¬ 
inthian church. Judaizers had arrived and stirred up trouble. The 
church was divided by factions. Immorality was common. Confusion ex¬ 
isted in the church assembly. The purpose of Paul's writing seems to 
have been twofold: He wished to correct disorders in the church, and 
at the same time to answer the questions propounded to him concerning 
personal conduct, family relations, etc. 
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from I Cor. 5:9 it is evident that there was a letter previous to 
this one. The nature of this letter is evident from the statement urg>- 
ing them not to associate with fornicators. Some believe that a part 
of this letter at least is found in H Cor. 6:lii7:l. A careful read¬ 
ing of this passage might justify such a conclusion, if one does not in¬ 
sist on the unity of the Corinthian correspondences. 

It is also obvious from I Cor. 7:1 that Paul received a letter from 
this church before he had written the first canonical Corinthian letter. 
In Acts there is record of but two visits to Corinth, but from II Ccr. 
2:1; 12: Hi} and 13:1 we learn of another visit. Whatever the cause or 
nature of his visit, we know it was in sorrow. As a result of tliis 
visit he writes them a "sorrowful letter" in which he gives them severe 
rebukes. (II Cor. 2:1-11, and 7:8). This letter, too, has not been pre¬ 
served, unless it is found in II Cor, 10:l-13jlii, as many scholars now 
believe. 
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Condensed Outline 


I. INTRODUCTION 1:1-9 

II. DISCIPLINE AND CORRECTION 1:10-6:20 

A. Discussion and condemnation of factions and 
factionalism. 1:10 - 1*:21 

1. Statement of reported conditions. 1:10-13 

2, Four arguments against Factionalism. 1:13-la:21 

B. Reported laxity of morals and discipline. 5:1-6:20 

1. A case of most revolting incest—the offender's 
expulsion demanded. 5:1-13 

2. Disputes carried into heathen courts instead of 
being settled as by brethren. 6:1-11 

3. Fornication condemned as a sin against Christ. 6:12-20 

III. INSTRUCTIONS: Discussion of a number of subjects in reply 

to inquiries made by the Church of Corinth in a letter 
carried probably be Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus. 

(I Cor. 16:17); 7:1-16:1 

A. Discussion concerning marriage and related subjects. 

7 : 1 - 1*0 

B. Discussion concerning Christians eating idol-meat, 
involving the larger question of Christian liberty— 

THE LAW OF CHRISTIAN CONDUCT. 8:1-11:1 

C. Discussion concerning abuses and disorders ir the public 
services—PMCING THE CAUSE FIRST. 11:2-31* 

D. Discussion concerning spiritual gifts—their use and 
abuse. 12:1-11*: 1*0 

E. Discussion concerning the RESURRECTION. 15:1-58 

F. Discussion concerning the collection. 16:1-1* 

IV. 'CON CLUS ION 16:5-2l* 

A. Personal matters. 16:5-18 

B. Closing salutation. 16:19-21; 

THE FOUR ARGUMENTS AGAINST FACTIONALISM/ 1:13-1:21 

1. l:13-17a. Factionalism is to be condemned because it gives 
to the apostles, who are only Christ’s servants, the place 
and prominence which Christ alone should have. 

2. l:17b-2:5» Secondly, because it has considered the apostles 
as teachers of philosophy, whereas they are really preachers 
of the cross. 

3. 2:6-3:!*. Thirdly, because it unfits them to perceive and 
understand the real character of the preaching of the cross, 
which is a divine revelation, not a so-called "Wisdom" of the 
world. It is the greatest, truest wisdom to those who can 
appreciate it, but this only the initiated can do, that is, 
those who have the Spirit; it is "spiritualty discerned." 
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u. 3:5-4:21. Again, because it has regarded the apostles as 
rivals while they are in fact fellow-workers under Christ 
from whom alone they can expect reward; and in this same 
connection, factionalism is to be condemned because in 
putting one leader against another it has tempted to cen¬ 
soriousness and unbrotherly judgment. 
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IHTRODU GTION 1:1-9 

(A) The Sosthenes here mentioned could be tne same as in 
Acts 18:17. 

(c) Believers called "saints." 

(C) This church had all the "rifts." 

(D) They were waiting the "revealing" of Jesus. (See II Thess. I:? 
DISCIPLINE AND CORRECTION 1:10 - 6:20 

(A) Discussion and condemnation of factions. 1:1C-U:21 

1 . Statement of reported conditions. 1:10-13 

a. Paul’s appeal for unity. 

b. Chloe's report of conditions. (./o I 4 6%^ 

c. The four factions. Paul , Apollos , Cephus and Christ . 

2. Four arguments against Factionalism. 1:13-U*21 

a. Gives apostles place of prominence which belongs 
only to Christ. l:13-l?a. 

b. Considers Apostles teachers of philosophy. They 

are preachers of the gospel. 1:18-2:5* m 

c. Unfits them to understand the real character of the 
cross-spiritual things spiritually discerned. 2:6-3 :u. 

d. Regards apostles as rivals when they are fellow- 

workers. 3’5-l4.:21 t/M- /*7 - ' ,x /5 ' 

(B) Reported laxity of morals and discipline. 5 : 1-6:20 
1. Case of incest. 5’1-13 

a. Its revolting nature-not heard among the heathen. 

b. Their arrogance reproved, 

c. Offender to be disfellowshipped. 

d. Paul demands his immediate removal. 

e. This he terms "delivering him to Satan." 

f. This laxness will permeate the whole church. He 
must be put out. v. 3 

g. The former letter concerning association with 
immoral men. v.9 

h. Could part of this letter be found in II Cor. 

i. This forbidden association Paul mesns to be within 
the church. It concerns brethren, w. 10,11 

j. They are forbidden to eat with such. 

k. This prohibition probably concerns the Lord’s Supper 
only. 

l. This conclusion .justified by Paul’s declaration that 
the church judges only its own members. 
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Dui-peies carried inir heathen courts. 6:1-11 

a. .hristians and litigation. 

b. The argument against it: 

(1) Saints to judge the world and Angels. 

(2) Local matters should be trivial by comparison. 

(3) Why bring such cases before judges who arc? not 
in high esteem? 

c. Where is their leadership? 

d. It would be better to suffer personal loss. 

e. There is dishonesty among the brethren. 

f. Unrighteousness can never enter heaven. 

g. Examples of what they were before conversion: 

(1) Immoral (3) Thieves 

(2) Idolaters (6) Drunkards 

(3) Adulterers (7) Robbers 

(H) Homosexuals 

H. Now they are justified and consecrated by Jesus Christ 
and the Spirit. 


3. Fornication condemned as a sin against Christ, 6:12-20 

a. Paul quotes the proverb - "All things are lawful for me 

b. All things may not be helpful. 

c. Paul denies promiscuity. 

d. The principle of sexual othics - Body undefiled. 

e. Body - the temple of God’s Spirit 

f. We are purchased by Christ - not our own. 


III. INSTRUCTIONS: DISCUSSION OF A NUMBER OF SUBJECTS IN REPLY TO IN¬ 
QUIRIES BY THE CHURCH AT CORINTH. 7:1 - l6:i| 


A. Concerning marriage and related subjects. 7:1-2+0 

1. Advice to the married - Sexual ethics, 7:1-8 

a. This is in response to inquiries in a letter received 
from them and is Paxil’s advice. 

b. Continency advised, w. 1,29 

c. If this is impossible, Christian moderation demanded. 

d. Mutual respect. 

e. No specific command, but counsel offered. 

f. Married to remain in that state, w, 10,11 

2. Advice to the unmarried. 7:8-11 

a. Paul has no command from God, 7:29 

b. Better to remain as he is, a celibate. 

c. If circumstances prevent, then marriage is honorable. 
v. 28 

d. Why does Paul offer this counsel on the marriage ques¬ 
tion? w. 29, 29, 31 
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3. Obligations c>.f the believing spouse, 7: 12-16 

a. This is Paul's advice, 

b. Unbelieving spouse should not be divorced. 

c. One is consecrated through the other. 

d. If unbelieving spouse wishes to separate, believer 
is not bound. 

e. There are possibilities of Christian service in the 
marriage relation, 

U. Mo change to be sought. ?:17-2U 

a. Remain in same state as you were when you became a 
Christian. 

b. A general rule in all Paul's churches. 

c. Not a question of external rites, but doing God's 

will. 

d. If a slave, do not let it trouble you. 

e. If freedom offered, accept it. 

f. A slave is free in Christ. 

g. All Christians become slaves for Christ. 

5. Advantages of celibaoy. 7*32-35 

a. Unmarried free from home responsibilities, free to 
serve the Lord. 

b. Married have interests divided. 


6. Duty of father to his daughter or 
Duty of man to his betrothed. 1: 36-38 

a. If she marries, it is no sin. 

b. If she remains unmarried, this is desirable. 

7. Concerning widows. 7:39-UO 

a. If husband dead, she may marry. 

b. The marriage must be to a Christian 

c. Paul's advice would be to remain a widow. 

d. He thinks this advice is approved of Gcd, 
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Discussion concerning Christians eating idol-meat, in¬ 
volving the l argo qi wa* Jtuu QgtaMggs IjBggrtfe The 

Law of Qiristian conduct . 8:1; 11:1 

1. General principles. 8:1-6 
a. Knowledge vs. Love 

1. We all have knowledge 

2. Knowledge puffs up 

3. Love builds up 

In No one has full knowledge 
5. One who loves God is known by Him 
fb. An idol has no real existance. 

(_ c% There is only one God who created all. 

/if 
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use of knowledge governed by love. Q:7~i3 
Not all have the required knowledge. 

Some consider eating food offered to idols as 
idolatry. 

These have weak consciences. 

Food does not commend us to God, does not affect 
our standing with God. 

(1) If we eat we are not better off. 

(2) If we do not eat we are no worse off. 

This liberty must not be abused. 

It could be stumbling-block to some. 

Another one who is weak may be influenced to 
violate his conscience. 

A man of knowledge may eat meat offered to idols. 

This is a sin against a brotha* and also against Christ. 
Paul resolves never consciously to cause his brettiren 
to fall. 


3. Paul’s personal rights as an apostle. 9s 1—3JU 

a. His claims to apostleship. w. 1,2 

(1) Saw the Lord, (at Damascus) 

(2) Converts at Corinth are evidence. 

b. His rights as an apostle, w. 3-6 

(1) To support by church. 

(2) To be accompanied by wife, as were Peter and James. 

c. His arguments for support: 

(1) Rational a r gu m en t s . 9:7-12 

(a) A soldier does not pay his expense. 

(b) Vine dressers eat the fruit. 

(c) Herdsmen have milk from the herd. 

(d) Plowman 

(e) Thresher 

(f) Moses wrote that an ox who treads out grain 
should not be muzzled. (See Deut. 2^zb> 

I Tim. 5:10; Luke 10:?) 

(2) Bcclestiastical argument 9*13,lii 

(a) The priests and levites were supported 

by temple. a/ g.v/ >6 fl/1236 

(b) Christian ministers should be supported by 
church, v. li; 

d. Reasons for not using his rights. 9i 15-23 

(1) He would rather die than be deprived of his rights 
to boast. His ourpose is evident in II Cor. 11:7-13 

(2) He was called of God to preach. 

(3) He is concerned about the reward which comes 
through willing service. 

(ii) His reward is to make the gospel free. 

(5) Made himself a slave that he might win more. 

(a) To Jews, became a Jew. 

(b) To Gentiles, became a Gentile. 

(c) To the weak, became weak. A 

(6) He did all tnis that he might share the blessings 
of the gospel. 
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e. He makes certain hi.' reward. 

(1) Does not run aimlessly. 

(2) Subdues his booty, 

li. Warning against over confidences. 10:1-13 

Paul has been dealing with danger to neighbors, now 
he is dealing with danger to individuals. 

a. From the old Testament. 

(1) Israel had great advantages. 

(2) They were led through the Sea by Christ, who 
followed them on their journey. 

(3) This did not free them from punishment. They 
were over-thrown in the wilderness. 

(U) Their punishment to be a warning to us against 
committing the same sins - idolatry and immor¬ 
ality. 

(a) Twenty-four thousand were destroyed in one day. 

Num. 25 iSt 

(b) Many were bitten by serpents. Nurru l6:ifL,ii9 

b. Application to us, 

(1) The above experiences were recorded in the Old 
Testament for our learning - expecially those 
who live in the last days. 

(2) God won't permit us to be tempted above our 
ability to resist. 

(3) However, we must not be overconfident of our own 
strength. 

5. Discussion of Idol Offerings resumede* 10:11;-11:1 

a. The Lord's supper. 10:lB-22 

(1) The wine symbolizes the blood of Christ. 

(2) The bread symbolizes the body of Christ. 

(3) To the Jews partaking of the sacrifice was union 
with God. 

(U) By analogy eating things offered to idols is union 
with false Gods. 

(5) One cannot partake of both tables. 

b. Practical directions. 10:23-11:1 

(1) Paul repeats "All things are lawful" (See 6:12) 

(2) There must be subserviance of liberty to brotherly 
love. 

(a) One must consider the interests of others. 

(b) No question on ground of conscience raised con¬ 
cerning food bought at temple market. 

(c) Raise no question concerning food at home of 
unbeliever whose hospitality you have 
thoughtfully accepted. 

(d) If, however, one of the "weak brethren" (sea 

informs you the meat has been offered 
to idols, do not eat it—for his sake. 

(e) One cannot be denounced for eating what he 
conscientiously asks God to bless. 
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(3) Give mo offense. 10:31 11:1 

(a) Do all to the Glory of God. 

(b) Give no offense to - (1) Jew, (2) Greek, 

(3) Church. 

(c) Paul sought not his own advantage, but good 
of others. 


Discussion concerning abuses and disorders in religioua 
gatherings. Placing the cause first. 11:2-3U 
1, Rules for men and women. 11:1-16 

a. Head of every man is- Christ. - 

b. Head- of every woman is her husband. 

c. He a d of Christ is Stori. 

d. Men must uncover their heads in worship. 

e. Women must cover their heads when they worship. 

f. If woman has head uncovered she may as well have 
her hair cut off, which, of course, is a disgrace. 

g. Woman made for man. Han is born of woman. Not 
mutually exclusive. 

h. She should tjear a veil because of the angels. 

i. Nature teaches that a man should cut his hair and a 
woman should not cut hers. It is her covering. 

j. This is the rule in all the churches. 


D. 


The Eucharist. 11:17-22 

a. Unfortunate conditions at the Lord’s Supper. 

b. Divisions among them. This may prove helpful in dis¬ 
tinguishing the genuine Christians. 

c. Lord’s Supper not to be confused with a regular meal 
or tne agape. 

d. Disgraceful conduct insues—some because intoxicated. 

e. Those who could afford it had an abundance of food at 
such occasions and the poor had little, and were humi¬ 
liated, 

f. Instructions concerning the conduct of the communion 
service. 

g. This memorial to be continued until Christ's return. 

h. To partake unworthily is to be guilty of the body- and 
blood of Jesus. 

i. Carelessness here has resulted in the ill health of 
many and the untimely death of some. 

j. One should wait for the other when partaking of the 
emblems. 

k. The regular meal should be eaten at home, and not assoc 
ated with this special service. 


Discussion ooooarning spiritual gifts - their use and abuse 

1. Their distribution. 12:1-31 

a. Paul's purpose is to give correct information concern¬ 
ing this important current question in the Corinthian 
church. 



b. 

c. 

d. 


e. 

f. 

g. 


3 • 


,'i'hev were formerly CVntiles. 

The spirit ne^er leads one to cur 3 o Christ. 

There are a variety of gifts in the church - ail from 
the spirit: 

(3.) Wisdom (U) Miracles (?) Interpretation 

(2) Knowledge (5) Prophecy of Tongues 

(3) Faith (6) Discerning of gifts 

These are unified in one body - the church, just as the 
members of the human bod-*’- are unified. 

The spirit is no respecter of persons. He is given to 
all. 

This is re-emphasized by the illustration of the 
harmonious working of the various organs of the body. 

(1) The foot does not chan'e its relation to the body 
as a whole because it is not a hand. 

(2) If the body were United to the function of but one 
organ - the ear for instance - what would happen? 

(3) It is God who has determined the function of each 
organ of the body. 

THis lesson is applied, to the church which is the body 
of Christ'. 


Paul gives another list of the "members" 
Christ. 


(l) Apostles 

(5) 

(2) Prophets 

(6) 

(3) Miracles 

(7) 

(U) Teachers 

(C) 

Mo one person 

possesses 


Helpers 

Healers 

Admonition 

Tongues 

all these gifts. 


of the 


bodv 


Ol 


2 . 


A digression on LOVE. 13:1-13 
a. Its excellence. 13:1-7 

(1) If one had the tongue of men and angels he would 
be as sounding brass and tinkling symbols without 
LOVF;. 


( 2 ) 

(3) 

(U) 


If one excelled on prophecy, knowledge and faith, 
he would be nothing without LOVE. 

Supreme self sacrifice cannot take the place of 


LOVE. 

Its distinguishing characteristics: 
positively. 

(a) Patient 

(b) Kind 

(c) Bears all tilings 
Negatively. It is never: 

(a) Jealous 

(b) Boastful 

(c) Arrogant 

(d) Rude 


(d) 

Believes 

(e) 

Hopes 

(f) 

Endures 

(e) 

Selfish 

(f) 

Irritable 

(g) 

Resentful 
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'r . Contrast with other gifts. 13:3-13 

(1) It new.; er ds - ns proohcov an' 1 tongues 'dll ord. 

(2) Knowledge is imperfect no u 

(3) Our present state is compared to a child - later 
we shall understand perfectly. 

(h) Compared with faith and hope, LOVE in the greatest. 

The gift nf tnipiM angna prophesy. lL:l-30 

a. The superiority of prophecy. 14:1-3 

(1) Love to be the first aim. 

(2) Prophecy most to be desired of all the gifts. 

(3) Mo one understands the one who speaks in a tongue. 

He talks to God alone. 

(U) One who prophesies speaks to men ITor their edifi¬ 
cation, 

{9) The one who speaks in ton - ues edi’ics no one hut 

himself. 

(6) Paul's preference for them is the gift of prophesy, 
the tongues have no interpretation. 

b. Tongues require interpretation. 1.3:6-19 

(1) do benefit from tongues unless tr.ov teach somethin > 

(2) This made evident by illustration of musical in¬ 
struments . 

(3) Unintelligible speech in tongues cause?* sir dim 

confusion. 

(li) In which case the one speakin" and tho se listening 
are foreign each to the other. 

(3) The purpose in am case should be the buildic • up 
of the church. 

(6) One who has the gift of tongues should pray for 
power to interpret. 

(7) If one prays only in the spirit, ho T may others 
unite in his prayer Intelligently? 

(P) Paul excelled in this gift. 

(9) The advantages to the church of intelligible 

speaking over uninterpreted tongues is two thousand 
times greater. 

c. Functions of these gifts, 13:20-2.3 

(1) The church should think maturely of this natter. 

(2) The Old Testament predicted a stupid attitude for 
the church. 

(3) Tongues are a sign for unbelievers. 

Prophecy is a sign for believers. 

a. Rules to govern this use of tongues and oropheev in. 
the church, l'j;2 3—33 

(1) rFhen each has something to contribute to the 
service, let all remember to do it orderly. 

(2) Only three should speak in tongues at one service - 
and that only when there is an interpreter. 

(3) Ho interpreter - no tongue. Let him speak to God 
and himself, but not in public. 



{1} Three prophets only at one service. The rest 

■-•houlo listen c..vi jud-w the value of the message. 

(5) One who has a revelation is to be giver, precedenc 

(6) A true prophet ..'ill not contradict what other 
prophets have said. Qod does not confuse. 

e. The necessity of order. 

(l) It is a general rule that the women ho silent i.-» 
the churches. 

(?) The Corinthian church is to he no exception to 
this rule. 

(3) The individual who ignores this instruction fror. 
the Lord is not to be recognized as a lea ,'er by 
his fellow believer^. 


Di cession conc er n ing the ft aavrr g cti-on* 1.3:1-36 


a. Paul reminds the;;, of the nature of the gospel he 
preached to them and admonishes steadfastness. 

b. He preached the death., burial and resurrection oh 
Jesus. 


2 . 
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a. file resTErrect-fcarr was attests* 

(1) Cephus 

W LtF'-B 

(U) 

James 

(2) The twelve 

(3) 

All the apostles 

(3) Five hundred at ore tine 

(6) 

Lust of ail to Paul- 


Least of apes ties, 
because he per ,; i.::v 
the church. 


i'hfe : 12-1.9 

a. Some were disputiir the resurrection. 

b. How could they consistently do tnis in i ho lijht of 
Christ's attested resurrection? 

c. Kingdom given by Christ to the Father at the end. 

d. Christ will destroy all enemies. The last is death. 

e. Having put all in subjection to the Father, Ohrirt 
himself becomes subject, to God. 

PrsK:tical faith. l3:29-3U 

a. If this is not true why are people "baptized for che 
dea' 1 ." "On behalf of the dead." R.S.V. 

h. Or why am I jepordizing mg life continuaH'* - if tnis i 
not the truth about Gcu .and Christ. 


c. Do not oe deceived by such popular catch phrases as 
"Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die." 

The mode of the resurrection. l3:33-hU 

a. Vihat is the nature of the resurrection? 

b. Death proceeds life - this is the lesson in nature. 
e. The illustration of the sown grain: 

(1) The seed you sow is not the seed you harvest. 

(2) Each kind of seed produced like plant. 
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d. Different kinds of bodies: 

(1) Celestial 

(a) sun 

(b) moon 

(c) stars 

(2) Terrestrial 
(a) physical 

(3) Spiritual 

e. In resurrection the .by si cal becomes spiritual. 

Adam a man. Christ a life—givin°- spirit. 

f. This change from ccrupoable to incorruptaMe 
is a mvsterv. It is accomplished in an instant 
in the last day at the resurrection. 

if'. Discussion concerning collection for the no or at Jerusalem'. 

16 : 1 -U 

1. Offering to be set aside each first day. 

2. Tiie church to delegate men to accompany Paul on his way 
to Jerusalem. 

IV. OOOLUoIOi'!. I6r$*gk ’ 

Personal matters l6:p-l° 

1. He intends to pass t;«ro , y;h • acedonia on may bo Corinth. 

2. He will spend the winter rith them. 

3. He will remain in Ephesus until after Pentecost, 
i;. On ortunities and difficulties in. Ephesus. 

Timothy is on his wa” there. 

6 . Plea for friendly reception of Timothy. 

7. Appollos choses to remain with him in Ephesus. 

8. Admonishes respect for the experienced leaders. Prominent 
amonc whom is Stephanus. 

9. Thankful for visit of the three men thev sent to him. 

B. Closing salutation. 16:19-21; 

1. Aquilla and Priscilla send greetings, also the church 
which meets in their home. 

2. Saints greeted with kiss, 

3. Paul adds a postscript calling for the anathema of any 
who lack love. The Lord is coming. 
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ti corpthiahs 
iniroducticu: 


Paul had sent Timothy ahead to Corinth (Acts 19s22) before he not 


t’u? first canonical letter, but he lid not expect him to reach there un¬ 
til after the- letter had arrived. (1 Cor, UilTj 16:10) Proba-ly Titus 
was the bearer of this first letter. Apollos decided not to go. 

I Cor. 16:12. 

At the close of his Ephesian ministry Paul left for Treat., v/her-.- 
he expected to meet Titus on his way home from Corinth with news of 
the reception of the first letter, when he was net found there, rani 
would not remain even though there was a good opportunity to carry on 
gospel work in that city. He crossed the Aegean sea to Macedonia by 
the arrival of Titus and the good news he brought of their attitude to¬ 
ward him and the gospel he preached. 

It- is. fttvfc. JaftflMfrv jiiiaV where in llaftedflftia- Paul. wwofce. this seeded 
letter, bat ft was evidte c t tr~written shortly after he met Titus. Some 
think Titus returned to Ephesus fro: i Iris trip to Corinth with the first 
letter and as his report was not too favorable, Paul then' rote the 
"painful letter" and sent it by the same messenger. (10:1, 13:10) 

The second canonical letter was sent by Titus accompanied by tire 
others. (0:18-22) One of these is referred to as "the brother who is 
famous among all the churches for iris preaching of the gospel." An 
earl-- tradition says this was Luke. The "Vie" sections of Acts, how¬ 
ever, seem to indicate that Luke remained at Philippi, on the second 
journey, until he joined Paul on his way to Jerusalem on the third 
journey. ‘Jho the third member va< , we have no way of knowin . Of him 
Paul says he was tested, and proved true, and had a great interest in 
Corinth ( :22). Could this be Apollos or Sosthenes? 

Timothy has returned from Achaia iThere Paul had sent. him. (I Ccr. 
Uhl?), for ha ia included in the salutation of tfato letter . It seers 
a bit strange that Paul never attributes any knowledge concerning the 
Corinthians to Timothy but always to Titus. Some conjecture from this 
that Timothy failed to carry out Paul's request and visited only in 
Macedonia. This conclusion is hardly justified by the absence of Paul' 
reference to Timothy. 


Most of the 


church had submitted but there was a difference of opinion concerning 
one who had been excommunicated. Even though he had repented they 
-wore unwilling to reinstate him. Haa^-thar—tfcwW wfl* f&o b lawi Iia #' |jm - 


(Ul6»l8) arrogance, (1:2U) and artfulness (12:6). They criticized 
bia veakneae and personal appearance. (10:10). 
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■ h\ The purpose of the letter seems to be three fold: (l) to commend 

•■.lioae la t at ahurahJs4ia.M«BBr«bwdient to the divine coiraviends. (2) to 
answer charges against Ills claims to apostleship, and his sincerity 
and service, (3) to give further instruction concerning the colic-cLions 
to be gathered for the poor in Jerusalem. In these three objectives he 
hoped to prepare the church for his coming so his services might be 
fruitful among them. In order to accomplish what he desires for them 
• i. : the church he must convince them of his divine call. This is- the 
real purpose of th6 letter which accounts foi so much being devoted to 
his personal qualifications and fitness for leadership in the gospel 
ministry. It might be said that everything else in the letter is sub¬ 
ordinate to the main purpose. 

If, however, we consider chapters 10-13 part of the third or 
"painful letter” the purpose would not be the same, as only the first 
nine chapters could be considered as the second canonical letter. In 
favor of this view it may be said that these chapters ( 10 - 13 ) seem out 
of place after Paul's declaration of the comfort he had received from 
Titus' report of their longing to see him, and their zeal for him. If 
this is so, why does he find it necessary to set forth his credentials 
at such length? 

From II Cor. 2:1, 12 : 114 ., and 13:X we learn that Paul. made, a visit 
to Corinth not recorded in Acts. Evidently this visit did not bring 
the desired results, so Paul writes his letter oi rebuke, which would 
be the third, and just preceeding the canonical second letter. 
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Condensed Outline 


I. Salutation*, Ch, 1:1,2 
II. Comfort in trouble* w. 3-7 
III. .Persecution and deliveranae. w. 8-11 
IV. His sincerity, vv. 12-11 
V. His personal, dftffiiaaa* 1:15-7:16 

A. He explains his delay. 1:15 - 2:17 

1. He is not fickle. 1:15-22 

2. His wish to spare them. 1:23, 2 :Lt 

3. Pardons the offender. 2:5-11 

in Thanksgiving for good news. 2:12-17 

B. He definds his assurance, Paul vs Judastic opponents 
3:1 - 5:10 

1. They are his commendation. 3:1-3 

2. Excellence of new lav;. 3:U-H 

3. The veil is taken away. 3:12 - U:6 
in His frailty and support. U:7 - 18 

5. Reward after death. 5:1-10 

C. He defends his sincerity. 5:11 - 7:1 

1. His labor for God and souls. 5:11-19 

2. Ambassadors for Christ, 5:20 - 6:13 

3. Avoid marriage with unbelievers. 6:lij -7:1 

D. He defends his previous letter 

1. Love for Corinthians. 7:2-7 

2. Their repentance. 7:8-16 


VI. The collection for the poor Christians in Jerusalem 8:1 - ?:13 

1. Example of the Macedonians. 8:1-6 

2. Exhortations 8:7-21; 

3. The collection to be made promptly, 
in Exhortations to generosity. 9:6-15 


VII. 


PauL dbBfaocfae hfey a p wtttm i teip" JbDi I - 13:10 * 

1. His authority, 10:1-18 

2. He preached. 11:1-15 

3. His ministry of I vbor and sufferings. 
In His revelations. 12:1-6 

5. His infirmities. 12:7-10 

6. Forced to boast, 12:11-13 

7. His third visit. 12:lU-21 

8. '.'arnings, 13 : 1-10 


11:16-33 


VIII. Conclusion 13:11-13 
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Expanded OutIjne 

I. Salutation- 1:1,2 

A, Paul and Timothy 

B. To church at Corinth and all churches in Acnaia. 

II, Goo gives comfort in trottble . w, 3^ 

A. God comforts that it may be shared 

B. This is true also of suffering. 

C. Both sufferings and comfort have mutual benefits for 
leaders and church members. 

III. Experiences in. Asia and results , o-M 

A, Despaired of life - expected death sentence. 

B, Because of their trust, God delivered, them. 

C, Requests prayers of Corinthians. 

IV. His sincerity , w. 12~li<‘ 

A. Clear conscience concerning personal behavior towards them 
and the world. 

B. His messages are clear and understandable. 

V. His personal defence.. lrlB - Itlk- 

A. Explains his delay in coming to Corinth. 1:15 - 2:17 

1. Denies charge he is fickle, w. 15-22 

a. His plan was to visit them before wilting. To 
make two visits. 

b. He does not plan to break a promise. 

c. As God is honorable, so should all Christians 
be. He is not vacillating. 

d. He seeks his commission from Cod. 

2. He wishes to spare then. 1:23 - 2 sii 

a. He refrained to come to Corinth in order to spare them. 

b. He hesitates to make another painful visit to Corinth. 

c. His purpose in writing as he did is for their benefit. 

3. He pardons the offender. 2:5-11 

a. The one who offended Paul offended all. 

b. The punishment given has been effective. It is 
enough. 

c. He should be reinstated. 

d. Paul will concur in their forgiving spirit. 
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Thanks.'ivinr for good newr. 2:12-17 

a. Left premising prospects in Troas because he had not 
heard .from Titus. 

b. Thanks God for the news he later received from him 
concerning them, (see 7:5-10) 

c. Comments on the fearful responsibility of Christian 
influence. 


B. He defends his assurance against his judaistic opponents. 
3tl - 5*10 

1, They are his commendation. 3:1-3 

a. They are his converts. Surely he needs no letter of 
commendation to them. 






O 
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b. Their lives should recommend the gospel. 

c. Their lives not their profession or legalism should 
witness. 

ftoirl 3 3 / 

The new covenant versus the old. 3:U-11 / fo** ,H 

a. The sign of the new convenant is in the life. 

b. He takes no credit for results of the gospel in 
the lives of Christians. 

c. New covenant not based on a written code, but on 
the spirit. The former kills, but the latter gives 
life. 

d. "Dispensation of death" was carved in letters on stone. 

e. It was given at Sinai in great splendor. 

f. This, however, was a fading splendor. (£&* 3itz22?-3Sj) 

g. Should not the "dispensation of spirit" be with 
greater splendor. 

h. The Dispensation of condemnation versus the Dispensa¬ 
tion of righteousness. 

i. The former dispensation fades by contrast with the new 
dispensation. 


3. The veil taken away. 3:12-18 

a. The gospel hope makes one bold. 

b. No need to fear passing glorv as in old dispensation. 

c. Ancient Israel had hardened their minds. 

d. Even then some Christians failed to realise the 
passing glory of the Old Covenant when reading Moses. 

e. In Christ this glory increases. 

i+. Message declared in simple faith. h:l-6 

a. This hope gives courage. 

b. Straightforward use of God's word. He will not tamper 
with it. 

c. If the gospel is veiled it must be to those who have 
no hope. 

d. In which case Satan (the God of this world) is blind¬ 
ing their eyes to truth. 

e. This is not our gospel - we are servants. 
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5. Iiis strength comes from Goa. )i:7-12 

a, He suffers for the gospel, but never discouraged. 

b. This suffering he. thinks will be of benefit to the 
cause of Christ. 

6. Hope of eternal life, iu 13-15 

a. Same faith as one who wrote Ps* IlAsfrP 

b. The hope of the resurrection. 

7. Transitory pain may lead to eternal glory, iis 16-18 

a. Physical body declining, but spiritual life being 
renewed. 

b. This life prepares for the life to come. 

c. The seen is passing. The unseen is eternal. 

8. The spiritual im mo r tal body-. 5rl-5- 1 

a. An eternal body awaits the saints 

b. This body is prepared by God. 

c. The gift of the spirt is a guarantee of this, 

9. The heavenly home joyfully anticipated. 5:6-10 

a. Would prefer to be with the Lord. 

b. This anticipation does not interfere with out de¬ 
termination to serve Him while here in this body. 

c. The future judgment will determine our participation 
in this heavenly home. 

C. Paul defends his sincerity.. 5*11 - 7 tl 
1. The fear and love of Christ. 5:11-15 

a. He persuades men in the fear of the Lord. 

b. He wants them to be proud of his service and leader- 

a t e Ship. 

c. The Love of Christ controls us. 

i _ Therefore we preach the new life through the 

resurrected life of Jesus. 

- o/Vv.-p J h 

i „,t2. The new view of life that results. 5:16-21 

a. This new view of life that results is the only one 
he regards. 

b. All in Christ have this new life. 

c. All this is possible through the reconcilliation 
worked out through Christ. 

d. This reconcilliation is his gospel. 

e. It means that sins are no more held against the sinner, 

f. Preachers are ambassadors for Christ, leading men 
everywhere to the reconcilliation. 

g. Christ became sin that we might become righteous. 
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3. Our duty as ambassadors. Apostelic credentials. 6:1-10 

a. All urged to accept this new life today. 

b. We must submit to personal suffering and afflication. 

c. We must exhibit all the qualities of the gospel in 
our lives. 

i*. An appeal for reconcilliation. 6:11-13 7:2-16 

a. Assurance of his affection for them. 

b. An appeal for change of attitude toward him. 

c. Declaration of freedom from any malicious intentions 
in lack of sincere love. 

d. He has great pride and comfort in them. 

,2 e. Greatly rejoiced by arrival of Titus in Macedonia. 

f. Explains the reason for the "sorrowful letter." 

g. The good results justify the severity of the letter. 

h. The benefits particularly to Titus are most 
gratifying. 

f 5. Warning against intimate friendship with evil men. 

V 6:11* - 7:1 

) a. Do not marry unbelievers. 

| b. We are the temple of God. He dwells with us. We are 

/ his people. 

( c. This being true we should cleanse ourselves. 

The collection for the poor Christians in Jerusalem. 8:3.-9 j 
9:1> /'<X 7 ' i C«J r 

A. Example of Macedonians. 8:1-7 

1. Even in their poverty they gave liberally - beyond their 
means. 

2. Their offering was of free will. 

3. They gave themselves first. 

U. They were urged to excel in this offering, as they did 
in other things. 

B. The example of Jesus. 8:8,9 

1. He was rich, but gave all for us. 

2. By this we became rich. 

C. Sympathy and help to be mutual. 8:10-15 

1. They should complete their pledge of a year ago. 

2. This will give evidence of their sincere interest in 
the needy in Jerusalem. 

3. There should be an exchange. Corinuhian abundance should 
go to those in need, and their abundance should be shared 
by the Corinthians. 

D. The new mission of Titus. 8:l6-2i t 

1. He has volunteered to return to Corinth. 

2. A popular preacher will accompany him. Who? Appolos? 

3. He has been appointed by the churches to assist Paul in 
the gathering of funds for the poor. 
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To safeguard against criticism, Paul is sending another 
assistant with Titus. He has great confidence in then. 

Is is Timothy? 

5. Be sure to live up to our boasting and expectation con¬ 
cerning you. 

E. Contributions to be made promptly. 9:1-6 

1. He boasted of their great zeal. 

2. This stirred up the Macedonians. 

3. To prevent embarrassment when he came with the Macedon¬ 
ians, he was sending these men ahead to be assured of 
their preparedness. 

U. This was not intended to be an exaction, but a i,illing 
gift. 

F. Exhortations to generosity. 9:7-15 

1. We reap as we sow. 

2. God loves a cheerful giving, 

3. If we give, God will provide for us. 

U. Their obedience will glorify God. Their gift will give 
joy to the receivers. 

VII, Paul Triwfrtr»a*x»s hi a apostkeetep. 10:1 - 15rlCT 

A, He asserts his authority. 10:1-16 

1. His reticence, w. 1-6 

a. Humble when with them. Bold wnen away. 

b. Does not wish to be provoked to drastic measures 
against some opponents. 

c. Christians should not resort to worldly methods 
in controversy. 

d. As a leader he must punish every sin in the church, 

2. His vigor of speech and action, w. 7-11 

a. If any one thinks he is a Christian - let him remem¬ 
ber Paul and his associates also are Christians. 

b. He will speak boastingly about his apostolic calling. 

c. To those who underestimate his authority, he reminds 
them he is the 3ame whether absent or present. 

d. He is not comparing himself with certain arrogant ones 
among them who lack understanding by measuring them¬ 
selves by their own attainments. 

3. God gave evidence of Paul’s calling in them. w. 13-18 

a. It is not boasting beyond what is right to say you 
arc ours, 

b. We were the first to come to you, 

c. We expect to go to lands beyond also in service for 
God. 

d. What counts is not our own commendation, but c online no a - 
tion from God. 

B. He preached gratuitously. 11:1-15 

1. His motives are of anxious love. w. 1-6 
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a. He will deal in a little follishness. 

b. His sincere interest in them leads to his following 
remarks. 

c. He fears they are easily led astray by listening to 
other interpretations of the gospel. 

d. He thinks himself as well qualified as these "super¬ 
lative" leaders. 

2. His reason for foregoing his right to assistance, vv.7-15 

a. Was it wrong to refuse help from them? 

b. He robbed other churches by accepting their support 
while working in Corinth. 

c. Macedonia gave him financial support. 

d. He will continue this boast, but not because of lack 
of love for them. 

e. His purpose is to defeat the claim of the false 
teachers. 

f. These men are evil agents in disguise. 

C. His ministry of labor ana suffering. 11:16-33 

1. An ironical defense of his good sense, w. 16-20 

a. Returns to his previous "boasting" which he does on 
his own, and not vrith divine authority. 

b. They have great knowledge. He is weak. 

2. His perils and hardships, w. 21-33 

a. His lineage: Hebrew, of family of Abraham, a better 
servant of Christ than the false teachers. Here he 
says he is talking like a mad man. 

b. His superlatives: 

(1) More imprisonments. 

(2) More beatings - five times. 

(3) More shipwrecks - three times. 

(U) More dangers from rivers and robbers, false 

brethren, hunger, thirst, escape from Damascus. 

c. These are all truths. 

D. His revelations. 12:1-13 

1. Nothing to be gained by boasting. 

2. He knew one who had a vision fourteen years previous 
(undoubtedly referring to himself). 

a. His physical condition unknown. 

b. Caught up to Paradise. 

c. Heard things he was unable to tell. 

3. He will boast about this man, not about himself. 

U. His infirmities. 

a. To prevent his becoming over elated because of his 
visions he was afflicted by permission of God. 
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b. Tl.-re* ti v-s he requested healing - but was denied. 

c. God's reply was, His grace was sufficient. 

d. If God can accomplish His purpose through his weak¬ 
ness, he will boast of that weakness. His physical 
weakness then means spiritual strength. 

5. This boasting has been foolish for: 

a. He should not have been compelled to do it, they 
should have commended him. 

b. In his service were all the signs of a true prophet. 

c. He was no financial burden to them. 

E, The third visit. 12:lU-21 

1. This third time he will not be a burden. 

2. There must have been a second visit not recorded by Luke 
in Acts. 

3. They really owe him something, as children have an oblig¬ 
ation to their parents. 

h. Not only Paul, but Titus also, was self-supporting when 
with them. 

5. He fears they may be mutually disappointed when they meet. 

6. He also fears he may be humbled before them. 

F. Warnings. 13:1-10 

1. Their charges must be sustained by two or three witnesses. 

2. Same warning given as he gave on the second visit. 

3. He plans to dealwith all problems in the strength of 
Christ. He admonishes them. 

U. To examine and test themselves. This was not to prove 
themselves right, but as an aid in right doing, 

5. We can do nothing against truth. 

6. This warning is given in the hope it may prevent harsh 
action when he arrives at Corinth. 

Conclusion;* 

1. Farewell, vv, 11-lit 

2. Admonition. 

a. Mend their ways. 

b. Heed his appeal, 

c. Agree with one another. 

d. Live in peace. 

e. Greet each other with a holy kiss. 

3. Greetings from the saints. 

It. Benediction, 
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I TKE3- ; - iWI/ "S 

Introduction 

The church founded by Paul in Thessalonica was the second in 
maoudoniu. This city was the capitol of Macedonia. The popu¬ 
lation was predominantly Gentile. There were enough Jews there 
for a Synogogue. The church founded by Paul was largely Gentile. 
Paul and Silas went to Berea where he was latei joined by Tim¬ 
othy. Leaving Silas and Timothy in Berea, Paul went on to Athens 
and shortly after arriving sent for Timothy to join him. Before 
leaving Athens Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to comfort 
tiie church in its persecution. I Thess. 3:1, dhrAertw l 
says Timothy t mm* * Bftl ag. JaftfWtfe Pau l- iir-QKrtnth. It is hero, pro¬ 
bably, that tfeto s a d wtat iom maatians 

both of these The report brought by Timothy informs Paul 

of the severe persecution the church is undergoing, also their 
need of further instruction conce .ring the doctrine of the 
second advent of C’nrist. There are no heresies to combat, and 
few references are made to the Old Testament. 


Expanded Outline 


I. 


o- 


) - 


Intro due t rbmv ' 

A. Greetings. 

3. Thanksgiving for their faith. 

C. They have been chosen. 

D. Gospel given in power and with conviction. 

E. Received in much persecution. 

F. They were an example to other churches. 

G. What they received from Paul’s teaching. 

1. Concerning idols. 

2. The second advent. 

3. The resurrection. 

U. Future judgment. 


AfcL* Paul’wP■!*» ButoMHwoKca—> Piunuuiy^t— 

A. His mission among them. 2:1-3 

1. Came after shameful treatment at Philippi. 

2. No deceit in their presentation of truth. 

3. Never tried to please men. 
ii. Never sought glory or gain. 

5. Shared themselves and the gospel. 

Ii. Sincerity demonstrated ir behavior. 1 :9-12 

1. Worked night and day - no renumeration for their ser¬ 
vice. 

2. Their conduct was blameless, 

3. Treated you as a father does bis children. 
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C. Thanksgiving for their cc-.istaucv. 2:i>-16 

1. Accepted the gospel ns from God, and not from men. 

2. Became imitators of churches in Judea. 

3. Their persecution came from Gentiles. 

4 . Jews have been hindering Paul's work everywhere. 

3. God's wrath has already come upon them. When? 

D. Desires to see them. 2:17-20 

1, Ke wished to come, but was hindered by Satan. 

2. They are to be Paul's hope and boasting at the 
coming of Jesus. 

E. The mission of Timothy. 3:1-13 

1. Paul sent Timothy from Athens to comfort them in per¬ 
secution. 

2. This is to be the lot of Christians at that time. 

3. Timothy's report is comforting. 

I;. He prays to God for the privilege of visiting them. 

F. Exhortations to chastity and charity. U:l-12 +■/-&- 

1. God's will for them is consecration. , * 

2. Shun immorality. 

3. Their love for the bretlirer. should increase. 

1X1. The second C o m ing of Onr 

A. Concerning sleep. 

1. Not to be ignorant. 

2. Knowledge brings hone not grief. 

3. The resurrection of Jesus gives assurance. 

U. Living not to precede those raised from the dead. 

3. Christ to come. 

a. With loud cry. 

b. Archangel's call. 

c. Sound of trump of God. 

d. Dead in Christ shall rise. 

e. Living and resurrected are caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air. 

B. Time of coming unknown. 5:1-11 

1. They need no further instruction on this point. 

2. Coming to be as a thief. If# tno.k > J: ^ r ^ 

3. Destruction to come unexpectedly. 

)-i. Christians not to be taken by surprise. 

3 : . We should, therefore, be prepared. 

6. Each should encourage the other in this preparation. 
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17. 0aftcisoicn. $rl*^ 

A. Obedience, patience and clm'itv admonished. 

1. Respeet the leaders in the church. 

2. Be at peace among yourselves. 

3. Admonish the idle. 

U. Never give evil for evil. 

5. Rejoice and pray and ,:ive thanks. 

6. Do not quench the Spirit. 

7. Do not despise prophesying. 

D. Sanctification the goal for all. 
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II THLSSr LOFIi.• • 3 

Introduction 


The first Epistle to the Thessalonisns has corrected at 
least one misunderstanding concerning the second coming of 
Jesus. They now just understand that those who have recently- 
died will participate in this glorious event as well as those 
who arc living. However, they arc still expecting as speedy* 
return of the LordU-* Dhia. expectation .may. be due to a misinW 
arpretation. ox what Paul had said, or it may have come from a 
letter someone had sent the church in Paul’s name. In chapter 
two, verse two, there is a suggestion that this was being done. 

The idea of the immediate return of Jesus had become so real to 
many that they had discontinued all work and evidently were 
advocating some kind of community life, probably patterned after 
the plan followed at Jerusalem some years previously. 

To counteract this false teaching Paul immediately dispatches 
the second letter to this church. In it he reminds them of his 
teaching concerning the advent of the Lord. He predicts a "fall¬ 
ing away" and the revelation of "the man of sin" which is to pre¬ 
cede this great event. Therefore, he insists, those who advocate 
a "no work" program shall have no recognition and no financial 
support. If they do not work, they shall not eat is his instruc¬ 
tion. 


Condensed Outline 

I. Introduction. 1:1-12 

A. Greetings, w. 1,2 

B. Their faith and constancv. v.3 __ 

C. Their patience and suffering. v.U -U Cor 12 
0. Righteous judgments of God. w.5-10 

E. Prayers for them, w.11,12 

II. The Second Advent of Jesus. 2:1-17 

A. Preludes to the second coming, w. 1-12 

B. Thanksgiving for their election, w. 13-17 

TIT. Exhortation. 3:1-15 

A. Requests for mutual prayer, w. 1-5 

B. Against idleness, w. 6-15 

TV. Conclusion. 3:16-18 

A. Prayer in their behalf. 

B. Greetings in Paul’s own hand. 


O? ( od 
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Expanded Outline 

1. Introduction. Is1-12 

A. Greetings. 

B. Their faith and constancy. 

C. Their patience an:3 sufferin';;. 

1. They have much persecution. 

2. Paul boasts of their patience to other churches. 

D. Righteous judgments of God. w.5-10 

1. Persecution part of God's plan for them. 

2. It qualifies them for the kingdom of God. 

3. God will repay those who afflict you. 

1|. He will give rest to you when Jesus comes. 

3. At this time vene^eance will be infli ted upon all 
wicked people. 

6. The punishment of the wicked will be eternal de- ^ •• > h o/ ^ 

struction—exclusion from the presence of God. DA, '&£<■ 

7. Those who believe and obey our testimony will part¬ 
icipate in the glory of the advent. 

2. Prayer in their behalf. 

1. Paul prayed for them continually. 

2. He prayed for their perfection of character. 

3. That God's name may be glorified in them. 

II. The Second Advent of Jesus. 2:1-17 

A. Preludes to the second advent, w. 1-12 

1. They are not to be unduly influenced by Spirit or word 
or letter concerning this event. 

2. Some were teaching the Advent a past event. 

3. Several things must happen before that day comes. 

a. The rebellion. 

b. Man of lawlessness revealed. 

^ ; c. This man identified: 

1 m (l) Exalts himself above every god or form of worsnip. 

‘"i (2) Sitting in God's temple, he proclaims him:elf God. 

(3) Already working v,7 

(U) He will be revealed with power and signs and wonders, 

(5) Paul had previously informed them about this. 

(6) At the present this power is restrained. 

(7) The reason was known to the church. 

(8) When the lawless one is revealed the Lor<"' will 
slay him. This wall be at His advent. 

(9) The restraining po\7er will be removed. 

(10) Strong delusions will come to make people be¬ 
lieve what is false. 

(11) All who do not believe truth are condemned. 

B. Thanksgiving for their election, w. 13-17 
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1. They were chosen from the beginning to be saved. 

a. Through consecration. 

b. By the Spirit. 

c. Because of belief in the truth. 

2. They were called to this salvation through Paul's gospel 

3. They will participate in the future glory of salvation. 
U. They should then be firm in the knowledge received 

either by word, or letter. 

5. A benediction, w. 16, 1? 

III. Exhortation. 

A. Requestes for mutual prayer, w.1-5 

1. Pray for speedy advancement of the truth. 

2. Deliverance from wicked men to be desired. 

3. Paul's confidence in them, 

B. Against idleness, w.6-15 

1. An idle person not to be received in Christian fellow¬ 
ship. 

2. You know how we conducted ourselves. 

a. We were not idle, worked night and day. 

b. We paid for our food. 

c. We had a right to your support. 

3. When we were with you 1 we admonished you against idleness 
U. It is reported there are some who refuse to work. 

Those who do not work should not be supplied with food. 

6 . When the letter is read those who persist in idleness 
should be dealt with. 

7. He should be treated as a brother, not an enemy. 

IV. Conclusion. 3sl6-lB 

A. A prayer for peace for the church. 

B. Greetings in Paul's own hand, 

1. This was his custom in every letter. 

See Galatians 6:11 

2. Grace to be with them. 
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Introduction 

This epistle is clearly Pauline in manner as well as in matter, 
as the internal evidence is strong. The letter claims to be tv Paul 
and the events he relates concerning his life may be harmonised with 
the Acts account. 

There is some difference of opinion on the question of whether 
the Galatia of Paul and Luke was the Roman province of that name or 
the earlier kingdom of Galatia which was only a part of this larger 
Galatia, Those are knew as the "Northern" and "Southern" views. 

Those who hold the former view consider the principal cities of this 
region to be Ancyra, Tavium, and Pessinus: 'while the advocates of the 
“Southern" view contend Paul's letter was addressed to the churches 
he founded on his first missionary journey, namely Antioch, Iconium, 
Lystra and Derbe. 

The purpose of the letter is evident from the very beginning. 
There lias arisen considerable confusion among the believers concern** 
ing the proper attitude toward Judaisms Some teachers have been 
advocating the necessity of strict ac’herance to the Mosaic law a 
necessary part of Christian belief and practice. This, of course, 
is contrary to Paul's teaching and, as it has developed during his 
absence, he is surprised and startled. Two things greatly perturb 
the apostle. They are attempting to undermine his authority as an 
apostle. This he resents and meets argument with argument. The 
greater grief to him, however, is the attempt to introduce a different 
gospel: salvation by the works of the law. 

Thus, in the outline it is evident these two questions occupy 
the thought of the vrriter. The treatment of the first question re¬ 
quires some information about himself in order to assert and demon¬ 
strate his apostolic independence and authority. Hence the brief 
autobiographical sketch which completes the picture of Paul's move¬ 
ments given by Luke. The second, and more important question, con¬ 
cerns the doctrine of salvation by faith which Paul claims to be 
God's only plan for man's redemption from sin. 
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Condensed Outline 


Introduction 1:1-5 

I. Paul Defends His Apostolic Authority. 1*6-2U 

A. The falling avray of the Galatians, w. 6-10 

B. His teaching not of human origin, w. 11-1? 

C. Visits to Jerusalem, Syria and Cilicia, w. 18-2U 

II. He Defends His Gospel. 2x1-21 

A. Approved by the apostles, w. 1-10 

D. He reproves Peter, w. 11-21 

III. Justification by Faith, Not by Law, 3*1-29 

A. Proved from the Galatians experience, w. 1-5 

B. The example of Abraham, w. 6-9 

C. The nature of the law. w. 10-lb 

D. The law did not invalidate God's promise, w. 15-16 

E. The purpose of the law. w. 19-29 

IV. Christian Freedom. Uxl-31* 

A. Slaverv and Freedom, w. 1-7 

B. Mere external observances worthless, w. 6-11 

C. The affection of the Galatians, w. 12-16 

D. Paul's anxiety for their welfare, w. 1^-20 

E. Ishmael and Isaac, vv. 21-31 

V. Moral and Spiritual. Eahortaticna. 5*1 - 6xUi 

A. Legalism leaves no room for Christ, w. 1-12 

B. How Christians should live, w, 13-26 

C. Fraternal correction. 6:1-10 

Conclusion. 6xll-l& 

A. His Autograph 

B. He glories in the cross 

Expanded ChrbUaor 


Introduction. 1:1-5 

A. Paul an apostle - not from man, but God. 

B. Grace from God and Jesus Christ. 

i/ V - ■ ^Ac ‘c S , AS ■■ 

I. Paul I tafandw Hie Apo at o lic ^ Authority^ Inbwrtp 

A. The falling away of the Galatians, v. 6-10 

1. Their apostasy surprises him. 

2. There is no other gospel. 

3. Seme are perverting the true gospel. 

(/ £ - "so s>u\ckly " Co r .«+t - s 1 -’- J'“" e y 


&<*? -I Cor >4 : 3 -S' 
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U. Such should be accursed, even though they be angels. 

9. This gosoel is not preached to win favor of men. 

B. His teaching not of human origin, w. 11-1? 

1. His gospel is not man’s gospel. 

2. It was not received from man. It came bv revelation. 

3. Supported by his pre-conversion life. 

a. Persecuted the church. 

b. Zealous for traditions of the fathers. . 

, ... , . . / «•' a o<-« ...<■•■ 

^ .-j_ U. His post-conversion experience. ^ 4 /(> 

' a. He did not confer with men. 

b. Did not go to Jerusalem. 

c. Went to Arabia, then Damascus. 

G. Visits to Jerusalem, Syria and Cilicia, w. 19-2U 

1. Went to Jerusalem after three years. AA.izv . 

2. Remained there fifteen da vs. >£../*«<■*. 6 ->■<■<•* < 

3. Saw only James and Peter. C Sy /r tec^ t £^ 
h. Then he went to Syria and Cilicia. 

5. Did not visit the churches in Judea. 

II. He Defends His Gospel. 2rl-2X 

A. Approved by the Apostles, w. 1-10 

1. Returned to Jerusalem after fourteen years. 

2. This was by revelation. 

3. Barnabas and Titus were with him. 

h. He presented the gospel before the leaders. 

9. Judaizers were present at the council. 

6 . The leaders added nothing to Paul’s understanding 
of the gospel. 

?. James, Peter and John gave Paul and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship. 

8 . They are recognized as disciples to the Gentiles. 
f\. A 3 . He reproves Peter, w. 11-21 

1. This reproof was to his face. 

2. He was in the wrong. 

3. He feared to be seen eating with Gentiles. 

U. His fear of the Judaizing party led Barnabas to do likewise. 

9. Paul’s open rebuke to Peter, 

a. If you live like Gentiles, how can you expect Gentiles 
to live like Jews? 

b. You and I know that men are saved by faith and not by 
works of the law, 

c. Through obedience to law no one can be declared 
righteous. 

d. If we return to what we have destroyed we transgress. 

6 . Paul through law died to law that he might live to God. 

7. He was crucified with Christ so Christ lives His life in 
him. 

■3. If Justification is by law, Christ died for no purpose. 

£II» Justification, by F aith, Not by-Laws. 3 

A. Proved from Galatians' experience, w. 1-9 
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They were foolish to he influenced by Judaizers. 

Did they receive their present experience by works of the 
law or by faith? 

Has their suffering been in vain? 
example of Abraham, w. 6-9 

abraham's belief vrae counted for righteousness. 

As he was justified by faith his children are those thus 
justified. 

This was foreseen in scriptures for God is quoted as say¬ 
ing, "In thee shall all the nations be blessed." Gen.12:3 
So blessing now comes through faith as it did in Abraham’s 
day. 

nature of the Law. w. 10-lli 

Those who rely on law are under a curse. 

This is shown by a quotation from Deut. 2?:26. "Cursed 

be every one who does not abide by all things written in 
the book of the law, and do them." 

This, of course, is impossible, for Habakkuk 2:h says, 

"The righteous shall live by faith." The law says, "He 
who does them shall live in them." Lev. 18:8 
Because of failure the curse came. However, Christ rede¬ 
emed us from this curse by his death on the cross. The 
law says, "Cursed is every one who hangs on a tree." 

All this was done in order to bring the blessings of 

salvation to both Jews and Gentiles. 

law did not invalidate God's promises, w. 1$-18 

To illustrate: A will cairnot be changed after it is 

ratified. 

The promise God made to Abraham was to "offspring," not 
"offsprings." This meant Christ. 

The law which came four-hundred and thirty years after 
the promise, could not annul it. 

The inheritance was given through promise, therefore it 
could not be by ±a». . . , / 

purpose of the Law. w. 19-29 U -*** <*?*“•+* 

What then is the puroose of the law? 

It was added until Christ should come, and because of 
transgression. "It was imposed later for the purpose of' 
defining sin"—Weymouth. 

Its details were laid down by a mediator assisted by angels. 
A mediator implies more than one. In the promise there 
is only one, that is God. 

But law is not opposed to promise. If law could give life, 
then it could bring righteousness. 

The Scripture consigned all things to sin. 

Before f^ith came we were under law. 

Iha law was our custodian then that justification might 
come through faith. 


'TXart i /«rY 
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Since fait-i has come we are no longer under the cus bodian. 
Christians have put on Christ. 

10. There are no national distinctions or benefits under this 
arrangement. All who accept Christ are Abraham’s seed and 
heirs to the promise. 

Ilf. Christian Freedom*. U tl-31 

A. Slavery and Freedom, w. 1-7 

1. The heir who has not reached, maturity has no advantage over 
the slave in his household. 

2. So with us. Ke received our blessings only through Chris;;. 

3. 3y himself becoming human, Christ elevated us to sonship 
with God. 

B. Mere external observances are worthless, w. 8-11 

1. Since God has been revealed through the Gospel why return 
to the worship of gods which do not exist, 

2. Paul sincerely fears his labors in Galatia have Been in 
vain. 

C. The affection of the Galatians, w, 12-16 

1. Because of his bodily ailment, he preached to them. (Tould 
this be the results of his being stoned in Lystra?) 

2. In spite of his illness they treated him as an angel. They 
would have given their eyes for him, 

D. Paul’s anxiety for their welfare, vv. 18-20 

1. He accepted this affection for a good cause. 

2. He is more concerned about their Christian experience. 

E. Ishmael and Isaac, w, 21-31 

1. Paul’s allegory of Ishmael stands for the old covenant and 
covenants. 

2. Hagar the mother of Ishmael stands for the old covenant and 
Sarah for the new. 

3. One is slavery the other is freedom. 

V. Moral and Spiritual Ex fa tart atiana. 8:1 — 6rMk 

A. Legalism leaves no room for Christ, w. 1-12 

1, Vfe must assert our freedom. 

2, To observe one part of the law as * means to salvation is 
to be under obligation to keep all the law. 

3, To attempt to earn righteousness by the law is to be 
separated from Christ and to fall from grace. 

U. Righteousness comes by faith through the Spirit. 

8. VJhy have the Galatians so suddenly changed. This could not 
have come from Christ, 

6, The ones responsible will receive their judgment. 

B. Ho;; Christians should live, w, 13-26 

1. They were called to freedom, why then be under bondage. 

2. Love is the fulfilling of the law. 

3. The Spirit should lead us, not our fleshly desires. 

4. This leadership does not lead to bondage of legalism. 
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3. 

The 

a. 

works of the flesh: 

Immorality f. Enmity 

k. 

Dissension 


b. 

Impurity g. Strife 

1 . 

Party Spirit 


c. 

Licentiousness h. Jealousy 

m. 

Envy 


d. 

Idolatry i. Anger 

n. 

Drunkenness 


e. 

Sorcery j. Selfishness 

0 . 

Carousing 

6. 

The 

a. 

works of the Spirit: 

Love d. Patience 

g* 

Faithfulness 


b. 

Joy e. Kindness 

h. 

Gentleness- 


c. 

Peacy f. Goodness 

i. 

Self-control 

Fraternal Correction. 6 :1-10 




1. In the church the strong are to help the weak. 

2. One must not over-estimate his Spiritual strength. 

3. We are each accountable to God. 

U. We must not measure ourselves by others, 

5. Those who are taught should share their temporal 
blessings with those who teach them. 

6. We reap what we sow. 


fitm nl tiaiw- r ; 

A. Autograph 

1. His letters in conclusion are large compared with those 
made by the scribe. 

B. Re glories in the Gross. 

1. The motives of the Judaizers are selfish. 

2. They do not keep the law. Their ambition is to change 
your present concept of Christianity. 

3. Paul does not wish to glory in the number of converts. 
His one glory is in the croas of Christ. 

U. He bears the marks of his allegiance to Christ in his 
body, due to suffering. 



Introduction 


The Roman Catholic church claims that Peter was the founder of 
the church at Rome. This claim, however, cannot be supported by 
known historical facts. 

In the epistle no reference is made to Peter. He is supposed to 
have been the leader of the church for fifteen years when the Roman 
letter was written by Paul. It does seem strange that Paul would not 
rake some reference to it. He might at least have mentioned his 
name. 

If he had been there, what occasion would Paul have to write the 
church as he did? He says it is his custom not to build on another 
man's foundation. There is no intimation in the New Testament that 
Peter ever, visited Rome, except his greetings from "Babylon" at the 
close of his first Epistle, (5:13) - There is considerable difference 
of opinion concerning this passage. Some hold this to be Babylon, 
wnile others are emphatic in their belief that "Rome" is intended. 
Moffatt says "Babylon" is a "mystical approbious name" which Peter*r 
generation applied to the city of Rome because of the parallel in 
moral degeneracy between Rome and the ancient capital, of the Babylo¬ 
nian empire. 

While there is no record of how or when the gospel reached Rome, 
it is probably true it was preached there at an early date, for at 
"Pentecost" there were present at Jerusalem "strangers from Rome". 

Some of these could have been converted to Christianity and have 
returned to their home city to proclaim the gospel, and raised up 
a Christian church at that place.. It may not be asserted with any 
degree of certainty that a church must always be orginated by apos¬ 
tolic agency. History will not substantiate suen a claim. 

Evidently there were several places of worship in the city. That 
is, if we accept, chapter sixteen, which some contend belongs to the 
Ephesian letter. This matter we shall discuss later. There is no 
doubt that there were many Jews ir. Rome, but it must be remembered 
they had little love for Christians, so it would not be surprising if 
the company of believers there was very small. Judging from the 
letter, the church was made up of Jews and Gentiles. The predominat¬ 
ing element was Gentile. One commentator says, "Jerish in feeling 
and Gentile in origin." 



Paul had often expressed a wish to visit Rone (1:13). When he 
heard that Phoebe, a deaconess of the church of Cenchrea, was going 
to Rone he decided to send a letter by her. (16:1). This, then, woul 
be the occasion of this great letter. 

The object may not be determined so easily. The definition of 
the gospel, as "the power of God unto salvation" to all, Jews and Gen¬ 
tiles alike, may be the clue to the purpose of Paul's addressing this 
letter to the Romans. The universality of the gospel seems tc be 
the main purpose throughout. There is a conscious effort in this 
epistle tc free the Christian message from every sign of "salvation by 
works." The correct view of Christianity would then be set forth is 
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. 

Before attempting to determine the time and place of composition 
it will be necessary to present the arguments for and against the 
place of chapter sixteen in the Pauline corpus. Some students hold 
this chapter belongs to the Ephesian epistle. The following reasons 
are offered: 

1. In acts the last record concerning Aquila and Priscilla is 
of their going to Ephesus with Paul on his return to Jeru¬ 
salem on the second journey. They remain there. 

2. In Paul's letter to Timothy (II Tim. U:19), which is sup¬ 
posed to be addressed to Ephesus where Timothy resided, he 
Aquila and Priscilla. 

3. He also sends greetings to Epaenetus who, he says, was the 
first convert in Asia for Christ. 

U. There are twenty-six personal mentions in this chapter to 
a church Paul has never visited. To the Ephesians, for whom 
he labored three years, no greetings are sent. 

In reply to these arguments in favor of Ephesus the following 
are offered in favor of Rome: 

1. Aquila and Priscilla were in Ephesus, but why could thev not 
have returned to Rome where they lived before being expelled 
by Claudius? 

2. Paul's greetings to Timothy did include these workers, but 
what definite evidence do we have that Timothy was at Ephesus 

3. Epaenetus could be a convert of Asia who had gone to Rome. 

U. Could Paul not have known a large number of Christians who 

had gone to Rome as he also was planning to do in the near 
future? 

If we include chapter sixteen as part of the Epistle, we probably 
would conclude it was written from Corinth for the following reasons: 

1. Gaius is his host. (16 :23) 

He is a Corinthian. (I Cor. 1:11;) 



2. Ijr?.etu3 sends greetings. (16:23) 

He too is at Corinth. II Tim. 1;:2C 

3. Paul has received his offerings from Macedonia and Achaia. 
(15:26) This must be after the first Corinthian letter, for 
then he gave the directions concerning it. Now it has been 
received and he plans to go to Jerusalem. 

!u Phoebe, a deaconess of the church at Cenchrea, is the 
bearer of the letter. 

Tertius is the writer of the Epistle. Of it Luther said, 

"This Epistle is the true masterpiece of the New Testament...a 
Christian man should not only learn it by heart, word for word, 
but also that he s hould daily deal with it as with the daily 
bread of men*s souls. It can never be too much or too well read 
or studied." 

Mrs. E. G. White says: "In his epistle to the Romans, Paul 
sets forth the great principles of the Gospel." A.A. p.373. 

"For the epistle to the church at Rome, every Christian has reason 
to thank God." A.A. p.37U. 
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Outline 


I. IN'f a'-DJCTION: 1:1-17 

A. The salutation. 1:1-7 

B. Personal mentions. 1:8-15 

G. The so-called theme. 1:16,17 The kind of gospel Paul 
preaches—God has provided a way for saving, justifying, 
of bringing men into right relations with Himself through 
Faith in Jesus Christ. 

II. THE NEED OF SUCH A GOSPEL: 1:18 - 3:20 

Mankind is universally under the condemnation of the wrath of God 
and has failed otherwise to secure right relations with God for 
salvation. Paul is dealing with universals. A universal Gospel 
to fit a universal need. 

A. The Failure (need) of the Gentiles 1:18-32 & A '^3 

1, The reason for their need 1:18-23 . /-Ji - k 6r, 

2. How their need is shown. l:2lt-32 t . 

3. The failure of the Jews, 2:1 - 3:20 t ° 

1. No respect of persons with God. 2:1-10 

2. Such external advantages as circumcision and law give 
no exemption from judgment though they have advantages, 

2:11 - 3:8 

3. So a universal guilt brings helplessness and need. 3:y-20 

III. Paul's GOSPEL: 

It is God's answer to the world's need. God's provision for savin; 7 
the world. Paul's Gospel is the good news that salvation is 
possible for all men through faith in Christ. The kind of gospel 
needed. 3:20 - 8:39 

A. In contrast with what has been, established in chapters 1 and 2 
namely, universal condemnation, guilt and lack of hope, Paul 
now states the fact that in the Gospel of Jesus, God offer a 
saving power to every sinner. 3:21-26 

1. How is this salvation made acessible to man? Simply 
through the exercise of faith in Jesus Christ, 3:21-23 

2. The character of this salvation. Through the gift of 
Jesus Christ, God has made if possible freely to justify 
sinners in true conformity with His own eternal righteous 
character, 

3:2h-26 

B. This excludes all thought ox boasting or presumption. 3:27-30 

C. Scripture Proof: 301 - L:25. The Gospel is confirmed by 
0. T. and Abraham's descent break down. 

1. According to 0. T. Abraham and David were justified by 
faith and not by the law. Faith has always been Goa's 
method of justification. 301 - L:8 
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Ac-cor.:liitr to 0. T. the true children or Abraham ■xt; 

‘■. .0 children of circumcision, -' at those who, likx Abrn: 
exercise faitn. U:9-17 

3. Abraham's faith is a type of the faith Christians should 
exercise- U:l8-25 

The Blessedness and Benefits of the Gospel. 5:1 - 8:39 

1. The Gospel gives the present gracious experience of being 
saved and guarantees our future salvation. 5:1-11 

2. By a comparison of Adam and Christ - the tt^o great repre¬ 
sentative heads of humanity for Paul - it is shown that /' 

the Gospel's provision more than meets the sinful world's " r 
need; the benefits offered in Christ are wider in their 
range and power than all the ravages of sin, no matter 

how sin may have come. Christ, with whom we come into 
union, as our new head more than provides for any damage 
wrought the race through our union with Adam. E>:12-21 

3. The Gospel secures conquest of sin and ethical renewal 
through union with Christ. 6:J - 7:25 

a. This union with Christ implies our death to sin, 
ratified by and illustrated in the rite of baptism, 
6:1-6. Illustrated again by a change of allegiance 
from an old master to a new master. 6:7-23; again 
illustrated by the fact that one is freed from old 
relationships by death. 7:1-6 

b. The Law, good though it is, gave occasion to sin and 
heightened it, and our consciousness of it, but gave 
no power to escape or overcome it. 7:7-13. 

c. The Gospel however gives power to overcome sir in 

the flesh which the natural man, even by the help of the 
Law, cannot do. 7:ll|-25 

U. The Gospel also secures a life of righteousness and make;? 
possible the Life in the Spirit. 8:1-39 

a. By securing power for a new life of righteousness, 

8 : 1-11 

b. By securing the witness of the spirit to our Sonship 
to God, 8:12-16 

c. By securing our heirship to God according to God's 
eternal, loving purpose. 6:17-30 

d. By securing certainty of salvation. Nothing can sep¬ 
arate us from God's love toward us which we realine 
in the Gospel. 8:31-39 


IV. THE PROBLEM OF ISRAEL'S UNBELIEF IN GOSPEL AND CONSEQUENT REJECTION: 

Paul's 3o-called "Philosophy of History." 9-11 

A. Paul's grief over Israel's rejection. 9:1-5 

P. Jews cannot complain that the Gospel-plan mahes God either 
unfaithful—(6-13) or unrighteous (lii-18). In it He simply 
exercises his right of selection, as He has always done ac¬ 
cording to the Scriptures. It is God's plan, hence, must 
be right. 9:19-29 
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C. Israel’:it.is the-ns elves are responsible for the rejection. 

9:30 - 10:21 

'*> 1. They sought salvation in their own way, not according 

to God's wajr. 9:30 - 10:3 

2. There is but one way of salvation i.e. by faith, and 
that way instead of being hard and inaccessible has been 
made near and easy. 10:b-10 

3. The Gospel has been brought near to all, and its reject¬ 
ion by Israel has been deliberate, personal, and willful. 

, 10:11-29 

D. Israel is finally to be saved. 11:1-36. The hope of the 
"Remnant." 

1. The present rejection is only partial; even now a remnant 
is saved. 11:1-10 

. j 2. God's purpose in the present rejection is provisional in 

His plan, thereby He will extend salvation to the Gentiles 
through whom in turn He will win the Jews to Himself. So, 
the rejection is only provisional. 11:11-15 
3. Gentiles are warned by rejection of Israel against all 
presumption. They are saved only through their faith 
in God's mercy. 11 : 16 - 214 . 

U. God's own mysterious purpose in all this has been the 
final salvation of Israel. 11:25-36 

7. PRACTICAL WARNINGS, EXHORTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS: 12:1 - 15:13 

A. Exhortations to complete consecration—a reasonable service, 
12 : 1-2 

B. Exhortation to brotherly love to fellow Christians and others. 
12 : 3-21 

C. A Christian's obligation to the state. 13:1-7 

D. The Christian's one law, versus the love that fulfilleth all 
the Law. 13:8-10 

E. The Lord comes. 13:11-1U 

F. "The strong and the weak," ll<:l - 15:13 

71. PAUL'S PERSONAL RELATIONS TO THE CHURCH AT RONE. l5:lU - 16:27 

A. In regard to the Letter itself. l5:lU-21 

B. His purposed visit to Rome. 15:22-33 

C. Commendation of Phoebe and greetings to various friends in 
Rome. 16:1-16 

. Warnings. 16:17-20 

. Conclusion and benediction. 16:21-27 
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SlJHMARf OF RCilAHS 


Cliapter I 

The first fifteen verses of the letter to the Romans is given 
tc Paul’s comments on his apostleship and to personal matters. He 
asserts his call to be an apostle and emphasizes his duty toward 
Gentiles in particular. The intimation seems to be that this church 
at Rome was largely Gentile. He then comments at length on the good 
reports he has heard of this church and of his desire to visit them 
that the benefits of spiritual blessings may be mutual; for he is 
careful here to make it plain that he expects to be edified by his 
association with them. 

He now comes to the main subject of the letter—salvation through 
faith in the gospel of Christ. It is the "power of God unto salvation," 
Universal guilt demands universal salvation. He says he has in his 
gospel exactly what is needed to save man. Then he devotes the rest 
of the chapter to the wicked condition of the Gentiles. They know Get. 
through his creation, but they refused to honor him as their creator. 
Instead, they created gods of their own choosing, whom they worshipped. 
Further, they practiced every conceivable immorality. So, because of 
this willful attitude toward sin God "gave them up to vile passions." 

Chapter II 

This sinful condition applies not only to the Gentiles, The Jews 
must not pass judgment, for they are in a similar condition, neither 
should they expect any different treatment than others who have reject¬ 
ed God's mercy. It is plain, Paul shows from Old Testament quotations, 
that to each man God will make an award corresponding to his actions. 

The obedient receive life everlasting, and the disobedient, the wrath 
of God regardless of their social standing in this world. There is im¬ 
partiality in retribution. Where law is not known, judgment will be 
without law. The Jews really have advantage, but their claim of super¬ 
iority because of their possissions of the Law was worthless, for the 
very things condemned in the Law they stand charged irilth committing. 

The true Jew, Paul insists, is not one who has submitted to circum¬ 
cision. This is of no profit if one is a "Law-breaker," The true 
Jew is one whose circumcision is of the heart. 

Chapter III 

In this division of the letter Paul answers some objections that 
have arisen, or may arise, when his teaching concerning the Jews has 
become known. For instance, is there profit at all in circumcision? 
(Which was ordained by God). Yes, he says, in a variety of wavs. 

Is there advantage for Jews in salvation? He answers, NoJ This 
contention he then supports from a number of quotations from the 
Psalms and Isiah which say that all are condemned, for all have 



ciirned. \/ill the Law save one? Nol The law "simply brings a know¬ 
ledge ci sin." But God’s righteousness has been revealed apart from, 
the Lax:. This is the great message Paul wishes to have understood. 
Acquittal from the condemnation of a broken law comes through a free 
gift. This gift excludes the possibility of "earning" anything. 
Therefore there can be no boasting of a <^ew or a Gentile, for both 
stand equally guilty in that all have sinned. All then are saved by 
faith. But does this abolish law? Mo, it confirms it. This Paul 
will later show. 


Chapter IV 

Paul now refutes the anticipated argument that Abraham received 
justification through his own works. This he does by pointing out 
the fact of scripture that Abraham’s justification came through his 
belief in God. In this connection he quotes what David has said in 
Ps. 32:1,2 and emphasizes it as added proof of non-legal acceptance. 
Then to show that this acceptance is not for the circumcised alone (to 
which group both Abraham and David belong) Paul hastens to point out 
that Abraham received this blessing before his circumcision. "The rest 
of chapter four is given to some details of circumstances under which 
Abraham believed God. These experiences, Paul adds, were recorded in 
scripture for the benefit of generations to come. Thus Paul has 
clearly stated his opinion of the true seed of Abraham and his ex¬ 
ample for those who claim his leadership. 

Chapter V 

This chapter begins with a consideration of the effects of faith. 
Not only does justification bring acquittal, but there follows in the 
life cf the individual "peace," "joy," and a consciousness of the priv¬ 
ilege of "Standing in holy nearness to Him." The contemplation of the 
gift, of Christ, made for them when they were yet in sin, convinces 
them that God will "perseveringly love them after reconciliation." 
Though it is true that the death sentence has been passed upon all man¬ 
kind because of the sin of Adam, yet in the death and resurrection of 
Christ all that was lost through Adam’s fall has been gained—and more; 
for as Paul wishes here to emphasize; "judgment upon that one man’s 
sir led to condemnation, whereas the free gift after many trans¬ 
gressions leads to acquittal." 


Chapter VI 

If we have been acquitted, 3hall we return to the very same course 
again? The answer is obvious. This would be an unthought of pro¬ 
cedure. Real union with Christ kills sin. This spiritual death to the 
old ways and resurrection to the new is illustrated by the death, burirl 
and resurrection of Christ. The Christian must therefore "Reckon" him- 
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3 elf -it.: to all siri. This means lie is free from all willful sin. 
This means also that sin will not "reign" in the mortal body, or it 
not nave "dominion over one." This comes about because there is no 
condemnation by the Law. Will he continue to violate the Law? No, 
the follower of Christ is now following a different course. He is 
made free from sin and is a follower of Christ. His former course 
led to death. His present course leads to eternal life, and this 
is accomplished through "Jesus Christ our Lord." 


wi 


Chapter VII 


The true purpose of the Law Paul now attempts to teach both 
by logic and illustration. Because the condemnation of the law has 
beer, removed, is the Law then to be considered nonexistent? Is it, 
or was it, a sinful thing? Certainly not. In his own experience 
he says it was the Law that showed him where he was going. That ii, 
it i, T as his clearer understanding of what the Law was saying. "Thou 
shall not covet," it said. Paul discovered that he was guilty of 
this sin. Then what was he to do about the Law that had led him to 
a better life? "This is a holy and just thing," he adds. Paul com¬ 
ments further on the discovery of the laws governing his higher and 
lower nature. In the lower nature nothing good was found. There 
was always the "law which was in his faculties" warning with the "law 
of his understanding." How should he get deliverance from this? He 
has discovered it in Christ. 


Chapter VIII 

To the one who walks after the leadings of the Spirit there can 
be no condemnation by the Law, for in his death Christ has condemned 
all sin that has been inherited—sin in the flesh. "To live after 
the flesh" is the expression used frequently in this connection. 

This seems to be equivalent to the other expression "carnally minded." 
The mind that is carnal is not subject to God. The spiritual mind is 
subject to God, in fact that it is "led by the Spirit of God." 
Previously Paul has said that there was a struggle between the "law 
of his members" and the "law of his mind." In this chapter he says 
if we follow the law of the flesh, we shall die, but as many as are 
led by God shall live. This would seem to imply that the follower 
of Christ never consents to sin. There may be—there always will be— 
sin in the body, for it is carnal, but'never a consent in the mind of 
sin, for this would be carnally minded, and that is death. 

Chapter IX 

The rejection of the Jews and its consequent evils have weighed 
heavily upon Paul's heart. In fact, he could wish himself accursed in 
order to save his people from their doom. Has all God promised failed 
Hot by any means. In fact, the promises He made to spiritual Israel 
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anti not to the litoral seed of Abraham have not failed. This 
Paul shows from the Old Testament quotation. Then follows a 
section of which Paul is attempting to show and defend God’s 
freedom of action. God had predetermined many things. He de¬ 
cided and still decides when he will have mercy and v/hen he 
will punish. Wo one dares to question his ability to make right 
decisions here, for God cannot err. Further, in the lives of 
individuals God has ordained certain things. They are to play 
a part in His great plan for the salvation of man. There can 
be no resisting His plan. He may be longsuffering toward one 
who is doomed to wrath. He will find a people among those who 
are not so privileged as the Jews, and His plan will be finished 
by Himself arid that quickly. There will be no partiality in 
this, for the Jews have suffered this loss as a people becaYise 
of their lack of faith. 


Chapter X 

Israel, Paul’s people, have allowed their zeal to non 
ahead of knowledge which would give them true spiritual in¬ 
sight. There are two ways of obtaining righteousness, but only 
one is recognized by God. They had. chosen that of works. God’s 
method is by faith and is universal. It is true that complete 
compliance to the demands of the Law would bring life. But 
who can do it? Contrast this with the offer made by faith. It 
does not require one to seek God in heaven or the hidden places 
of tiie deep, for He is near every one to save him. It require:-: 
belief and confession. Isiah has previously made this very 
clear. Furthermore, faith makes no distinction. Its offer 
is for the Jew and Gentile alike. The Jew cannot keep his old 
method, for God does not save men by different methods. Joel 
also says "all who call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." 


Chapter XI 

Not all of Israel is rejected because she rev’bed -o ac¬ 
cept God’s plan. There is a remnant tliat is to be saved. The 
rejection must apply only to those who persist in disregarding 
God’s plan for their salvation. Furthermore, the rejection has 
been very beneficial to the Gentiles. It has resulted in their 
salvation, which in turn has made the Jews jealous, and resulted 
in many returning to God’s plan. These Paul calls "a remnant." 
They have been selected by God and they have obtained righteous¬ 
ness by God's method. The rest are rejected and are represented 
by Isaiah as thrown into a spiritual stupor by God himself. 

Their ruin has come because of their false hope in benefits to 
be derived from their position and relation to the law. They 
were broken off, but they may be grafted on again to the parent 
stalk along with the Gentiles who have an equal standing with 
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ihi:.- is a. great mystery - 

Chapter XII. 

This chapter deals with practical warnings and exhortations. 
First, the Qiristian must be fully consecrated. This will in¬ 
evitably lead to brotherly love. The church is one whole and 
there must be a harmonious interacting within this body. Each 
must recognize his duties and his limitations. Each must sym¬ 
pathize \ri.th the other. There must be no offense offered, nor 
vengeance sought. Rather, good should be given in return for 
evil. 


Chapter XIII 

Christians have an obligation to the state. Civil power 
has divine sanction. Its functions are to reward or punish. 
Obedience to civil authority is required. The Christian law 
demands that he owe no one anything except love, which debt he 
can never discharge. As all precepts are summed up in love, 
it makes it impossible for the Christian to injure others. The 
nearness of the coming of Jesus demands particular earnestness 
of every Christian. 


Chapter XIV 

A scrupulous Christian is to be received cordially by all 
church members. These Paul calls "weak" members. The ’’Strong" 
members owe it to them to deal kindly with them. In the matter 
of eating and drinking, or respect for holy days, the individual 
concerned must make the decision. In relation to salvation 
these are matters of little consequence. There is nothing harm¬ 
ful in the thing itself, but it becomes so to him who considers 
it harmful. In order to maintain peace and good will in the 
church and not to offend the weak brethren, one who is strong 
may find it advisable to abstain from flesh and wine. 

Chapter XV 

The strong must acknowledge their obligation to the weak. 

We are to remember the example of Christ in His great gift for 
man. Paul is writing thus to the church at Rome, because he 
feels it his duty as an apostle to the Gentiles. He likens 
himself to a priest who stands before the altar and presents 
the Gentiles to the churches. He boasts in his spiritual labors 
and his pioneering efforts in gospel evangelism. He delights 
to go where Christ has not been named. He plans to go to Spain 
soon and will pass through Rome, where he hopes to receive in¬ 
spiration and aid for this future work. In the meantime he 
solicits the prayers of the church for his safety. 
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Phoebe is recommended to the church. She deserves their 
interest and core for her contribution to the cause of Chris¬ 
tianity. Then follow twenty-six personal mentions, among whom 
are Aquila and Priscilla, The chapter concludes with a doxology. 
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OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY OK CHAPTER VII 
(according to Sanday) 

1 . Transition from Law to Grace—Analogy of Marriage, w. 1-6 

A. Lav; binds woman while husband alive. 

B. Christian wedded to old state, 

C. Old state killed through identification with death of Christ. 

D. New relationship with Christ. 

2. Law and Sin, w. 7-25 

A. Law and sin identified. 

B. Law reveals sin—stirs it to action. 

C. Sin thus exposed. 

D. The two imperatives. 


COMMENTARY 


v,l The use of "law" in this verse must have reference, 
not to a specific law, but law in general. 

v.2 The allegory beginning with this verse and continuing to the 
end of the third verse has caused much discussion among commentators. 

The dispute is over the use Paul makes of his illustration when he 
comes to make its application. This, however, we shall leave until 
we come to the application as found in verses four and on. 

Twice in this verse the law is mentioned. In the first there 
is no article used. "Bound by Law" is the way it reads. In the 
second use it is called "the law of the husband." 

There need be no comment on the simple facts of the marriage 
law to which Paul here alludes. The woman, he says, must not be 
joined to another husband, or a different husband, as the Greek 
gives it, as long as her husband lives. Her freedom to marry again 
depends on the death of him to whom she is now united by a law, 
called "the law of her husband." These facts must be kept in mind 
as we proceed with the application made by Paul in the verses to follow. 

v.It "Ye also are made dead to the law through the body of Christ. 11 
"Ye are made dead." Is Paul now holding to his illustration? In it, 
the husband dies and is no more heard of, but the Christian is married 
to another in the "good news" of Paul’s universal gospel, of which he 
speaks in the first chapter of this epistle. 

On the use made of this simile there are a variety of opinions. 

Two contrasting comments may be given to illustrate the attempts made 
by commentators to reach the significance of Paul’s statements. 
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: iyers seems inclined to the theory first advanced by Chrysosturn; 
namely that of "an inversion of comparison." This early commentator 
contended that Paul wished to say it was the law that died , but he 
confused the simile out of consideration of the Jews, fearing it would 
meet with such violent disapproval that the lesson intended would bo 
completely lost. This same theory is now accepted by many commentators 
Sunday, however, seems to recognize no confusion in Paul*s treat¬ 
ment of the matte^.^ He sets forth the comparison thus: 

The wife —True/self or ego. Permanent through all change. 

The first husband —The old state before conversion to Christianity 
The law of the husband —The law which condemned the old state. 

The new marriage —Union of convert with Christ. 

In the expression "Ye" are made dead to the law through the body 
of Christ, "there is no possible allusion to the "death of the law," 
as Calvin and others interpret it. The Christians or "my brethren" 
as Paul here designates them, are those who die to the law. Nov; if 
wo go to the illustration used it becomes apparent that the law under 
which the woman is bound is "the law of her husband." That, of course, 
would mean the marriage law, under which the woman was first united 
to the man, who by this law became her husband, or as it reads in the 
Greek she became a "Woman under the authority of a husband." Comment¬ 
ing on this law, Myers observes that in the Greek expression used, 
there is not here a genitive of apposition, but that the law is the 
lav: that determines the relation of the wife to the husband. 

It would seem more consistent to leave the metaphor just as 
Paul states it, and rather than insist on an "inversion of compari¬ 
sons," when it comes to the application, attempt to carry the figure 
through as Sanday has done and as Gore and some others seem inclined 
to do. Thus Gore briefly states it. "The death of the man in the 
allegory dissolves the force of law in the interest of another—his 
wife." 

So, to use Sandav*s "equals," as we proceed, we would say the 
one made "dead to the law through the body of Christ" was the old 
state before conversion . The old self dies, but the law must re¬ 
main. It is true, however, that the function of the law dies. This 
function Paul has previously stated in his letter to the Galatians, 
in which he said "the law was the "boy-leader," the one who guards and 
attends the boy to and from school. Its duty was to point out the 
way, but it never could impart strength for obedience, or to rescue 
one under its condemnation. It always condemned sin with a "thou 
shalt die." So when the old life of sin is destroyed the condemna¬ 
tion of the law must automatically cease, for as stated in verse 
one, "the lav; has dominion over a man as long as he lives." 



Thu true self then— reverting to the "equals" previously mention¬ 
ed— being the woman in the allegory, does not die. The Christian 
suffers no physical death; it is his old state that dies, or rather 
"has been m^do dead." It was sin that slew him, but as Paul later 
says, sin used the law to bring about the death. 

The purpose of this death is clearly stated. It was that the 
woman or the "true self" might be legally ’united to another. The 
word here used for another in its English version, conveys a differ¬ 
ent meaning that just another of the same kind. The Greek word 
here used for "another" emphasizes the point that the second mar¬ 
riage was with a different kind of husband, as this time the 
Christian is united with Christ. 

Before leaving this important verse—for it is the key to the 
rest of the chapter—it might be of interest, and perhaps some 
profit, to notice the observation made by Myers, who thinks the 
death of the Christian could be accepted and the husband, he says, 
implies the death of the woman also, by virtue of the two spouses in 
one person. To support this view he refers to Paul's use of this 
figure in his Ephesian letter (5i28). The wife ceases to exist, he 
again repeats, in respect to her legal connection to her husband. 
Something might be said in favor of this observation, yet it fails 
to do v;hat the other theory seems to be in harmonizing the inter¬ 
pretation and the allegory. 

w. 5,6 The expression "in the flesh" would seem to be 
synonymous with the "old man" in other places, but there is nothing 
in this expression to give any information, for it would not be 
sinful, necessarily. If Paul is talking about the average man who 
was attempting to w ork out his salvation by meeting the requirements 
of law-wwhich we believe he is—"the passions marked by sin" of which 
he speaks, which were by the law, must mean the condemnation passed 
by the law on conscious sin which, itself has been revealed by law, 
and which consequently brings the penalty of death to the one in 
whom it is found. 

It is sin then that is holding one down, and not the law, 
for there can be no condemnation by the lav; where sin does not exist. 
This is exactly what Paul now says has happened, "having died to 
that wherein we were holden" we are nov; "discharged from the lav;." 

B. Lav; and Sin w. 7-2g 

An explanation by illustration of the manner by which Law 
exposes sin in the life where it exists. 

In this section Paul has certainly differentiated between what 
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the law was considered bo be by those who were bound by it, and 
what God had always intended it to be. This distinction Paul 
clearly conceived and wished to transmit the conception to the 
Christians to whom he was writing. To all, except a few (Christians, 
the law was a system "whereby they could establish a claim upon 
God’s favor—earn his forgiveness and secure a righteousness of 
their own," However, no matter ho;; much they tried they were con¬ 
stantly confronted with its condemnation. This acknowledged fact 
Paxil now illustrates by a specific command. But the ideal purpose of 
God in this was that His moral character might be set before his 
people, and that his law would portray their undone condition, and 
their helplessness in seeking escape from sin’s consequences through 
the law which had nothing to offer, and which was intended to point 
them to the author of this law as the only source of hope for escape 
from their sinful condition. 

It is a matter of little consequence, in considering the great 
truths Paul is here enunciating, whether this portion of the chapter 
is autobiographical or not. This may have been Paul’s own exper¬ 
ience, or it may be his conception of other men’s experience who 
were then doing what he previously had been doing in relation to the 
law. The important thing is to catch the significance of the exper¬ 
ience here narrated, 

vv. 7,8, The question asked concerning sin is the most logical 
one to expect. Since there has been death because of sin and since 
sin came when law came "what shall we say then" about the law, is it 
also sin? The question is not, "is the lax; the cause of sin/" 

Alfred thinks Paul would not have denied the question in one sense. 
This may be true. The idea is, is the law sinful? Emphatically he 
protests such a suggestion. Its fxmction, he says, is to reveal 
sin. As an example he takes the tenth command of the decalogue. "I 
had not known sin but through law, for I had not known lust urless 
the law had said ..." It was the law then, Paul says, that made 
sin manifest to him. But sin itself used the law to bring about 
this manifestation; for he adds, "sin finding occasion wrought in 
me through the commandment all manner of coveting," What Paxil 
really says here about sin is, "Sin having taken "a base operation"... 
worked in me to the finish." 

The expression here used is a military one, which practice is 
quite common in Paul’s writing. He is xindoubtedly intending to show 
the part played by the law in the ruin of man through sin. The law 
cannot be blamed. This he later proves, and completely exonerates 
it in the conclxision of its holiness, justice, and goodness. It is 
the "fulcrxim," of sin, as some commentators remark. It is so es¬ 
sential to the work of sin that it becomes a "base of operation." 

This woxild indicate quite clearly the fxonction of law and this 
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or. vicos iy is Paul's conclusion one his burn ri seems to be lo tnia 
greet fact across t.o his readers, far ha repeatedly reverts to this 
in an attempt bo contrast the life in Christ with that of the old 
conception of salvation earned through obedience to law. "Apart fro: 
lav. sin is dead." To loot to the lav; for help is in vain. All it vi 
possible do is to uncover sin. It does not create sin. Sin is \Iv¬ 
in the life, but it becomes apparent riven law is introduced. Tniv, 
of course, was always the intention of God. 

w« r-11 "I was alive at one time without law." Whether this 
refers to Paul's life as a child or previous to his conversion is a 
question difficult to settle. Philippi folds with Melanchthor in. the 
possibility of a childhood experience here indicated, yet he. thinks 
there may be more than merely this. He says, "Thus we have no doubt, 
with Melanchthon, to distinguish a three-fold status in the life of 
Paul." This he calls; (l) that of security, (2) of legality, (3) of 
regeneration. This expression; "I was living without law at- one 
time," he thinks comes before the Pharisaic period, which would be 
the second in the above grouping. Just when this came in Paul’s 
experience we have no way of determining. However, we do know that 
Paul reached a time when he could say his conduct before the law was 
blameless. This was his Pharasaic period, for he at that time de¬ 
clared himself to be a Pharisee of the Pharisees. 

It would be incorrect to assert that Paul was not condemned by 
the law even before his Damascus experience; for the words of the 
Lord to him at that time would indicate a previous experience with 
this matter. "It is hard for thee to kick against the goads." 
Therefore, even in this Pharasaic period Paul was not free from "con¬ 
victions" made through a knowledge of the law. Thus it becomes 
evident that it would be about impossible clearly to define the 
limits cf these three periods. Yet it is not difficult to concede 
their existence. 

It is equally true that there were three similar periods in the 
history of God’s people and thus there would seem to he good reasons 
for making the application of Paul's words either to himself or to 
those whose experience had been similar to his own. This seems to re 
the meaning. 

To follow this through then, we wcula think of the time when 
there was life without law, as the period of ignorance of sin and id; 
results. It may be in youth or it may be in the history of a people, 
before light comes. In other words, before the law enters. There 
must bo such a period according to Paul’s reasoning, for he says, 

"when the commandment came." He was certainly not without law -hen 
he was attempting his obedience to its precepts, to gain a righieouenee 
for himself that would .justify him before God. 





The death here said to have resulted from the coming of tne 
coiuRaiior.vant would correspond, no doubt, to the death of the husband 
in the metaphor. It is Paul’s old state that dies. He, the true 
Faul, or the woman in the illustration, lives on; but when her 
husband dj.es the law that governed that relationship must of nec¬ 
essity also pass away. The law had dominion as long as there is 
life, is what Paul said at the beginning of this discussion. He is 
remaining close to his first statements and illustration. 

"Sin came to life." It is not a birth of sin but rather an 
unveiling of sin. It had previously been active in the life, but 
had not been identified, nor indeed could it be identified unless 
by law, for, remember "where there is no law there is no sin." 

It was not the law that slew Paul, it was sin. Sin took 
occasion through the law, first to work out all manner of sin 
(verse 8); and second, to beguile—to cause to walk out of the 
way or lose the way; and third, to slay (verse 11). 

w« 12, 13 The law must be kept before his readers in its 
proper light. There arises the danger of associating the law 
with sin. Paul anticipates this and immediately declares the 
honor due to the law, and thus frees it from any undeserved stigma. 

Sanday says: "Law reveals the sinfulness of sin, and by this 
very revelation stirs up the dormant sin to action. But this is 
not because the lav; itself is evil--on the contrary it is good—but 
that sin may be exposed and its guilt aggravated." 

v. 1U "The law is spiritual" means it is divine; it has divine 
attributes. It comes from a divine author. The law is spiritually 
inclined, but I am made of flesh* 

v. 15 This verse introduces Paul’s "two imparatives." "For 
what I am doing, or working out, I know not, that is, experimentally; 
as opposed to the mental act of acquiring knowledge. What I wj.ll not- 
(to do), that I practice , or continue to do , but what I habe, that I 
sometimes do . The distinction made here in the use of the Wo verbs 
is very interesting, and has evident significance in the thought Paul 
is endeavoring to clarify in the minds of his readers, and which is 
of equal importance and value to us today, who are experiencing the 
same struggle Paul had in his day. If we get the apparent meaning 
from the carefully worded expression we can say for the one in Christ 
that he never wills to do the things he discovers he has been doing 
or practicing, but that he sometimes does those things he actually 
hates. This hatred of the Christian is, of course, for sin; there¬ 
fore he has sinned, sometimes ? Yes I but not willfully. This, one can 
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readily see, would be in harmony with John's commitment on the 
question of sin, and its relation to the Christian, when he soys, one 
in Christdoes not sin, or is not sinning. There can be no consent 
to the act in his life, yet he must continually seek forgiveness for 
that which he sometimes does, but without the consent of his will. 

v. 16 The conclusion now drawn by Paul is perfectly logical 
and in favor of the law as he intends it to be. "If I sometimes do 
what I wish not, I consent to the law that it is good." The word 
used for good is one of two that might have been selected by Paul, 
who evidently chose the one he did for some purpose. The word here 
used means morally beautiful, noble. The other word Paul frequently 
employed means good, with beneficial purposes and results. To use 
the latter word in place of the former in this instance would be 
saying the law was capable of bestowing beneficial results upon those 
whose sins it pointed out. Where this stated thus it would throw 
into confusion all we have been attempting to understand in Paul's 
unfolding of the plan of God for the Christian in his relation to law. 

v. 17 "As the case now stands, I am no longer working it but 
"the-dwelling-in-me-sin." This is the exact meaning of the Greek. 

The sin that works is that which dwelleth in me, for it places the 
blame exactly and only where it belongs. This may be an allusion 
again to the illustration with which Paul started us on this quest 
for the truth of the relation between the law and sin. The first 
husband or "the old man" to which the individual must be bound as long 
as long as he lives. 

v. 18 In the flesh there can be no hope, for in it originates 
not only the desire for evil, but in it there is no resistance when 
the will dictates a course contrary to the "Bent" of the flesh. 

There is the desire to do what is right in the heart of him who ex¬ 
pects to accomplish his own righteousness through the law, but there 
is in him no possible way to accomplish this desired end, 

v. 1? "The good which I would, I do not do even sometimes, but 
the evil I would not, that I practice." 

v. 20 But if I sometimes do those things I have not willed to 
do, the blame is not on me, Paul says, but on the sin in me. This 
would indicate the existence of sin in the life of one wholly con¬ 
secrated to God which would not be accounted as sin, because there 
is no consenting to its existence, but whose presence cannot be 
dismissed because of the weakness of flesh due to inherited sin. 
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v, 21 I find then this law. Here the article is used as a 
demonstrative pronoun, it least this is a permissable use of the 
article, and inasmuch as there is a specific law indicated, and 
nothing in the context would suggest its being the law of God, it 
becomes evident that here Paul introduces a law which he says he 
discovered, which law operated against his carrying out a good 
intention. This discovered law continues to be the topic of dis¬ 
cussion to the close of the chapter. 

w. 22, 23 Now there are the three laws; namely, the law of 
God, the law of the mind, and the law of the body or members. The 
conflict lies among these three. The law in the members, it will 
be noted, is the "law of sin." This law is in deadly conflict with 
the law of the mind, which Paul says was in conformity to the third 
law--the law of God. It would seem the conflict is about like this. 
The mind of the individual is made up to serve the law, but attempts 
prove a failure; for what he wishes he finds he cannot do. This is 
exactly the function of the law of God. It stands aside while this 
internal struggle continues. If its purpose is fully accomplished 
the man acknowledges his helplessness and flees to Christ for as¬ 
sistance. In that sense the law leads us to Christ, 

w. 2h, 25 "Wretched man that I am." The word here trans¬ 
lated "wretched" really means one suffering from a callus, being 
a compound word meaning "one who bears a callus." What a striking 
picture of real suffering. The suffering comes from "this death 
which finds a lodgement in the body." There is deliverance from 
such an unfortunate condition, Paul has discovered, and this de¬ 
liverance is through Christ. 

If verse 25 is still speaking of Paul and his experience be¬ 
fore conversion, this verse would seem to be a terse statement of 
just what happens to one who is expecting to earn salvation through 
the law. The mind is fully convinced of its duty by the law but 
that is as far as it can go. Sin is apparent, but by law may it 
be subdued? The law has no solution. Thus it would not stand if 
not for the power supplies in the gospel. This he now presents in 
the next chapter. 

OUTLINE OF ROMANS VIII 'S 7 ' 

(according to Sanday) 

I. The fruits of the incarnation, w. 1-U 


A. Sin Dethroned from human heart 

B. The Spirit of Christ installed 
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J. vr.vi- the law of Moses could not clo has been accomplished 
II. The life of the flesh and the life of the Spirit, w. 5-11 

A. Two states compared 

1. Life of self indulgence—death, 

2. Submission to Spirit-reconciliation. 

B. Sure pledge of immortality if in the Spirit 
III, Sons hip and Heirship, w. 12-17 

A. Ascetics to worldly life. 

B. Spirit confirms consciousness of inheritance. 

C. To share glory with God some day. 

IV. Suffering the path to glory, w. 18-2$ 

A. Suffering and glory alike parts of great cosmic movement 

B. Pangs, the pangs of new birth. 

G. Creation and Christians wait painfully for redemption. 

V. The Assistance of the Spirit, w, 26,27 

A. Plan laid in eternity. 

1. Call 

2. Acquittal 

3. Reception into glory 

VII. The proof and assurances of Divine love, w. 31-3? 

A. Nothing to fear. 

B. God—the nudge—on our side, 

C. Christ intercedes. 

D. Love of God so strong nothing can intercept it. 

COMMENTARY 

I. The Fruits of the Incarnation, w. 1-U . 

As Sunday remarks, "this chapter...is an expansion of the 
expression *the grace of God through Jesus Christ our Lord*," It 
is through the Spirit and not through the law that the new right- 



eousness of vhich Paul speaks is actually realized in us. 

This section begins in a triumphant spirit. Professor Weiss 
says, because now Paul can declare the glad news that we no longer 
stand alone but that God has come to our assistance in our needs 
through Christ, in whom all that Paul now makes possible for the 
Christian is accomplished. 

v. 1 No condemnation is possible to the one who is in Christ 
Jesus, for of him it is said the devil cometh and findeth nothing 
(no sin) in him. So to the one who recognizes his own helplessness 
and accepts the offer of assistance from Christ there can be no 
condemnation—that is no penal condemnation. "The condemnation that 
used to fall upon the sinner now falls upon his oppressor, sin." 

v. 2 "The law of the Spirit." The authority exercised by 
the Spirit. This would appear to be the Holy Spirit. There have 
been several laws mentioned previously, such as, "the law of the 
mind" and the "law of sin" etc. All of these laws must be care¬ 
fully differentiated from the law of God, or the decalogue in 
Paul's previous discussion of the struggle of one attempting to 
accomplish for himself the right to come before God for examination. 

It would appear, however, that there is little need for these ex¬ 
aminations when discussing the surrendered state of one who no 
longer is overcome with sin. "The law of the Spirit" Sanday says, 
is the authority exercised by the Spirit; and as such, this law 
no longer "a code" but an authority gets the same results and action 
as the code demanded. This seems to be the correct view, for it is 
in harmony with the repeated assertions of Paul concerning the 
enduring character of the principles expressed in the "code" on 
Sinai, The character of this law must ever be "holy and just and 
good." Being free from the law of sin and death, therefore, can¬ 
not possibly be freedom from the ten commandments, for Paul ex¬ 
pressly declares that the law which was good was not made death 
unto him. This expression then could be interpreted, "An authority 
exercised by sin and ending in death," This is that from which 
the law of the Spirit delivers man. 

v. 3 What was impossible for the law to do, God did through 
Christ. The rendering of this verse is not "because it was weak 
through the flesh," but "in which" or "wherein" it was weak through 
the flesh. The thing in which the law failed. In that very thing 
Christ is successful. What was the law's failure if it is good and 
perfect ? The failure, it must be admitted, was not with the law. 

How could it be, if ordained by God for a purpose. No, it did not 
fail. Man failed to recognize its true function and insisted on doing 
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what the law was continually demonstrating could not be done. If 
one is not in the flesh the function of the law is readily conceive';’, 
as Paul himself said, to be that which leads to Christ in whom there 
is no condemnation, because no sin. 

It would seem clear from what has been said thus far that to be 
in Christ is more than a mental attitude. This is an experience in 
which there is no consenting to sin. No sin, no condemnation. The 
life of victory is ^oviously Paul’s thought. 

Christ came as an offering for sin . This "offering for sin" 
expression is found often in the Old Testament for "sin offering" — 
more than fifty times in the book of Leviticus alone. Origin takes 
it in this sense here. "Its object was for sins of ignorance." The 
condemnation thus accomplished is by the death of Christ in xirhich 
he condemned sin. 

v. b "That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in 
us" is the way it reads in the authorized version, but this cannot 
convey the exact meaning. On this point it is interesting to note 
the difference of opinion as expressed by Alfred and Sanday. The 
former insists that obedience to the law is only a part of the full 
accomplishment of the law, which is our full sanctification. Sanday 
says the proper sense of "righteousness" is "that which is laid down 
as right," "That which has the force of right," and hence, "The 
statutes of the law as righteous statutes." 

Those who "walk not after the flesh" or those who walk not be 
the rules of the flesh; whose guiding principles is not the flesh 
and its gratification. 

II. The Life of the flesh and the life of the Spirit, w. 5-11 

The two modes of life that are in direct antithesis are now 
discussed in the following six verses. The impossibility of the 
one, and the reasonableness and certainty of the other are here 
emphatically set forth. 

v. 5 "They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh," The word translated "mind" denotes "the whole action,..of 
the affections and will as well as the reason ." This means a com¬ 
plete surrender to the things of the flesh. This definition of 
"the one after the flesh" might be vised throughout the discussion. 

It probably would help to clarify some contrasts that are set forte. 
The same verb is understood in the clause defining the conduct of the 
one who walks after the spirit. He surrenders the whole action of 
the affections, will, and reason to the spirit. 

Two terms here need some comment, even though they have been 
mentioned before. They are "flesh"—and "spirit," Of the former 
it seems fitting to apply it to the first husband of chapter seven. 
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This, as las been suggested in the chapter, is "the side of human 
nature on which it is morally weak, the side on which man’s physical 
organism leads him to sin." The spirit may not be so easily defined, 
as there are several spirits mentioned by Paul and clearly not all 
cf them have reference to the Holy Spirit, which he designates as 
such a few times and on other occasions the inference is too clear 
to mistake his intention to refer tc the Holy Spirit. The particular 
Spirit here mentioned may refer back to the spirit of life of verse 2 
and this in turn could be the Holy Spirit. There are some who take 
exception to this, but there seems to be little weight to their argu¬ 
ment. 


w, 6, 7 "The mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the 
spirit is peace," Alfred has an interesting paraphrase on this as 
follows: "The mind of the flesh ends in, equals to, amounts to 
death, not merely physical, nor mere unhappiness, as sometimes in 
chapter VII, but in a larger sense, extending into eternity." 

Again the part played by the law becomes important in Paul's 
argument, and should constitute quite an argument for the Antinomian. 
In the Spirit-guided life the law must not be considered of no value. 
Indeed in this life the standard still remains that transcript of 
God's character, those eternal principles which he himself wrote on 
tables of stone. 

w. o-ll In this section the Spirit of God and the Spirit of 
Christ are both mentioned as actively co-operating with the Spirit 
of the individual. Few may agree on the interpretation of these 
expressions in every detail. However, there seems to be in evidence 
four different spirits in these few verses. They are as follows: 

(1) The Spirit of God, (2) The Spirit of Christ, (3) The Holy Spirit 
and (U) The spirit of the individual. The spirit of man is a real 
thing even though abstract. We commonly speak of our spirit; some¬ 
times it is up, and sometimes down. Why could we not attribute the 
same to both God. and Christ, which we would speak of as in this 
instance "the spirit of God, and the Spirit of Christ," Of course 
there is the possibility of both of these being one and the same 
spirit, which we call the Holy Spirit. 

The one who raised Jesus from the dead was God, This he did 
by his spirit. (This could be the Holy Spirit.) By this same 
Spirit, Paul says, God will make alive our mortal bodies. The 
work of the Holy Spirit here described no doubt will be realised 
at the resurrection, but this would not exclude its being done for 
one who was dead in trespasses arid sins. 
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III. Sonship and Heirship, w. 12-17 

v. 12 We are debtors to whom? to what? This may be answered 
from verse eleven. Out bodies have been quickened by the Holy 
Spirit, then, certainly, we have a debt here. We owe it to the one 
who has done all this for us. To live, or rather to continue to 
live, in that life in which he has placed us. It is stated here 
negatively thus "Not to live after the flesh." That is the antith¬ 
esis of "After the Spirit," in which state the believer has been plac: 
by the assistance of the one who "raised up Jesus from the dead." 

There are two courses indicated. One brings life and the other 
brings death. To live after the flesh (which means a life independen 
of Christ) means death. This is inevitable not so much as a conse¬ 
quence, but rather that death is inherent to such conduct. On the 
other hand, to live involves not only decision but some struggle, 
for Paul calls it "to mortify" the deeds of the body. This word 
mortify means to cause to die. There is a. death and the "old man" 
must be subdued. This ought to throw some light on the question of 
the part played by the individual in the working out of his sanc¬ 
tification, for it is evident that this is the predominant theme in 
chapter eight as justification is the prominent word in chapter seven 

v. Ill For as marry as are led by (or in) the spirit of God 
they are sons of God. There is some question as to the rendering of 
this expression. There seems to be no vital issue in the matter, 
but the question concerns the case of "spirit." It cannot be dative. 
If not, is it locative or instrumental? If the former, it would 
read "in the Spirit." If the latter, "by the Spirit," as in the 
Authorized and Revised versions. In either case "sons of God" are 
here defined as those who are where the Spirit indicates, "Being 
led" would indicate submission on the part of the individual. He 
is being led. He follows. It is a Spirit-guided, life. This in 
the Pauline teaching is the brue status of one called "a son of God." 

v» 15> This surrender, Paul immediately assures us is not a 
slavery similar to that in which one found himself while attempting 
to find satisfaction in the law. This is a freedom of sonship. 

That is, adoption of sonship which enables us to call God "Father," 

It is very interesting to notice the use of the verb in the 
expression "we cry Abba, Father." The idea here is to make an 
inarticulate sound such as that made by a frog when it croaks. 

When we become sons of God, we acknowledge God as Father. As new¬ 
born babes we are unable to enter in fully, either spiritually or 



intellectually, to the meaning of all that is involved in this new 
relationship. This may have some bearing on what Paul says in verse 
28 aoout, the necessity of the Spirits intercession in our behalf in 
the matter of the presentation of our prayers to God 

The repetition of the "Father," first in Aramaic and then in 
Creek suggests the bilingual origin of Christianity, according to 
Sarday, who also makes the significant observation that probably 
such repetition had its origin with the Master who, "using familiar¬ 
ly both languages," used this form because of the depth of meaning 
to the word itself for the one who felt the need of its use. 

v, 16 "This confidence is grounded on the testimony of the 
Spirit itself," so Chrysosturn puts it. What is this testimony and 
ho\: is it given? It could be either objective or subjective, but 
it seems to be an opinion, almost unanimous, that the subjective 
appeal is the testimony that gives the confidence. As Alford 
expresses it, "there is a certitude of the spirit’s presence and 
work continually asserted within us." 

v. 17 The rewards of such a union as expressed here by Paul 
baffle the imagination, and suggest a gift that calls for such a 
sacrifice on the part of God that challenges our most devoted 
consideration and contemplation. God will share what he owns with 
those whom he has redeemed. This he planned when in the eternal 
counsels He and Christ made man's salvation certain through the 
gift of Christ to the human family. Through Christ we shall share 
in His divine rights and privileges. 

IV. Suffering is the path to Glory, w. 18-25 . 

'file glorious privileges of sonship just magnified in the last 
sentences of the preceeding paragraph have undoubtedly brought to 
Paul’s mind the contrast with the suffering now being experienced 
by the true Christian, and he seizes upon it and thus the question 
of suffering plays a prominent part in the argument he is now 
pursuing. The "groanings" for release from this condition come 
from the whole of creation, from the Holy Spirit and from the in¬ 
dividual himself. 

y» 16 The work here used means "to calculate," "to weigh 
mentally," "to count up on one side and on the other." When this 
has been accomplished Paul says the glory so out-weighs all the 
suffering of this life that there is no grounds for making any 
comparisons. 
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v. 19 ''Tie eager expectation of the creation." The noon here 
is ■ vary expressive one and means to "wait with outstretched head" 
and denotes diversion from other things and concentration on a single 
object. 

"All creation, except man, both animate and inanimate eagerly 
awaits the revelation of God in his sons. This waiting continues to 
the end," 


w, 20, 21 Not because of an inherent guilt, but because of 
God*s will, all creation has been subjected to this vanity because 
of sin. Yet it too will share in the blessings to come through the 
deliverance that is realized in Christ Jesus. 

w, 22, 23 This same longing for freedom from sin and its 
resulcs is the experience of the creature concerned. The adoption 
is not fully realized until the redemption of the body. This ob¬ 
viously has reference to the glorified body of the resurrection, and 
is designated "this hope" by the use of the article in the next sen¬ 
tence. " y " 

w, 2h, 2 5 '"By hope," or "in hope," which is the proper ex¬ 
pression? There has been a difference of opinion among some out¬ 
standing commentators. It all depends on the case chosen, as it 
might be either instrumental or locative. The argument in favor of 
the locative "in hope" is principally based on the belief that the 
instrumental use as in Faith or Grace would be contrary to Pauline 
teachings and so "in hope are we saved" is the preferred use, Alford, 
Sanday and others concur in this use. 

7. The Assistance of the Spirit, w. 26 , 27 . 

w. 26, 27 In this struggle we art not alone, for the Holy 
Spirit "co-operates" with us in our weakness—to take hold of at 
the side so as to support. The thought is not the object of our 
prayers but the manner of our prayers. This is the strict meaning, 
but there is not much difference, for the manner in which a prayer 
is offered is determined largely by the object of his prayers. 

The intercession of the Spirit results in the prayer of the 
suppliant being presented to God in a way that is best for him and 
according to the will of God, which must be for the good of him who 
makes his request, whether it is what he expects or not. 

71. The Ascending Process of Salvation, w, 28-30 . 

v « 28 All things work together . This does not mean that all 
things are good. They may be bad in themselves, such as sad mis- 



71 


r'ortum;: i 1 me life of him who io trying by the help of God uo live 
in Garmon, with the will cf God for him. These misfortunes when 
worked out by God may eventually make their contributions to the 
good, which can be none other than the eternal salvation of the 
child of God. 

This working out is for those who "love God." If this is kept 
in mind the difficulty some encounter in Paul’s next statements could 
be averted. Let us see how clearly it works out if we start right 
here. Paraphrasing what is said we have this: Those who love God 
are the "called ones," and these are called according to, or in 
harmony with, God’s predetermined plan, which provided great 
blessings and continued guidance to those ’who, loving him, would 
submit their lives to Him—thus making possible this guidance. Those 
whom he foreknew as the objects of his plan. He at that time deter¬ 
mined or ordained that they should be conformed to the image of his 
son, that he might be the most precious or chief among many brethren. 
Stating this as given in verse thirty, there is a perfect ascending 
process in the work of sanctification, as follows: (l) foreordination, 
(2) called, (3) justification, (U) glorification. 

VII. Proofs and Assurance of Divine Love, w. 31-39 

"If God can be above us who can undermine us." This is the 
conclusion one must inevitably draw from what has precede^ 1 . The 
gift of His Son is sufficient evidence and guarantee of his con¬ 
tinued interest in our welfare. We know he has the power, and his 
interest is assured, so why should we not have perfect confidence 
in the outcome, which must be in our favor. His love is our secur¬ 
ity, and this love is so strong that nothing can separate us from 
it. No not everything that may be named except—yes, except,— 
the individual himself. This is just what the Jews were doing, It 
was self that stood in the way. That false idea of their own ab¬ 
ility to work out a righteousness that would present them to God as 
these worthy of all his blessings. 

The sorrow this begets in Paul’s heart and mind he can no 
longer conceal, so he must confess it, and because of this he 
begins a line of reasoning calculated to correct this great error 
in the thinking of his own people—the children of Abraham, accord¬ 
ing to the flesh. 
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OUTLINA. OF ROMANS IX 
(according to Senday) 

I, The Apostle’s sorrow over Israeli Unbelief, w, 1-5 

A. His countrymen excluded from the magnificent 
prospect described in chapter VIII. 

B. In order to help them Paul would sacrifice 
his dearest hopes. 

II, The Rejection of Israel Not Inconsistent with the 

Divine Promises, w, 6-13 . ~~~~~~ 

A, Are God’s promises broken? 

B. Scriptures show that physical descent is not 
enough. 

Ill, The Rejection of Israel Mot Inconsistent with Divine 

Justice, w, lb-29 . 

A. Are God’s dealings unjust? 

B. Script vires show His sovereign authority 
justified. 

C. The creature must not cavil with his creator, 

IV. Israel itself to blame for its rejection, w. 30-33 . 

A, Sought righteousness in their own way. 

B. They stumbled at the coming of the Messias. 

V. The Apostle's Sorrow over Israel’s Unbelief, w, 1-5 . 

COMMENTARY 

In chapter eight the glorious results of the practical 
working out of Paul’s "universal gospel," which, through 
Christ, was to bring freedom from the old bondage of the 
law, has been developed clearly, and reaches a triumphant 
conclusion in the positive assertion that nothing could 
separate one from this blessed security. 

Immediately there comes to the mind of the apostle the 
startling fact that but few of his kinsmen were availing them¬ 
selves of this offer of God through Christ, but rather were 
continuing to trust in themselves to secure righteousness 
through their obedience to law. This caused Paul consider¬ 
able trouble and he says he had "great sorrow and unceasing 
pain in his heart." 
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Not only is he concerned about this lack of interest in 
the "Good Mows*' now being proclaimed, but the mistaken notion 
current among his people as to God's attitude toward the Jews, 
was of equal concern to Paul. In fact, it is on this mistaken 
view of God's plan that the whole chapter is based, and is the 
reason for so much being said about predestination , fpreordina ¬ 
tion , and election . To understand some of the very difficult 
passages in this chapter, one must first see clearly the situa¬ 
tion calling forth such unusual statements. It is on a mis¬ 
understanding of these Old Testament excerpts, used by Paul, 
that much of our present difficulties have arisen. Let us, 
therefore, at the outset state briefly, and as clearly as 
possible, the problem Paul is here considering. 

The Jews, like Paul before his conversion, have been 
taught to believe there is hope of salvation in their ability 
to keep the requirements of the law. This is their law, they 
think. It came to them from God through their great leader, 
Moses. The promise accompanying the law is: "Obey and live; 
disobey and die." Thus far they are correct, for certainly 
no one can inherit God's promises who has not met the require¬ 
ments of this righteous law, xtfhich is a transcript of God's 
holy character. Their mistake, Paul points out, is in attempt¬ 
ing to accomplish this in their own strength. An impossibility 
they should have known for it certainly was made clear to 
them. Furthermore, the Jews were depending on their glorious 
heritage. They were the "children of Abraham," and had not 
God made all his promises to these descendants of Abraham? 

To those who were in this family relationships there was secur¬ 
ity. God was as good as his word, and so they might depend 
on his mercy even though they had not attained to that con¬ 
formity with the Law's requirements. In other words, God 
would take care of the Jew to whom he had given such blessings, 
but as for the Gentile, he ould not expect such favors, be¬ 
cause he had not been numbered with the descendants of Abraham, 
through whose family salvation must come. 

This false conception of "God's plan of administration" 
must be corrected. To do this successfully Paul is ax-rare of 
the fact that he must resort to the Old Testament scriptures 
as his authority. This is done in his masterly way, and with 
such force that we today wonder how any could have evaded the 
persuasion of his logic, and the spiritual appeal with which 
he accompanies it. 

1. 2 The opening expression, "I say the truth, I lie 
not," is Paxiline, and one of the favorites of the Apostle, 

The xonxisxial statement to follow may have made this observation 
necessary. The fact of xonceasing mental and physical pain 
could hardly have called forth such emphatic language. The 
reason is probably seen in the verse that follows. 
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- This wish to te Anathama from Christ—if that be 
the ir^d’ng--.could need some preparatory remark before being 
expressed, for the real force of it is somewhat of a shock 
it first thought, yes, at any tine. It sounds familarly 
like the wish of Moses, made under similar circumstances ; for 
he too was distressed to the point of despair over the con¬ 
tinued sins of his brethern whom he had been called to lead 
from their errors. 

The word "anathama 11 means that which is hung up in the 
temple of the gods. Thus placed it belongs to the god—this 
is the idea. One who takes it, thus becomes accursed. It 
has the meaning of excommunication in New Testament usage, and 
in this sense, probably, was intended by Paul. He would wish 
to offer himself as an offering should such an act result in 
the salvation of his people. 

Some thought may here be given to a suggestion made by 
Rev. Asa Mahan in an interesting little book entitled, "Lec¬ 
tures on the Ninth of Romans." There is no attempt to justify 
his conclusion, but one point in his argument might receive 
some consideration. Briefly stated this is what Rev. Mahan 
thinks this means. Paul is in distress over the course of 
his kinsmen. They are going in the same course he followed 
before Damascus. The ultimate end of such a course he well 
knows must be death, therefore, he is deeply pained when he 
recalls that he himself had at one time "wished" or "willed" 
this very thing they were "willing" in the course they were 
pursuing. They were choosing to follow their own course in 
place of God*s, and consequently must inevitably find them¬ 
selves "Anathema," as he was, when God met him at Damascus. 

The point the above mentioned author stresses here is 
a form of the verb translated "could wish" in the English. 

This verb is here in the impertect tense, not present. The 
argument is that this is not a state of mind in which he had 
been. The meaning would be—"I was nyself once in a state 
of mind in which I did xri.sh to be eternally separated from 
Christ, and in this sense, willed my own hopeless accursed¬ 
ness." 


w. U, 5 The advantages of the Abrahamic lineage accord¬ 
ing to the flesh are here enumerated. The greatest of these 
is, of course, the coming of the Messiah, who was of this 
same line. In speaking of Him Paul declares his divinity 
by attributing to him the title God. The passage in which 
this is found has received much comment, concerning which 
we shall make no remark. Literally it reads: "The one 
being above all God blessed for ever," 

B. The Rejection of Israel not Inconsistent with the Divine 
Promises, w. 6-13. 



w, 6, ?, 6 "But not as if the word of God had fallcn 
out." What word? And what is meant by "Fallen out?" Some 
think the word of proirdse is here intended, while others are 
just as emphatic in their belief that the word of retribu¬ 
tion is the proper idea. Whatever word is intended, it is 
plain to be seen that Paul himself raised the question that 
must be asked by someone. If he did not raise it, certainly 
his hearers would. Since he has propounded the question he 
must himself answer it, and this he now proceeds to do. Which 
might appear that what God had promised (whether retribution 
for sin or reward for family relationship) he would not ful¬ 
fill, according to Paul’s teaching. It seems more consistent 
with the remainder of the chapter to consider this promised 
vrord, that of punishment for evil doing. This very thing 
the Jews were confidently expecting to escape through their 
Abrahamic lineage. The evil result of this "curse-proof" 
attitude his countrymen were assuming, we repeat, was the 
source of Paul’s deep heart-anguish at this time. 

Wow follows the most startling statement Paul could 
have made tc a Jew. It elucidated what he has previously 
said about God's promises, but in turn it must be proved. 

The statement is that all are not eligible to receive the 
promises made by God, who can trace their ancestry through 
Abraham. Paul has not set himself a task, but that he under¬ 
stood what is involved in the problem is clear from his skill¬ 
ful handling of its various phases, and his masterful hand¬ 
ling of Old Testament Scripture in such a convincing way, 
proof that certainly must have made a profound impression 
upon the most bigoted Jew of his day. 

His first point comes in a quotation from Genesis, 

"In Isaac shall thy seed be called." This means that God 
never intended to include all the children of Abraham. 

Only the descendants of Isaac could be numbered. Again, 
not all the children of Isaac would qualify, for God had 
decided that through Jacob only could this seed be numbered. 

w. 9 , 10 Who then are the seed? "The children 
according to promise." The promise did not include Ishmael. 

It was very explicit. Wot only was the heir promised, but 
the time of his birth wss also determined. It must be care¬ 
fully noted, as we proceed, just why all this familiar 
history is recited. The Jews were familiar with all these 
details, but they had not seen their full significance in 
relation to God’s sovereign rights. It is just this that 
Paul, obviously, is endeavoring to clarify for his kinsmen 
who are in need of further knowledge on this important ques¬ 
tion. 
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’."hen God is planning for his children according to the 
lesh, ho reserves the right to decide just how they should 
be numbered. No one had ever thought of challenging his 
right to do this. Even the most devout legalist among the 
Jews would not dare to offer a protest: for to him it was 
very evident that he who had the ability and desire to bestow 
something special, to a select group, certainly should have 
the right to decide who would be numbered and what must be 
done by one to be considered eligible for membership in such 
a group. As Paul continues, it is interesting to observe how 
he develops the idea of God’s plan of administration, and we 
shall shortly see its implication in the whole problem Paul 
has set before us. The question, as we have already suggested, 
is one of choice, or election on the part of God. 

There might be some explanation given for God’s selection 
of Isaac in place of Ishmael, for the latter was born of a 
concubine: but in the case of Jacob and Esau, now presented, 
there cannot be such a reason offered, and the choice must be 
arbitrary and deliberate on God’s part. These were twins, 
both of the same mother. 

w. 11-13 Before these children were bom a choice 
was made. Even before they had done any good or bad. It 
must be evident from the context of this quotation from 
Genesis 2$:23 that not individuals are meant in this promise, 
for it reads, "And the Lord said unto her two nations are in 
thy womb, and two manner of peoples shall be separated from 
thy bowels: and the one people shall be stronger than 'the 
other people." 

This prenatal pronouncement oy God concerning the nations 
to come from these twins proves the very thing Paul insists 
must be true: namely, that all of these arbitrary selections 
made by God were made "that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand," and that it becomes evident that this 
choice does not result in anything one might do, but wholly 
and entirely upon what God himself wishes. 

Let it be carefully noted that thus far nothing is said 
about spiritual relationships, salvation or justification, 
but only about the descendants of Abraham, to whom certain 
promises were made, which descendants would be determined 
arbitrarily by God himself. That is, if one found his lineage 
counted among the seed of Abraham who would receive special 
blessings. It is true they might rightly contend for Abrahamie 
relationship, as could also the descendants of Esau, but 
that would not constitute them a part of the group called "the 
seed of Abraham." Every Jew would consent to this, for as 
Paul now points out, only children of "the promise" could 
participate in the relationship. "The promise," as shown. 



77 . 


•.'leant more than the family of Isaac: for there was another 
promise mr-de when Jacob and Esau were born. 

C, The Rejection of Israel Not Inconsistent with Divine 

Justice, w. XU-29 

In view of the fact above shown, namely, that God rejects 
one and accepts another "apart from either privilege or birrs 
or human merit , 11 there arises the second objection; is not 
God's conduct arbitrary and unjust? The first objection, it 
will be recalled, was concerning God's promises. Have they 
been fulfilled? The appeal to Old Testament Scripture has 
answered this question. God has fulfilled his promises, but 
the objects of the promises are not what the Jews had decided. 
They had overlooked a very important point in the giving of 
these promises. They were made by God to those to whom he 
chose, which choice was arbitrary on his part, as shown in 
the sons of Abraham. In both cases the individuals chosen 
had no choice in the matter. The facts Paul here points out 
may net. be controverted by the Jew, as this was clearly the 
plan of God in the choice of his people, and each one who 
claimed Abrahamic ancestry traced his lineage through Isaac 
and Jacob, and not Ishmael or Isa ,u This first objection 
having been considered, Paul now raises the second which logi¬ 
cally must follow. 

v. lli "Is there injustice with God?" Can not this ar¬ 
bitrary selection be justified? Any other idea would be in¬ 
compatible with the thought of a just God. He who is just in 
all things cannot in this matter exercise injustice. All 
Paul is doing is setting forth the facts as he knows them. 

Now he illustrates the principle of divine action in two typi¬ 
cal and opposite incidents: in the case of Moses, in which 
divine grace is exhibited; in that of Pharaoh, in which divine 
severity is exhibited. 

v. 15 Take the case of Moses, In breaking into the 
experience related in Exodus 33, Paul is assuming a know¬ 
ledge of all details here; otherwise there appears to be 
little point in the quotation used, for it is only part of 
the conversation of God with Moses. It is necessary, there¬ 
fore, for the reader to go to the Old Testament account and 
familiarize himself with the facts as they are. Briefly 
stated they are as follows: Moses, upon returning from the 
valley where the golden calf had been destroyed, requested 
God to pardon the sin of the people. This is found in Chap¬ 
ter 32. In verses 32-3U is found God's reply, and this is 
important: "Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I 
blot out of my book....in the day when I will visit their 
sin upon them." 
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It would appear that God has considered both requests of 
Moses. As for' blotting cut his name from the book, God says 
tie does this only to those who have sinned. That is, it is 
not done by request, but rather, and only, in the case where 
sin remains in the life. In the case of the second request 
the principle of divine administration is what decides the 
answer, and it is very evident. God wills to show favor to 
those who obey him and to punish or reject those who disobey 
him. Thus in this instance may be seen an illustration of 
God's predestined plan. It is God's decree concerning his 
people and it cannot be changed. Other requests God may freel 
grant to Moses, but anything that does net conform to this pre 
determined law of God mdst never be considered, for in this 
respect God never changes. This seems to be the underlying 
truth upon which Paul builds all his argument, and to keep 
problems found in the following verses. The quotation selecte 
by Paul from this very experience certainly sums up the con¬ 
versation between Moses and God. In reply to the request for 
a sign of His divine favor, God said to Moses, "I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious and will show mercy to 
whom I will show mercy." Ex. 33'19 

v. 16 . From this there seems to be but one conclusion.. 

"So then," Paul says, "it is not to him that willeth, nor to 
him that runneth, but to God that hath mercy." The condition 
upon which mercy may be obtained God hod determined and there 
can be no change. Its reception, then, does not depend on 
any condition prescribed by the one seeking it. He may wish 
it ever so much, and even may be running after it—as the Jews 
were doing—but unless and until he had met God's conditions 
for the reception he could never receive it. This view of the 
matter frees God of any charge of unfairness or injustice. 

It does, however, permit liim the perogative of stating his own 
terms for the dispensing of the blessings he wishes to impart. 

Wasn't this exactly what the Jew was doing? He was pre¬ 
scribing conditions for God. Disregarding "God's method of 
salvation" he was "going about to establish his own righteous¬ 
ness." He should have been inquiring about the conditions of 
mercy rather than himself proclaiming who should or who should 
not receive itj He was depending on his lineal descendance 
from Abraham as his sole right for the mercies of God. 

v. 17 » In further support of the conclusion just reached, 
and in answer to the question concerning God's justice, Paul 
next considers the case of Pharaoh. It will readily be con¬ 
ceded tliat there must be something in the statement made tc 
Pharaoh that has a direct bearing on this question now under 
consideration, and this we must attempt to understand if we 
would know Paul's mind. 
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■'For this purpose Ya'ie I raised thee up." "Purpose" is 
. supplied word. The literal translation, Lange says, should 
be: "For this have I preserved thee (caused thee to stand). 

The word in the Greek for "caused thee to stand" means "awaken, 
"wake up," "raise from the dead," "awake," "arouse." There is 
no suggestion here of "bringing into being." The choice of 
this word suggests the intention to convey the meaning four.-, 
here which is to raise from one state to another, such as from 
sleep to consciousness, from death to life, or from sickness 
to health. What could this mean in Pharaoh's case, if not 
being raised from the condition in which he had found himself 
as the result of the plague of "boils breaking out with blains 
upon man and upon beast?" The meaning is clear. If God had 
not relieved the plagues Pharaoh would have been cut off. 

But in the exercise of his mercy God has halted the plagues 
on Pharaoh. 

The reason for God's doing this is unmistakable. "In 
order to show in thee my power." It might not change the 
meaning too seriously to omit "in" before "thee" and make .it 
read "thee." This is the true rendering. The literal trans¬ 
lation of the Hebrew is "to cause thee to see." On this 
Lange remarks: "Literally; in order to cause thee to see. 

There is no possible ambiguity in the Hebrew. God's power 
was to be shown to Pharaoh, not in him." 

If we read the statement now with these suggested changes 
it would be: "I have raised thee up (restored thee to health) 
that I might, first, show thee my power (in thy salvation, if 
thou wilt follow my unchangeable plan for the development of a 
righteous character); and, second, that my name might be de¬ 
clared in all the earth, through my mercy, if thou wilt repent; 
or through my judgments, should my anneal fail." 

How different this sounds from the predestinarian theory 
that would have God bring Pharaoh into the world just for the 
purpose of exhibiting the nature of this wrath on those who 
disobey. On the contrary this view leaves Pharaoh alone in 
his choice. It represents God in his proper role of a oestower 
of mercy on all who will accept. It shows his "longsuffc-ring" 
of which Paul will later speak. He preserved the life of 
Pharaoh in order to give him an opportunity to save himself 
from disaster, and in this same act he demonstrated to the 
world his never-changing attribute of mere;'-. Thus in Moses 
and Pharaoh is exhibited God's willingness to grant life to 
those who obey and his determination to "cut off" those who 
disobey. Again Paul has brought forth his great truth of sal¬ 
vation not by the law but by the mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ. 

v» 18 Now when one reads Paul's own expressed conclusion 
drawn from his use of the Old Testament experiences there need 
not be such unwarranted distortions of his thought, if his pri- 
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m.:>y objective be kept always in mind. He was writing at that 
time to change the attitude of his fellow countrymen toward 
the law. If they are to have mercy, it must come as a gift. 

It cannot be earned. This accounts for his much-abused state¬ 
ment, "He hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth." His will, however, as we have repeatedly 
expressed, is to have mercy on these who surrender to his gui¬ 
dance, and reserved retributions to those who have rendered 
themselves reprobate. So to him, who like Pharaoh, resists 
the approaches of God in whatever manner he chooses to approach 
man for his ultimate salvation, shall in thus resisting cause 
his own heart to be hardened. In this sense both he and God 
could be said to have hardened the heart. The experience in¬ 
tended for salvation, because of its misuse, has resulted in 
hardening the heart and maiding it impervious to all approaches 
of the Spirit, 

v, 19 The questioner in this case is not Paul. He sim¬ 
ply quotes what the Jew is expected to say in reply to his ar¬ 
gument at this stage. It is the Jew to whom Paul has been 
addressing his remarks who now says, "Why does God still find 
fault: For who can withstand his will?" We must not confuse 
the issue at this point. Let it be kept in mind that the Jew 
was a predestinarian. It is he who expects God to save him, 
as a Jew, regardless of his moral conduct. This being a de¬ 
cree of God, he will not fail. If Paul were in agreement 
with their theory there would be no differnece between them. 
This would be a difficult matter for most predestinariar.s 
to ae,lust. 

v. 20 Two accusations are now brought against this 
cavil of the Jews. First, Paul says, you are replying 
against God when you tall: thus. Had he not already proved 
unequivocally to them from their Scriptures just what is the 
divine plan of administration in temporal as well as in spirit¬ 
ual things? The second is concerning their inconsistency in 
thinking the creature may argue with his creator. They 
had acknowledged God as their creator because on this the 
Scriptures were very clear. 

v. 21 In order to reinforce this argument Paul now goes 
to the Old Testament for another illustration. So in this, as 
in other illustrations let us be careful to understand the set¬ 
ting and all the circumstances, so far as possible, before we 
try to apply the illustration to the present situation. 

The reasonableness of Paul’s doctrine is made more evident 
in this apt selection from the writing of Jeremiah. It will 
not be possible in this brief review of the passage to say all 
that should be said, but a careful reading soon discloses the 
\aiderlying meaning, and the reason for its use by Paul. It is 
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ex' cMy in line with whut he has been saying. The clay is in 
ihe hands of the potter, who, according to the record here in 
Jeremiah l t; :l-10, waits for those who have been following their 
own way to "turn from their evil," so he can do all the good 
he wishes to do for them. This free-will on the part of the 
clay is too often overlooked. In fact the outstanding thing 
in the parable is this choice of the clay. Few catch the sig¬ 
nificance of this, but wish to carry the parable through as 
one might thjnk it should go rather than to wait for the inter¬ 
pretation as given by the narrator. What if the facts are con¬ 
trary to the natural order? That has nothing to do with the 
lesson. The parable is not a lesson in science. It is told 
to teach a moral lesson. What difference does it make in Paul’s 
o»m illustration of grafting in chapter eleven? The lesson is 
clear, even though some of the processes he describes may be 
contrary to their natural operation.. What Jeremiah learned 
from the Lord, concerning what he observed the potter doing, was 
that God works with his creatures without distinction— . id is 
attempting to carry out a plan for them which plan may be 
thwarted or augmented according to the wish of him with whom 
God is working. This is true as well of nations. If they 
turn from an evil course, God proceeds with his plan, which 
must be for the good of his creatures. If, on the other hand, 
there is an unwillingness to accept God’s prearranged plan for 
their salvation, and a determination to work out a plan of 
their own, then God "Will repent of the good wherewith he said 
he would benefit them." 

God may not make all vessels alike. This is his ora 
affair. He who can make intelligent creatures should have 
enough intelligence to know why he made them so. Even if one 
may be a less honorable vessel in the house, it nevertheless 
is fulfilling a necessary part in the arrangement of the house, 
and in God’s plan for the future of his people he shall receive 
the proper and just recognition. 

w. 22-2U . The longsuffering of God which Paul now speaks 
should receive emphasis. Does Paul have in mind an arbitrary 
dealing with man when he uses the word "longsuffering?" This 
one expression should end all fruitless attempts at distorting 
Paul’s language. The Potter suffers long, he endures the will¬ 
ful ways of this creatures in order that those who persisted 
in their preverseness may have no excuse, and those who ac¬ 
cepted his gracious leadership may receive what he longs to 
give all his creatures, in fact what he before ordained all 
should have, if they would accept his predetermined plan for 
their salvation. 

This salvation, Paul now reiterates, is for all. "Not 
from the Jews only, but also from the Gentiles will God call 
his people." In verse 22, it will be noted, these vessels 
that are for destruction were not "created" so, but "fitted ! 



or "qualified" For this experience, The qualifying process 
being their own work, and not resulting from anything God Vies 
done. 


w. 2^-30 The earlier conclusion concerning the equality 
of the Gentiles with the Jews in the Gospel, which is "the 
power of God unto salvation to all....", now is repeated and 
sus-tained from quotations from Hosea and Isaiah. In Hosea it 
:ls stated that those who were not in the group to whom God gave 
all these blessings (listed at the beginning of this chapter) 
were to become his people. Isaiah said only a small remnant 
would finally arrive at God's predetermined destination for 
them. 


w. 30-33 The reason for this deplorable situation on 
the part of Israel now demands the Apostle's attention. It 
has been given before. In fact it is the great apparent fact 
that is causing Paul so much concern. Clearly it is stated. 
Why did Israel fail to ".arrive?" "Because they sought right ¬ 
eousness not by faith but by works ." They were following 
after the law "embodying" righteousness, but they were doing 
it in their own way. And when God's way of righteousness was 
revealed through Christ, what liras intended for their salvation 
they made a stone of stumbling. They were rejecting the only 
way open for them to accomplish what had been demonstrated, 
even by the law itself, they were powerless to accomplish. 
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EPHi^S LifoS 

Introduction 


Ephesus was the principal city in Roirian Asia. It was a 
well-known sea port. Its temple to Diana was considered one 
of the wonders of the world. 

Paul came to this city on his third missionary journey, 
here he was associated with Aquila and Priscilla, and re¬ 
mained for three years. 

The traditional view concerning the origin and purpose 
of this epistle is that it was written by Paul at t he close 
of his Roman imprisonment and brought to Ephesus by Tychicus. 

It was written not so much to combat error as to establish 
the believers in the truth. It is dogmatic. This epistle 
is one of four called the imprisonment epistles, namely, 
Ephesians, Collossians, Philemon, and Philippians. In these 
epistles Paul speaks of his "bonds," which would indicate 
his imprisonment. In Ephesians 3:1 and U:1 Paul calls him¬ 
self a prisoner. In 6:20 he says he is an ambassador in 
bonds. 

A widely accepted theory of the destination of Ephesians 
is that it was an encyclical letter. Several considerations 
would encourage this view. In the Roman epistle the question 
of the place of chapter sixteen was raised, and the suggestion 
that it belongs to Ephesians was offered, inasmuch as there 
are sc many personal greetings that could fit into the Ephe¬ 
sian letter better than the Roman. It should be noted that 
as many valid reasons could be offered for accepting it as 
part of Romans. If the theory of a general epistle for Ephesi¬ 
ans be accepted, it would take care of the problem of the ab¬ 
sence of personal mentions to this church in which Paul had so 
many friends. 

The best reason offered for the general nature of Ephe¬ 
sians is the absence of "at Ephesus" in chapter one verse one 
in some of the best manuscripts. Two of these are Vaticanus 
and Sinaiticus. Some early papyrii, Origen and Marcion also 
omitted these words. This gives the impression there could 
have been several copies in the churches in this area. The 
church receiving the letter would insert its own name. 

In Colossians U:l6 Paul speaks about a letter he had 
written to the Laodiceans, Some think this letter is our 
Ephesians, Marcion (ca. lUO) knew of a letter to the Lao¬ 
diceans. 

The theory that Ephesians was a circular intended for 
several churches in Asia Minor was first proposed by Arch¬ 
bishop Usher. 

A more recent theory concerning this epistle advanced by 
Goodspeed, Knox, and others is that it is the work of someone 
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in t.' 13 second century who compiled all Faul’s writings and 
wrote this letter as a sort of introduction to the whole. 
Conservatives would have litt]e interest in such a theory 
’until more convincing arguments are given for removing this 
letter from the Pauline corpus. 

The occasion seems to be the prospective trip of 
Tychicus to the church at Colosso with a letter he will 
take as he accompanies Onosimus, the runaway slave, back 
to his former master, Phileman. 

OUTLINE 

I. Salutation. 1:1,2. 

II. Doctrinal Section. 1:3 - 3:21. 

A. Thanksgiving for the blessins of redemption 
through Christ. 

B. The union of the church with Christ, 

C. Paul's commission to preach the mystery. 

D. A prayer for his readers. 

III. Moral Section. U:1 - 6:20. 

A. Christians in general. 

B. The Christian home. 

C. The Christian warfare. 

IV. Con olus ion. 6:21—2lu. 

EXPANDED OUTLINE 

I. Salutation. 1:1,2 
II. Doctrinal section. 1:3 - 3?21 

A. Thanksgiving for the blessings of redemption in 
Christ. l:3-lU 

1. The eternal plan of the father, (w. 3-6) 

a. Every spiritual blessing comes through Christ. 

b. These blessings were planned before the founda¬ 
tion of the world. 

c. The full realization of these blessings is 
holiness. 

d. The predestination includes sonship through 
adoption. 

2. Realised in Christ, (w, 7-10) 

a. This redemption is through blood. 

b. All sins are remitted. 

c. This illustrates the magnitude of his grace. 

d. And the gratuitous character of the divine 
gift of redemption. 

e. The divine purpose is to reunite and restore 
all things destroyed through sin. 

f. This divine purpose has been made known 
through the life and death of Christ. 
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3. Fulfilled through the Holy Spirit , (w. 11-la) 

a. This predetermined salvation will be carried 
through as God wills. 

b. He wills that all shall acsribe praise to 
his name. 

c. The consciousness of the Spirit in our lives 
guarantees the realization of this hope for us. 

d. So we live in hope of the possession to be ob¬ 
tained through Christ by our relation to him 
in our adoption. 

B. The church is one with Christ. 1:1$ - 2:22 

1. Thanksgiving and prayer that they might increase 
in the knowledge and experience of these blessings. 

w. l$-23. 

a. Paul offers prayers incessently on their 
behalf. 

b. He wants the church to have wisdom and know¬ 
ledge concerning this great mystery—their 
redemption. 

c. Specifically, they should understand: 

(1) The inspiration that comes from contemp¬ 
lation of the great hope set before them. 

(2) The glory of the inheritance that awaits 
the faithful. 

(3) The transcedent greatness of his power 
available to all believers, and demons¬ 
trated in the resurrection of Jesus. 

d. The gidnity of him who wrought our salvation, 

(1) At right hand of God. 

(2) Above all names--"Savior." 

(3) This will be the greatest name in eternity, 
(u) Tiie church is the "fullness" or the "comp¬ 
leteness" of Jesus, 

2. Contrast of previous state with that of present 
condition of salvation. 2:1-10 

a. Once you were in sin following the course dic¬ 
tated by the "prince of power of the air." 

b. This same power is now at work in sinful men. 

c. Once we were following the dictates of our 
sinful nature. Then we were "children of Wrath." 

d. While we were in this state God set in operation 
a plan for our redemption. 

e. We have been exalted through Christ to the at¬ 
mosphere of heaven. 

f. This God did in order to display his grace in 
the ages to come, 

g. The glory lies in the fact our salvation came 
through grace and not merit. 
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h. All this is according to the precoteriid.nt.-d 
plans of God, 

C(KiT) 3. Gentiles and Jews United, w. 11-22 

a. At one time Gentiles were strangers to Gob's 
covenant. They had no hope of participating 
in the blessings of these covenants of oromise. 

b. Now through Christ they are eligible to all 
such benefits. 

c. Christ removed the distinction between Jew and 
Gentile. 

d. Laws and ordinances pertaining only to Jews 
have been removed. This removes all hostility. 
It gives a Gentile access to the blessings of 
the covenants, 

e. Gentiles are no longer foreigners, but fellow 
citizens, 

f. Gentiles now are part of the structure called 
the temple. 

C, Paul's commission to preach the mystery. 3:1-13 

1. Paul's apostleship to the Gentiles. 

a. Calls himself a prisoner on behalf of the 
Gentiles. 

b. Allusion to his conversion and call to preach 
to Gentiles. 

c. The revelation God gave him was the equality 

of Jews and Gentiles in the matter of' salvation. 

d. This great truth has been hidden in ages post. 

e. This too was in God's "eternal purpose." 

H. A prayer for his readers. 3:lh-21, 

1. This great commission leads Paul to prostrate him¬ 
self before God. 

2. His prayer includes: 

a. Strength for the "inner man." 

b. Faith in God. 

c. Confidence in God. 

d. Comprehension of God’s goodness and love. 

3. Benediction, w. 20,21. 

III. Moral Section. 1 j.:1-6:20. 

A. Christians in general. )r:l - 5:20. 

1. Unity in the church, w. 1-6. 

a. Lawliness, meekness, patience, forbearance, 
unity. 

b. Perfectly united there is but onej 

1) Bocty- 5) Faith 

2) Spirit 6) Baptism 

3) Hope 7) Father 

!i) Lord 8) God 

. Diversity of gifts, w, 7-16. 
a. God measures the gifts given. 


2 
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b. 'when He ascended lie govo these gifts. 

(Ps. 68:19) 

c. The gifts enumerated: 

1) Apostles 3) Evangelists 

2) Prophets U) Pastors 

3) Teachers 

d. These are to remain ir: the church until it 
is perfect. 

e. They are intended to safeguard the church. 

f. They promote unity and growth within the 
church. 

3. Gentile vices renounced, U:17-5:? 

a. Gentiles are ignorant of good because of the 
hardness of their hearts. 

b. This former manner of life must be put off. 

c. Minds to be renewed. 

d. New nature to be put on. 

e. This means putting avray: 

(1) Falsehoods (9) Evil Talk 

(2) Stealing (10) Bitterness 

(3) Anger (11) Wrath 

(I 4 ) Clamor (12) Covetousness 

(3) Slander (13) Filthiness 

( 6 ) Immorality ( 111 ) Silly Talk 

(7) Malice (13) Levity 

( 8 ) Impurity 

f. Certain retribution—For the above named sins 
God's wrath is coming upon the earth. Do not 
become sharers with them. 

h. Darkness and light contrasted. £:3-21 

a. Since you are in the light have nothing to do 
with works of darkness. Expose them, 

b. Those unspeakable x^orks of darkness will be 
exposed by the light of truth, 

c. Improve your time—the days as evil. 

d. Do not indulge in debauchery. 

e. Sing praise to God* 

f. Offer thanks to God in Jesus' name, 

B, The Christian Home, 3s21 - 6:9 

1. The wife and the husband, w. 21-33 

a. Wives subject to husband as unto the Lord. 

b. Just as the church is subject to Christ. 

c. Husbands to love you.’ wives as Christ loves 
the church, 

d. As their own bodies, 

e. Man shall leave father and mother for wife. 

2. Children and Parents, 6 :l-ii. 

a. Children are to obey their parents in the Lord . 

b. The commandment says "Honor your father and 
mother," 
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IV. 


Claves jn»i toasters. 

a. Slaves ire tc el ay mtr fcers. 

o. Their service must he sincere. 


c. Masters to treat slaves as Christians. 

d. We all have one master—Christ. 

C. The Christian warfare. 6:10-17 

1. The armor of God. 

a. All Christians must put on the armor. 

b. It is a protection against sin. 

c. The armor: 

(1) Loins girt—with truth. 

(2) Breastplate—righteousness. 

(3) Feet shod—gospel of peace, 

(U) Shield—faith. 

(5) Helmet—salvation. 

(6) Sword—spirit. 

2. Incessent prayer necessary. 

Conclusion. 6:21-2ii. 

A. iychicus to bring information and encouragement. 

B. Grace and peace to all. 
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PHILxPPTAI'IS 

Introduction 


The church at Philippi was the first Paul founded on 
curopean soil. At Troas Paul had a vision of a man calling 
him into Macedonia. Immediately he crossed over into Europe 
talcing with him Silas, Timothy, and Luke. From the use of 
the pronoun "we" it appears Luke was at Troas at the time 
Paul arrived and having crossed over to Philippi he remained 
there until Paul's return from Corinth on his third mission¬ 
ary journey. 

At Philippi Paul was arrested as the result of the cure 
of the girl possessed of a demon. He and Silas were put in 
stocks. Luke does not say anything about himself and Timothy 
on this occasion, but leaves us to conjecture. 

The first recorded meeting at Philippi was at a Sabbath 
meeting by the river side. Evidently there was no synogogue 
in the city. Later meetings may have been at the home of 
Lydia, a wealthy convert to Christianity. Probably this be¬ 
came the headquarters of Luke, "the physician," after Paul, 
Silas and Timothy had passed on to Greece. 

The arrest of Paul is interesting in that he submitted 
to a beating and incarceration. Why he did this when lie 
held Roman citizenship we are not told. It could be con¬ 
sidered providential and would account for the conversion 
of the jailer and his family. 

This church became one of the most liberal of all Faul's 
churches. Time and again they sent him money when he was in 
need. When he was at Rome they sent one of their number, 
Epapnroditus, to be with him, and minister to his needs. 

The letter itself is very personal and indicates 
the close relation between them and him. Its occasion 
was the illness of Epaphroditus. Upon his recovery Paul 
decided to send him back to Philippi, and vdth him a letter 
expressing his appreciation for their financial assistance 
and the help given by Epaphroditus, He also exhorts them 
to put away all differences among them and warns them against 
the judaizers who would seek to bring in false teachings, 

OUTLINE 

NOTEs There seems to be little plan in the structure of this 
Epistle or any formal or logical arrangement. 

I. Salutation 1:1,2 
II, Thanks giving .and prayer 1:3-11 
III. Personal News 1 : 12-26 
IV. Exhortation 1«27 - 2:l8 
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V. Timothy and Epaphroditus 2:19, 20. 

71. Warnings against false teachers 3 0. - 1*:1 
VJT. Conclusion ij s 2—23 

EXPANDED OUTLINE 

I. Salutation 1:1,2 

A. From him and Timothy. 

6. To the bishops and deacons. 

II. Thanksgiving and prayer 1:3-11 

A. For their assistance in the gospel. 

B. For assurance of God's help in completing the gospel. 

C. That their love may increase. 

D. Their relationship should be intelligent. 

E. For their preparation for the "day of Chri3t." 

III. Personal News 1:12-26 

A. His imprisonment is an advantage to the gospel, w. 12-11 

1. All know he is a Christian. 

2. The church members have been made confident 
and bold to speak for Christ. 

E. Two classes of leaders, w. 15-18 

1. The envious and insincere. These seek to harm Paul. 

2. The sincere. Their motive is love. They consider 
the circumstances of Paul's imprisonment providen¬ 
tial. 

3. Paul is happy because in either case Christ is 
preached, 

C. Through their prayers he expects to be released from 
prison. 

D. He has resolved, however, that in any case God vail 
be honored in his body. 

3. If he is spared he will serve Christ, This in oacessary. 

F. If he is to die, this wall be desirable. 

IV. Exhortation 1:27 - 2:18 

A. Remain firm in one spirit. 

B. This will be evidence of their enemies guilt and of 
their own righteousness. 

C. To suffer for Christ is an honor. 

D. Let unity and humility be evident. 2:1-9 

1. Count others better than ourselves. 

2. Be sincerelvr concerned about the interest of others, 

jesui 3 # Have the mind of Christ, 

E. Jesus is our example in these things, w, 6-6 

1. Though equal with God he did not glory In this.. 

2. He emptied himself, taking the form of aservant, 

3. He humbled hirnself unto the death of the cross. 



91 


F. God Ik'o honored Jesas lor his condescension, w. '-13 

1. Gave him a name above all names—"Savior.” 

2. All the world to acknowledge the greatness of 
the name. 

G. Let fear and joy prompt your service, w. lU-18. 

1. Work out salvation in fear and trembling. 

2. God will work in you to will and do. 

3. Don't complain. Obey as children. 

U- We must be without, blemish. 

$. In the day of Christ Paul hopes to be proud 
of his church. 


V. Timothy and Epaphroaitus, 2:19-30.^ <-?•'/ 

A. Timothy will come soon. He is Paul's tru:- friend, 
E. Paul himself will come shortly. 

C. Epaphroditus is returning home. He is recovering 
from a serious illness. 


VI. Warnings against false teachers. 3:1 - U:1 

ewil merv also ^hidaixers. 

B. Ix there is value in inheritance aniJ work Paul has 
advantages. He was : 

1. A Hebrew of Hebrews 

2. A benjamite 

3. A Pharisee 
U- A persecutor 

5>. Blameless under the las/. 

C. All these Paul renounces for Christ, They have no 
value now, 

D. He exchanges a righteousness by lav for a righteous¬ 
ness by faith. 

E. His hope is resurrection from the dead. 

F. He seeks perfection. 

G. The church should emulate these ideals. 

H. There are many in the church who have low ideals. 

They live for food and pleasure. 

I. At the advent of Christ he will change our bodies 
and make it like his own, 

J. Because of this, let us stand firm, 

VH. Conclusion, U:2-23 

A. Let there be concord in the church. 

1. Euodia and Syntyche should settle their difference 

2. The church should assist them. They have been 
faithful workers as also Clement. 

B. Let all be cheerful. 

C. Things to be cherished, 

1. Truth U. Purity 

2. True honor 3> • Beauty 

3. Justice 6. Grace 
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jj. tanks gialuf .Lor their i\ o*uit kindness. 

1. They were the only ones who helped him when he 
began hi3 riinistry. 

2. At Thessalonica they helped him several times. 

3. Epaphroditus has brought him a gift. 

IS. Greetings to all the saints. 
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or 1,0,. ; f 

Introduction 


While Paul, was preaching at Ephesus some of his converts 
ere carrying the Christian moss? e to other cities in Asia. 
One of these was Epaphras, who, if he did nou raise up the 
churches of Colosse, Laodicea and Hierapolis, was at least 
active in their leadership. (4:12, 13). These cities were 
in the valley of the Lycus .river, a little more than a hundred 
miles east of Ephesus, Later when Paul was in Rome waiting 
trial, Epaphras carried the news of his condition from Rome 
to these churches in Asia. (1:4-8). 

The occasion of Epaphras 1 visit to Rome was a heretical 
movement in these churches that seemed to threaten the teach¬ 
ings of Christianity as Paul was presenting them. The report 
that Epaphras gave was favorable, Paul, nevertheless, seemed 
to fear trouble and considered it necessary to write the 
church concerning the matter. 

The false teachers evidently were Jewish Christians 
who insisted on the importance of circumcision and the ob¬ 
servance of new moons and Sabbath-days (2:11,16). These 
teachers differ somewhat from the Judaising teachers with 
whom Paul had to deal in Galatia. For one thing they do 
not seem to insist so strongly on the Mosiac law and they 
mix Judaism with philosophical speculation. They seem to 
regard Jesus as belonging to an Angelic order. It was not 
an unusual thing for liberal Jews to cultivate Greek philo¬ 
sophy. This was common among the Jots of Alexandria where 
the school of Philo flourished. 

The letter was carried by Tychicus (4:7-9) whom Paul 
describes as "a beloved brother," and a faithful minister 
and fellow-servant in the Lord. He was accompanied oy 
Onesimus. They were requested by Paul to tell the Colas- 
sians all that was happening to Paul at Rome. 

The remarkable resemblance between this epistle and 
the Ephesian letter may be accounted for by the fact they 
were written at the same time to the same community of 
Jewish and Gentile converts who ■'were struggling along unci, r 
the same circumstance's. 


OUTLINE 


I. Introduction. 1:1-12. 

II. Doctrinal portion. The person and work of Christ. 

1:13 - 2:3. 

A. Redemption through Christ, 1:13, 14. 
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3. The dignity ox' his person. 1:15-20. 

C. Hi" work. 1:20 - 2:3. 

III. Polemical portion. Warnings against heresies. 2:)4-?3. 

A. Xbe church must not allow themselves to be deceive'. 

2 sU—7 

B. They must not follow alter wordly wisdom. 2:8-1!;. 

C. Let no man judge you in ceremonial observations. 

2:16-23. 

IV. Hortatory portion. Exhortations and Injunctions, 3:1 - lj.:6» 

A. To show their union with the risen Christ, 3:1-U. 

B. To put off the old nature. 3:5-11. 

C. To practice Christian graces. 3:12-17. 

D. Special injunctions. 3:18 - )j.:6, 

1. wives and husbands. 3:18,19. 

2. Children and parents. 3:20,21. 

3. Slaves and masters. 3:22 - lj.:l 
U. Prayer and thanksgiving.' h:2-h . 

5. Conduct and speech. It:5,6 

V. Personal Messages. U:7-l8» 

A. Commendation of Tychicus and Onesimus. U:7—9- 

B. Salutations. L:10-13. 

C. Messages relating to the Laodicean church. 

D. Farewell in Paul's own handwriting. U:l8. 

EXPANDED OUTLINE 

I. Introduction. 1:1-12. 

A. Thanksgiving, 1:1-8, 

1. Timothy is with Paul at Rome. 

2. Their faith and love known to Paul. 

3. This was prompted by the hope of heaven, 

4. This same hope has gone to the whole -world 
through the gospel. 

^ 5. This gospel you learned from Epapharas. 
f 6. He is Paul's representative and has brought 

him the good news concerning Colosse. 

B. Prayer for their progress. 1:9-12 

1. Paul prays that they may have spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. 

2. He wants them to increase in knowledge and bear 
fruit. 

H. Doctrinal portion. The person and work of Christ. 

1:13 - 2:3. 

A. Redemption through Christ. 1:13,lU. 

1, God has delivered us from darkness. 
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C. 
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Through Chri-t »/e Ikvu forgiveness of sins. 

The dignity of his person. 1:15-19. 

1. Christ is the image of the invisible God. 

2. First born of all creation. 

3. All tilings created in him, through him, for him. 

a. In heaven d. Invisible 

b. On earth e. Thrones and dominions 

c. Visible f. Principalities and 

authorities. 

4 . In him all things hold together. 

5. Head of the church. 

6. He is the beginning. 

7. He is the first-born from the dead. 

8. All fulness of godhead dwelt in him. 

His work. 1:20 - 2:3. 

1. He reconciled all things in heaven and earth. 

2. This was accompanied in his body by death. 

3* Which makes us blameless before God. 

U. Providing we retain our Faith and maintain our hope . 

5. This great truth has been preached to the world. 

6. Paul's gospel is the mystery hidden for generations, 
but now made known to the saints, 

7. This has been a great message for Gentiles, for 
they now participate in all the promised blessings. 

8. Paul devotes his whole energy to this task, for 
them, the Laodiceans and all who have not seen him. 


m. 
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Polemical portion. Warnings against heresies. 2:U—23 . 

A. The church must not allow themselves to be deceived. 
2:U-7. 

1, Do not allow persuasive words to deceive you. 

2. Although absent Paul ires with them in spirit, 

B. They must not follow after wordly wisdom. 2:8-15. 

1. Don't be deceived by the philosophy and traditions 
of the day. Fellow Christ's teachings. 

2. In him is the fullness (Plaroma) of God. 

3. Your acceptance of him is true circumcision. 

U. Your baptism indicated your death to sin. 

5. All your trespasses have been forgiven. 

6. He cancelled the bond that stood against us. 

7. This he nailed to the cross. 

8. Thus he brings to an end the rule of Satan in 
the lives of his people. 

C. Let no man judge you in ceremonial observances. 2:16-23. 

1. You, therefore, are not under obligation to appeal 
to the law of works. It cannot help you. 

2. The-'ceremonies ox the temple service \*ere but 
shadows of greater things to come—the realities. 
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3, Do not ho iod astray by any who, claiming to 
have visions, teach the precepts. 

U. They may have value for devotion and self- 

abasement, but not for checking the indulgence 
of the flesh, 

IV. Koratory portion. Exhortations and Injunctions, 3:1 - It:6 

A, To show their union with the risen Christ. 3:1-1], 

1. The Christian should have his interests in things 
above. 

2. The death to sin should direct him to God who is 
in heaven, 

B. To put off the old nature. 3:5-11• 

1. The Christian must put to death: 

a. Impurity. c. Evil desire. 

b. Passion d. Covetousness (Idolatry) 

2. These sins bring the wrath of God, 

3. One must put away: 

a. Anger. d, Slander. 

b. Wrath, e. Foul talk. 

c. Malice. f# Falsehoods. 

In the church there are no classes or national 
distinctions. 

C, To practice Christian graces. 3:12-17. 

1. These are to be put on: 

a. Compassion. f. Forbearances. 

b. Kindness. g, Forgiveness, 

c. Lowliness, ’i. Love. 

d. Meekness, i. Thankfulness. 

e. Patience 

2, Do all things in the name of Jesus. 

D. Special injunctions. 3:18 - U:6. 

1. Wives and husbands, 

a. Wives subject to husbands. 

b. Husbands love your wives. 

2. Children and parents, 

a. Children obey parents. 

b. Fathers do not provoke children, 

3. Slaves and masters. 

a. Slaves obey your masters. 

b. This service is to be sincere. 

c. Give this service as unto the Lord. 

d. God will give you a reward, and to the 
unjust master, 

e. Masters must treat slaves justly and fairly. 

They have a master in heaven, 

U. Prayer and thanksgiving. 

a. Steadfast in prayer and with thanksgiving. 

1) Where he should go. 

2) How he should preach. 
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5. Conduct and Speech 

n. wise in conduct toward non-Christians, 
b. Gracious in speech to all. 

7. Personal messages. Uj7-13. 

A. Commendation oh Tyciiicus and Onesimus. U: 7—9 

1. lychicus a faithful co-worker. 

2. Paul sent him to tne church with information 
concerning himself. 

3. Onesimus also, Paul considers a beloved Grothe 

B. Salutations. U:10-l5. 

1. From three associates who are Jews: 

a. Aristrachus, 

b. Mark, (cousin of Barnabas) 

c. Justus. 

2. From three associates who are Gentiles: 

a. Epaphras (a Colossian) 

b. Luke (a physician) 

c. Demas. 

C. Messages relating to the Laodicean church and 
Archippus. U:l6,17a 

1. The Colossian letter was to be given to the 
Laodicean church. 

2. A Laodicean letter (not now extant) was to be 
given to the Colossian church. 

D. Paul writes the farewell with his own hand. 
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PHILEMON 


Introduction 


During Paxil’s first Roman imprisonment he net a slave 
lariod Onesimus who had deseroed his master Philemon, a pro¬ 
minent member of the church at Colosse. (v. 9) Philemon had 
orobably been converted under Paul's ministry, (v. 10) It 
seems that Faul decided to send Onesimus back to his master 
at the same time he sent his letter to the church at Colosse, 
This letter was given to Thychicus to whom Paul also entrusted 
Onesimus and a personal letter to Philemon, in which he en¬ 
treated him to receive the runaway slave kindly and as a broth 
in Christ, 

The persons mentioned in the salutation—Apphia and 
Archippus, are considered by man--- commentators to be respectiv 
the wife and son of Philemon. Some think that Lsodicea and 
not Colosse was the home of Philemon. It would appear also 
from Col. U:9 that Onesimus was a member of the Colossian 
church. 

It would seem reasonable that a runaway slave would go 
to Rome, which would afford an excellent hideout for him. 

We may only conjucture how Paul met him. It would have been 
wart, or an accidental meeting with a friend from the home 
town, or he might have heard of Paul and deliberately went to 
him for counsel. 

After his conversion, although he was a free man in 
Christ, Onesimus was legally a slave of Philemon. Paul does 
not ask for the freedom of Onesimus, but he gives evidence 
of his personal wishes. Each are reminded of their new 
relationships in Christ and the church, 

OUTLINE 


I. Salutation. 1-3, 

II. Thanksgiving for Philemon's character, U-7. 

III. Discussions of relation of master and slave in the 
Christian communion. 8-22. 

IV. Greetings and benediction. 23-25. 

EXPANDED OUTLINE 

I. Salutation. 

A, Paul calls himself a prisoner. 

B, Timothy is with him. 

C, Greetings to Philemon, Apphia and Archippus, and 
the church at the home of Philemon. 
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II. TUanlw-giving for Philemon's character. 

A. Paul prays continually for him. 

B. Comments on his faith, and love. 

C. His influence is felt in the Christian community, 
and has brorght great comfort to Paul. 

III. Discussion of the relation of master and slave. 

A. Paul may demand, but prefers to have Philemon act 
without pressure. 

E. As ati ambassador he pleads for Onesimus. 

C. He has become a father to Onesimus. 

D. He is of value now to both Paul and Philemon. 

E. Paul would wish him to remain with him in Home. 

F. He will not insist but leaves the matter to Philemon. 

G. In the whole affair Paul sees God working for good. 

H. Paul will be responsible for any financial considera¬ 
tions involved. 

T. At the same time lie reminds Philemon of his debt to 
him, Paul. 

J. Paul is confident Philemon will do more than he 
requests. 

K. He expects to come soon and share Philemon's hos¬ 
pitality. 

IV. Greetings and benedictions. 23-25. 

A. The following join Paid in greetings: 

1. Spaphras, 2. Mark. ?, Aristarchus. Deinae, 
5. Luke, 

B. He wishes God's grace to be given them. 
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L i : 


Introduction 


The Epistle to the Hebre s ma..es no claim \s to its suti or- 
■j'.Li >. Its title really is "To the Hebrews." It differs in ini.-.-, 
re? jpet from the thirteen epistles which claim Pauline authorship 
Eusebius, the church historian of the fourth century, looidn, 
b: ck over the records of the first three centuries, says there 
'..■ere differences of opinion concerning the authorship of Hebre. s. 
Some acknowledge it as from Paul while others class it among 
the "controverted" books. Eusebius himself accepted it as of 
Paul and counted it among the fourteen. He believed it ' . ve 

been witten in Hebrew and later translated to Greek by Clement 
of Rome. He thought its likeness to Clement’s letters justified 
this conclusion. Westcott says it would be inconsistent to say 
Eusebius accepted it as Paul's in the same sense as the other 
Epistlee. "He held it to be canonical Scripture and Paulina, so 
to speak, for ecclesiastical use." 

Clement of Rome (9&) undoubtedly quotes very frequently 
from the Epistle, but he never mentions its name or author. 

■Elis early knowledge and use of the Book at Rome is interesting 
in the light of the fact it was at Rome that the Pauline author¬ 
ship was most consistently denied. 

At the end of the second century it was considered to be 
indirectly the work of Paul. Clement of Alexandria, C. A. 20C, 
quotes Fantaenus (185) as saying Paul wrote the Epistle in i-Iebrei; 
and Luke translated it into Greek. This, he says, account- for 
lit: disrl'idlarity from Paul’s other Epistles. 

Griyen says: "If I were to express my own opinion T should 
say that the thoughts are the thoughts of the apostle, but the 
language and composition that of one who recalled from memory, 
ant.-, ns it. were, made notes of what was said by his master. If, 
therefore, any church holds this Epistle as Paul's, let if U: 
approved for this also, for it was not without reason that the 
men of old time have handed it down as Paul's. Bat who- wr ote 
the Epis tle only God knows- certa in l y . The account that has 
reached us is twofold. Some say that Clement, who became bishop 
of the Romans, wrote the Epistle, others that Luke wrote it. 
Several things are noticeable in this opinion of Origen. First 
he does not know of a Hebrew original. Second, he knows that 
sene churches reject it as Pauline. Third, he held it could be 
regarded as Paul’s in a true cense in that it embodied thoughts 
in every way worthy of the apostle. 

The principle objections to Pauline authorship arc: 

(a) The lack of the usual inscription of Paul's name. 



' ,’oulcl the object and de- ! tinaiifon hmvo something .,o do 
with this? Eusebius says the explanation offered in 
the second century was Paul 1 s modesty. He had been 
sent to the Gentiles, and as he did noo consider him¬ 
self an apostle to the Jews he refrained from attach¬ 
ing his name to the Epistle, dement of Alexandria 
suggests, as a reason, the fear of the Apostle. It 
would be unwelcome if known to have come from him. 


(t) The author places himself in the second generation of 
believers. One who had received, the gospel from those 
who heard the Lord. (2:3) 

The most that can be said for the expression, "And. it 
was attested to us by those who heard him," is nh N at 
the writer had not heard the Lord speak the words of 
truth in the flesh. This would not conflict with 
Paul's contentions for his apostleship, for he never 
claims to have seen Jesus in the flesh. 


(o) Paul would not write an Epistle to the Jews. 

This objection hardly holds in view of the solicitude 
so often expressed by Paul for his kinsmen according 
to the flesh. "My people" is the term he frequently 
uses. 


(d) Dissimilarity in style from the other Epistles of 
Paul. 

Dean Alford says Paul falls into rheotorical and cram- 
■ matical irregularities, while Hebrews "flows regularly 
on, with no such suspended construction," 

V/estcott thinks the differences in style cannot ade¬ 
quately be explained by differences of subject or cir¬ 
cumstances. He says the styles characterize two men 
and not only two moods or two discussions, and that in 
a sense Qrigen is right when he says, "the thoughts of 
the Epistle are the thoughts of St, Paul," 

It is of interest to note that there are quite a number 
of words common only in the Fauline Epistles, It is 
equally true there is a large number of words in Hebrew 
that are found in no oilier part of Greek scriptures. 
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Sup t .c aliens of authors‘'dp include Barnabas, 'i ertullian, e-usei-MU:., 
Luke, Clement, /-polio? and Hark. If t ne author was a Jew both Cl-'.ear 
nd Luke would be ruled out. Luther was the first to suggest Apellon. 
As we have no writings of Apollos or Barnabas to compare with Hebrews, 
any cv,elusion concerning their authorship would be more conjecture, 

'loop summarizes thus: 

1. The Doctrines and phraseology point to Pauline origin. 

2. There is great difference in style. 

.3. Taking all things into consideration the preponderance 
of evidence is in favor of Pauline authorship. Wo one 
has yet been suggested as better entitled to be con¬ 
sidered the author of the Epistle than Paul. 

The Epistle evidently was written to Hebrew Christians. 

Thej- have come out of Judaism to follow this new movement, in¬ 
augurated by Jesus of Nazareth. The purpose of the author 
appears from the very beginning of his letter to be an effort to 
prevent apostasy. It is not persecution he fears: for, from the 
expressions used, relative to the services in the temple, he is 
writing some time previous to its destruction in A.D, 7C, for 
example: "There are priests that offer gifts according to the 
lawj who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things. 

(Hebrews 8:U). The use of the present tense here and elsewhere, 
might be used to establish the fact of its having been written 
previous to A.D. 70. This being true, it is quite evident 
there can be no concern about apostasy, caused by persecution, 
for up to this time there teas nothing tc cause alarm. The 
Mercrdc persecutions were local and perhaps would not be consi¬ 
dered a serious cause for apostasy, even if they were already 
operating. The cause for this feared apostasy must be looked 
for in some other direction. 

The temple is standing. The impressive ritual in all its 
grandeur in this imposing service is being enacted before their 
eyes. It is an ancient, divine institution. Their gloriou;; 
past us inextricably bound up in this. Without it wh »i do they 
have. Here is the danger. What if they dwell too long on this 
question. Without help they are bound to arrive at the conclu¬ 
sion that the contrast is too great. Everything is in favor of 
what they have renounced. They now have no rites, no temple 
nervine, no visible sacrifice, no mediator by which they might 
approach God. 

How important it is that someone come to their assistance 
and present an argument in favor of Christianity before they be¬ 
come over whelmed with this great contrast. This is just what 
the author of Hebrews now does. This, it is evident, is his 
purpose in this letter, and his design may be detected at every 
turn of argument, from the beginning of the letter until its close. 
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is a ponihility of m ai-empt on the part of som< 

one p.i’ot.u.nent .icmuer of the community , who hi r.iscli had apos- 
l itized, to influence the. others against the new covenant? 

F-.xrar suggests this os one of the sources. (Introduction 
p. XVII.) Be this as it may, there still remains the fact that 
apostasy was the issue with him, and his effort is to correct 
this at all costs. 

The approach to this undertaking is through the old system. 
The purpose is to show by contrast the superiority of the prosent, 
in t'nristianity, to the past, in Judaism. Whatever enters into 
the author's letters must all tend toward this point; and it is 
of greatest interest to observe how admirably he adheres tc this 
necessary thesis. Beginning with the mediation of the old, whie . 
was through angels, he continues on down, first mentioning Hoses 
and Joshua; then Aaron and his descendents in the priesthood, he 
concludes with the supreme contrast of the heavenly, perfect, 
timeless service with the Aarordc plan of temple vrorship. 



10U. 

: hr tpistle to the Hour*x-e 

(Outline) 

I. Introduction It1-3 

A. There have been many revelntione in the past. 

This is final 

B. Jesus is sap-re < ly qualified for such a re •■-elation. 

II. Jesus is superior to angels 1:U - 2:18. 

A. They were servants. He is a Son. This is proved 
from scriptures. 

E. He was perfected and trained to save men. Angels 
could never do this. 

III. Jesus is superior oo Moses or Joshua. 3:1 - U:13« 

IV. Jesus, our high priest, is greater than the Levltical 

priesthood. 1 {slh - 7:2 8. 

A. The qualifications of a Jewish high priest. 

B. These qualities a^e found in Jesus. 

C. Readers reprimanded for not understanding this and 
other great truths concerning Christianity, 

D. Jesus is a priest of the Melchizeuek type, 

V, In the priesthood of Jesus, the ministry in ever/- respect 
is superior to all that has preceded it. 8:1 - 10:18. 

a. The sanctuary arid covenant on earth ore but shadows 
of the nev. 

B. The sacrifice of Christ atones for sins, 

VI. Hortatory — An appeal to draw near and hold fast at r-1] 
costs. 10:18 - 13:25. 


COMMENTARY 


r. 


Introduction. I ■ 3 

A. There have been many revelations in. the part. Xhis 


4a.final. 


~fH>S /u A/)i7 /Ct t/Ai/fut*-' v/V/t ‘ist 


In the past, God lias spoken in a variety o? vays to /urba¬ 
nity in an effort to reveal Himself more clearly. These atte pt 
have been intermittant and they have b< en througn human in¬ 
struments—the prophets, "In many portions and in many ways," 
t.s the literal rendering of the. expressions used by the author. 
He matter how or when they came they were of God and were in 
pl’ce. They were the best possible, we must also concede, for 
God's attempts cannot be other than the bent under the cir¬ 
cumstances. 
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Noi , :'cvn.v._:■, He has made the supra* attempt-. It is also 
tiu t, the final anJ absolute, fhere need be no other, for 
the e is nothing left to reveal, that has not been revealed. 
Inr.-s'-iuch ss this is the last, the expression "in these last days." 

con appropriately be taken to ire an the last of an old 
era and the beginning of a new, "Old things have pa -- -ed i.\ ay" 
new on=. the tew revelation of God, through His ben, is the glad 
news to the world. 

B . Jesus is supremely qualified for such a revelation. 

It is expressly stated here, and many times elsewhere m 
.Scripture, that. Jesus is the Son of Goci. He as been appointed 
to this position by God. He is declared to be "the only begotten 
Son." Further, the author asserts, "by whom also 

He made the worlds." (*Wcb~L&2X This conception of Jesus is 
that, held by other Christian writers of this early church, Paul 
and others taught- the same doctrine. Christ was the "active 
agent" in the creation, not only of this world, but of the plant is 
of the universe. 

Not only is Christ declared to be of such nigh rank, but he 
is "the brightness of His (God’s) glory, and the express image of 
his person," or "the representation of his substance," 

as the literal rendering of the last phrase would give it. The- 
word for "express image" as here used does not occur anywhere else 
in the New Testament. Hits Greek work - has- been- brought over 
bodily into the English to give usr the word "character." It 
means something stamped- or en g r aved. The idea evidently is that 
the Father is to Christ as a stamp to the fj.gurc impressed. His 
power also is very great; for He upholds all things by His word, 
ana when this power has been exercised to the salvation of man 
He sat down on the right hand of God in heaven. Thus is made 
manifest His superior qualifications for the great task of a fnlj 
and complete revelation of God to mankind. Such, a revelation to 
He the final revelation God intends to make. 

At this point in the epistle begins the comparisons, and 
contrasts of the author. He must now demonstrate in detail to 
his Hebrew readers the trutnfulr.ess of his convictions concerning 
tile inferiority of Judaism to the great and new revelation they 
have just accepted. This, evidently, is the way, in the mind of 
the author, to prevent any "backsliding." The first assertion 
and proof now immediately follows, namely; Christ Is greater than 
sygels. 

EU Jesus is superior to angels, l?ij - 2:18. 

A. They were servants. He is a Sen. (lsli-lh) 

In support of this superiority, the writer presents seven 
arguments found in as many quotations and with which his rcauo.-:? 
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t.v<. :y frifwl'j r-r. The ap; lies* ion of these :n> 
:n:.cisi:n\±r pvor.Uesies muni nave been clearer be them than the'/ 
are to us, or the argument in support of Christrightful 
place shove the angels mast certainly !■ ok to some other source 
for substantiation. Tno following is the order of the srgu.Tmrt:i 
set forth: 

1. "Thou art Try Son." 

caul in nis first recorder' sermon, on his first missionary 
toux, while pxcaching at Antioch, in an effort to convince has 
hearers of Christ’s messaahship, nuoted the same stai.qmnt. The 
pa; sa f es quoted from the Ola Testament were not intended ts 
proof passages. They had already accepted Christ as the Son of 
Oou. It would therefore seem clear that the writer's object is 
not proof. This was unnecessary for his readers. He was scalar 
to impress them with the importance of these already acknowledged 
truths. 


2, "I will be to hi m a Father and he shall be to me a 
Son." 


This statement was spoken by Nathan to David concerning h" 
son Solomon; and the building of the temple. If must be paten 
that the author has assumed an acceptance by ids readers of this 
typological method of exegesis. 


3. "And let all the angels of God worsnip Him," 

This could be quoted from a® -Es*. SfT£l+ 

In the LXX " Elohim" is rendered "angels", reading, "Worship him 
oil ye his angels." In the LX/ the exact statement is inserted 
in the f?>rty u *ltiTdT verse e# Dwaifce i'mumuff Tais may i- r 

taken to indicate the use of the Greek Old Testament by the 
writer of the Hebrews. The LXX eith> r added this expression or 
found it in some Hebrew text. Note: (a) "Then he bringetb j. 
Shall have brought in. (b) "First born" fWFi 80-21) always 
applied in a messianic dense to Christ. VIS; I'«®S£~-"ihe first 
bom of over 1 / creature." 

U. "Who maketh his angels spirits." fl#i IB fcdt) 

"Thy throne, 0 God is forever and ever." 6 r 7). 

These quotations now used in the chain of' arguments a: e in 
the form of a contrast. They would seem to convey the idee of 
subordination of angels to the Son. The former were subordinate 
ministers; for the rest of the quotations read, "and his minister 
a flame of fire." 


c+ W’ 
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• 1 v. : 5.oi -1 'in t h. rx.{ i-c iap iico’ is > tr.e foundation 

o. i ;.c t .. rt,., and thf invrvenn art-: ubo works oi try 

hands," Ps. 10?r?^. 

One must go to the LX}, for this quotation. The word "Lord" 
if not found in the original, but the lie brew Christ,! .us would 
net dispute the messianic application of these words to Christ, 

.1 ud/ing from the expressions in verse two, "by whom also he made 
the worlds." 

6. "Six thou on iry right hand." HKJsi 

V .dle this statement is ouoted from Var» llOrl, it prooably 
derived its importance in the messainic sense from its use ay 
Christ. He was meeting the argument of his enemies concerning 
his messiihship. His use of this statement of David, would give 
it i-reai value in the eyes of Christians. * e said, "And David 
himself said in the bock of Psalms." There is evi¬ 

dence in this statement of the value of the references used by 
the author. If others were ss well chosen as this—and who knoi s 
but they were so esteemed in those days—the argument became all 
the more valuable. This quotation from HQ , was made by 
Christ to the Scribes and Pharisees, and it was not challenged 
■ ■:s to its use here by the Master in this messainic sense, when 
xo do so would have been of decided advantage to these challenged. 
It nay almost be concluded then that the author in his selection 
of re fere''res has taken whet is unchallenged, and that he is con¬ 
cerned, net so much with proof of his proposition, as he is with 
desire to convict his readers with the importance of the truth 
already accepted by then;. There seems to be a contrast intended 
here. Christ is on the right hand of God, They, the ministering 
spirits, are sent forth to minister. There is not that intimate 
association with the father that has been granted the Son. 

7. Sonship attested by signs, wonders and miracles - gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, - 2:1-U. 

At this point the author indulges in his favorite hortatory 
style. H e m ust now exhort before proceeding. "Therefore", is 
the introduction. "Therefore we ought tc give the more earnest 
heed to the things we have, heard," If we don’t they will "glide 
by". This is the expression that states the great trouble in 
the mind of the author. He feared apostasy or apathy. The 
great truths might "glice by," flow past," "drift awav." If 
they are guilty of neglect here, the results are to be terrible.j 
for when the warnings of angels were refected the:/ ve: e severely 
punished. How much more must be expected if the great salvation 
now being proclaimed bo turned aside? There can be no doubt 
about the greatness of Christ's witness for it was attested to 
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»,iOth with signs and wonae'-'s and gifts of the Holy Chose.” 

B, He was perfected, equipped and trained to save -ten, 

'' J Angels could never do this. - 2:5-18* 

i 

The great fact of Christ’s humiliation now comes for con¬ 
sideration, Previous to this exaltation has been the theme. "as 
is so much better" than prophets or angels. He is superior to 
everything that has preceded him, but novr what must be done with 
the question of his humiliation. "The exaltation comes through 
his having condescended to humiliation and death. There may be 
exlstation in humiliation. (Bruce) This he now undertakes to 
show, and the consideration of his superiority to angels is 
carried on to support this contention of exaltation, even in the 
light of the cross. The climax is reached in the atonement here 
introduced^ not for its own sake, but for the sake of this argu¬ 
ment he has begun and expects to carry through to a successful 
conclusion. He is greater than angels, because he- is the repre¬ 
sentative of man, to whom, and not tc angels, the world to come 
has been put in subjection. "The fulfillment of the divine 
destiny of man (is) in the Son of Man through suffering," 
(Wesicott. p, hi) Christ's humiliation involved a propitiatori- 
death. His glory consists of being the leader of his people, for 
which he was fitted by the discipline of humiliation, Christ be¬ 
comes the leader of man, to whom God has given all dominion. 

(Pa. 8:U-6). God leads his sons to glory through discipline; 
therefore the representative of man must pass through like dis¬ 
cipline to become the leader or captain. 

Four ways may be stated in whioh the glory of Christ meyv 
be shown to be connected with humiliation, 

1, His propitiatory d eath was for every mas» 

2, Humiliation fitted him for the glory of leadership. 

3, Humiliation made it possible for him to consecrate 
man to God, 

b» His destruction _oi' the devil, who had power over 
death,resulted from hie humiliation. 

He must be humiliated if he is to redeem man who has been 
overtaken in sin. '"''Therefore it behooved him to be made like 
unto his brethern." There must be a training necessary to qua¬ 
lify him as a captain, and that training necessitated his be¬ 
coming a man, suffering, being tempted, (2:18) if he is to help 
those who are in need. In this he became "perfect," He became 
a perfect leader, but only through humiliation. Thus the author 
stresses the glory surrounding this great sacrifice. H e was 
humiliated even unto death. The crown of glory which Jesus re¬ 
ceived may have reference tc the cross. Bruce thinks this is 
the thought expressed. However, the idea of this whole expe¬ 
rience may be intended here. It may mean his life, death and 
resurrection. 
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III. Jesus is superior to Moses or Joshua. 3:1 - 4:13 

A very interesting parallelism between chapters one. ana two, 
an: chapters three and four, as taken from Farrar, is here 
quoted to show the plan of the epistle. (Farrar p. 56) 

(a) Christ higher than angels. (1:5-14) 

(b) Exhortation. (2:1-6) 

(c) In Him man is exalted above angels. (2:6-16) 

(d) His higher Priesthood. (2:17,18) 

(р) Christ higher than Hoses. (3:1-6) 

(b) Exhortation. (3:7-19) 

(с) On Him his people enter into rest. (4:1-13) 

(d) His higher Priesthood. (4:14-16) 

VJhile in this outline, the contrast between Jesus and Moses 
would appear to be the second used by the author, yet it is really 
the third contrast} for at the beginning of the letter he shows 
Jesus to be superior to all the prophets who went before, because 
his revelation is full and complete. At different times and in a 
variety of ways God had, through these media, attempted to reveal 
himself to mankind; but now through Christ he was making the 1ast 
and perfect attempt, and it was through a perfect medium. 

In chapter three, before beginning a discussion of Christ ps 
superior to Moses, the author, for the second time, calls Christ 
a High Priest. The previous statement was that Christ was "a 
merciful and faithful high priest." (2:17). This t-me he says 
a desiie immediately to come to the "chief point" of the epistle, 
to make the argument in favor of Christianity so clear that there 
would be no question as to its superiority. However, this appa¬ 
rent desire is to show how much better Christ is than the lea die .-a 
of the Jews, namely, Moses and Joshua. 

The superiority of Christ over Moses is at once evident in 
the fact of Christ’s sonship. "The builder of the house has more 
honor than the house." (3:3). The builder is C-od. Jesus is His 
Son. The Son in the house must have more authority than a servant 
.Moses is a servant in the housej and even though he was "faithful- 
33 ^ servant" (3:5), yet he must be inferior to the Son, Jesus 
Cnrist. 

Following this comes the exhortation which appears at reg-iM.r 
intervals throughout the letter. The warning is against unbelief 
in the face of definite illustrations of the results of suer, a 
course. The illustration here stressed is the experience of -Un¬ 
people of Israel and their forty years wandering because i.u un¬ 
belief, Because of this punishment for their hardness of heart, 
we should take herd "lest a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." 

(Heb. 4:1). 
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iiavjjv exhorte > tv) ; rnestm-ss, the inferiority of Joshua 
is uov Jeait vith. Joshua promised rest, but he foiled. !, Ii 
Joshua hod given their, rest," the author said, then there would 
on no need of a promise of s future rest to which they all look' o 
f 'rwerd and of which David had said, "Today if .ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart." (Ps. 95:7) The point, here 
Son-seed is well taxen. It is this: If the rest promised in 
Joshua nta been .rive n, why would David, coming over five Hundred 
years later, speak of a promised rest. Thus the author wishes to 
3 hoi; that the rest has not bee n realized. But he asserts "There 
remaineth therefore a rest for t^e people of God. This, rest is 
that promised through Jesus. He will do for then vhat Moses ami 
Joshua had wished to do, but could not, and which he asserts 
Jesus can and vail do for the"*, if they will but be faithful and 
hold fast the profession of their frith. 

Sk*. faaw iat uuyinr* tat-tHe ciwrt i ia:. toe-Ji^agiAiaai syagbaa. 

A. The required charact-ristic? oi a High Pileit* 

Christ's priesthood is equal to that of Aaron, in that He 
meets ail the requirements of the Aaronic Priesthood. It is 
superior to that priesthood in that it is endless and after the 
order of Melchizedeck who was both pri est and king . 

The subject of priesthood is introduced in Chapter 
by a consideration of the character of Jesus. "Such a high 
priest" is the expression used. I»<«hiq»*er *f ive *he details 
are dealt with to enlarge on the character that qualifies him to 
act in the capacity of high pri' st. DuM ere diauw pnutewanaai 
charaeteerrlartaes here bBreKagote iejsch: 

1. Approved of God and appointed, (5:1) 

2. Tender and compassionate. (5:2) 

3. Must have an offering for himself 
and the people, (5:3) 

U. Must give evidence of appointment. (5 :iu) 

B. These characteristics fulfilled in Christ. 

Having named the qualifications essential, it would be of 
int-. rest to list the qualities seen in Jesus. 

1. He >did not take the honor to himself. 

2. He was called directly by God. 

3. He was kind and tender. 

U. He was sympathetic md compassionate. 

Ail these show that he wbs qualified to sympathize. This 
■priest' can be touched "with the feelings of our infirmities." 
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was .»• .Ci "pe i feet.Chapter 2 ilG>'s he via a made j. t riect 

•oopi suffering. This perfection is the official training 
received for his duties. He was made a complete Saviour i 


all respects; fitted to redeem men. This cannot have reference 
to his moral perfection, for he was always "without sin." "The 


suffering was necessary to the completeness or the finish of 
his chars etc i*" It was also a necessary part of the tiaini r ng 
tuat cualified him for this duty as cur Saviour. He hecame the 
author of eternal salvation. "That is, hr. was the originator 
of salvation. It must be traced wholly to him and his suffering, 
death and resurrection. 


G. A reprimand for dullness; and exhortation to cm/. 

Again, with an apparent desire to alunch into the important 
pnase of the question of Christ's superiority, the author find: 
himself making reference to lieichizedek." iVl .-,v,ys, "Called of 
God an high priest after the order of Melchizedek," (5il0) The 

word "order" here used means "a setting in order." Hence arrange¬ 
ments or dispositicn. "To say he was of the same order with Mel- 
chizedek wasto say that he was of the same rank or station." 
(Barnes p. 11.6) 

This is as far as lie plans to go at this time. He evidently 
realizes the difficulty of the task he has set for himself, when 
ne attempts to shov; that Christ is a pries' and far superior to 
tne existing priests of Judaism. He has made a very wise move 
in selecting Melchizedek as the type, for he has all the support 
from the Old Testament that could possibly be cesire-d. Yet he 
admits what he is about to say is hard to be explained, 

what makes the task the more difficult is the dullness of 
his readers. The charges he now brings against them may not be 
misunderstood. He says, "Ye are dull of hearing—-and have need, 
that one teach you again what be the first principles of the 
oracles of God." (Heb, 5:11, 12). Then follows exhortation to 
advance beyond the catechetical instructions of the very begin¬ 
nings of Christianity. Those were truths to be sure, and should 
be cherished, but the admonition is not. to stop here but to move 
on. He has in mind no doubt the truth he has just intimated, 
namely, the priesthood of Christ and its relation to Melchizedek 
priesthood. Then follows a solemn warning against the perils of 
apostasy containing some emphatic statements of the impossibility 
of renewal, once one had deliberately left the principles of truth 
in which he had formerly b en established. The statement reads: 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 
and. have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghose, and have tasted of the good work of God, end the 
powers of the world to come, if they fall away to renevr them 
again to repentm-.r; seeing they crucify r.o themselves the Son 
of God and put him to an open shame." Heb, 6:l*-6. 
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In acme vcrsicns "impossible" is rendered "vcr; ort j. Lcult.. '• 

I.i one falls from grace it is very difficult to renew hi:ft. Sorae 
held that the translators, influenced try theological bias, gave 
such n rendering as should least conflict with their Calvanisiie 
belief in the "indefectjbility of grace" i.e. that no regenerate:, 
person, or those who are numbered with the "elect" can ever fall 
away. It is thought that for this reason they put this clause 
in tne form of a mere hypotheses—"if they fall awa-«" Calvin 
denied the application of verses four aid five to the regenerate. 
He- applied them to half-converts or false-converts. If the view 
of once in grace, always in grace be held, tner- such a rendering 
of the verses would almost be necessary. Another interpretation: 
When those who have tasted the heavenly gift fall a*ay, dope not 
mean that the Hebrews have f'llen or does it assert that anv true 
convert can thus fall away, but he fioes say that when and apostasy 
does occur—so long as it lasts—a vital renewal is impossible. 

"It is the continuance in sin that makes the impossibility." The 
participle in verst six changes to the present "while crucifying" 
the Son of God. This verse also states "they crucify him to 
their own destruction." The pronoun here used is the dative- of 
disadvantage. Thus the thought may be that one who is persisting 
willfully in a course of sin, in so doing, is cutting himself off 
from forgiveness, for he is not confessing while sinning; and 
without confessing there can be no forgiveness. 

D, Jesus is a Priest of the hclchi2edek type. 

New the author has again come to the great point in his con¬ 
tention for the superiority of Jesus over Melcbizedek. On two 
previous occasions in the letter he has begun the discussion and 
then abruptly terminated it. In this chapter it is obvious that 
the author's intention is to shew that there were in the Old Test¬ 
ament from the first, indications of a higher order of divine ser¬ 
vice than that which was established by Mosaic law, "and that thos. 
found a perfect realization in Christ—after the order of '(Telchi- 
zedek—perfected for ever more. 

In seven particulars Melchizedek is superior to Aaron in his 
priesthood: 

1. Abraham gave him tithes, (v.ii-6) 

2. He blessed Abraham. (v,7) 

3. His was an uncaring priesthood. (v.O) 

U* Levi, in Abraham, paid tithes to him. (v.9,10) 

5. Permanence of his priesthood meant the abrogation 
of Levitical law. (v,11-1? ) 

6. Founded on an oath. (20-22) 

(. Intransmissible - never vacated. (v,23,2ii) 

The material for the whole argument is found in two brief 
references in the Old Testament: Genesis lii.:l8-20 and Psalms 
110:U. 'The strength of the argument is found, not in the recorded 
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statements heiein, but in their absence. "Without lather, -with¬ 
out mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, 
nor end of life." (Heb. 7:3) In the Alexandrian school, where 
alagorizing received such popularity, silence of scripture was 
received as a su'gestion of nysterious truths. Farrar, p, 9h. 

In the Levitical system an accurate record was demanded. One's 
record was his guarantees of admission into the priesthood. It is 
different here, for of this priest nothing is known and so of the 
antitype, Jesus, it may be said he had no beginning or ending of 
office. 

This selection from the Old Testament- Ps. 110:ij-is the key 
to the whole doctrine of the epistle. It is extremely difficult, 
and for this reason the author puts it forth in a stealthy, tenta¬ 
tive way. The greater the priesthood of Melchizedek was, the 
greater will Christ appear in the contrast with the Aaronic priest 
hood. Commenting on the greatness of Melchizedek, Nairne renders 
verse h thus—"Look at him (Melchizedek) what a large figure he 
stands there: one to whom Abraham gave tithe of the choicest 
spoils, Nairne v. 1*. 

A very striking comment on the reason for the introduction 
of Melchizedek into the argument is offered by Bruce when he urges 
the apologetic value. "He received tithes not legally, but be¬ 
cause of his personal dignity. This priesthood must be "superior 
to that based on a statute, a mere heredita ry trade or profession . 
This greatness may be summarized under four heads as follows: 

1. Greater than the descendants of Abraham, 

2. Greater than the sons of Levi, 

3. Received tithe from Levi in Abriham. 

U. Received tithe as one that never dies. 

"The third of these is more subtle and ingenious than convincing," 
"Bruce p.259) and so he says "and as I may say," as an apologetic 
phrase. On this phrase Westcott has this to say: "This classi¬ 
cal phrase does not occur elsewhere in the New Testament or in 
the Septuagint, but is found in Philo. It serves to introduce 
a statement which may startle the reader, and which requires to 
be guarded from misinterpretation." Westcott p. 178* 

The important point here is to show the superiority of Mel¬ 
chizedek over Abraham, "Abraham is now at the summit of his 

greatness--. At this moment he encounters this venerable king 

of Salem, who steps forth for an instant from his nysterious 
seclusion and jtist as speedily retires into it again, but not be¬ 
fore Abraham at his highest exaltation has acknowledged in him 
one higher than himself." Delitzch, Vol. 1 p. 329. 

This superiority now being firmly established, the next move, 
being cautiously made, is to establish the same superiority over 
the descendants of Abrahaa^. and especially the Levites. The 
trend of the argument obviously is toward the existing system of 
priesthood. It is proposed to show its inferiority to that of 
Christ, and the first step is this one of which the author him- 
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self setns s bit in doubt—"its one might almost say." This state¬ 
ment which he hesitates to make is that levi, in .Abraham, also 
paid tithes to ilelchizeaek, and in so doing acknowledged this 
superiority. It is not intended to mean that he actually did pay 
tithe, or that Abraham represented him in tliis act; but ret her 
because this distinguished ancestor of Levi ha done an act im¬ 
plying inferiority of rank to another, it must be admitted that oil 
descendants partake of that inferiority. 

Appealing again to the express prediction of one coining of a 
priest of a different order (Fs. llOslj) the author asks the ques¬ 
tion that must arouse serious thought for those who would defend 
the continuance of the Levitical system; and indeed it presented 
a formidable argument in favor of the discontinuance of such a 
system. The question is clear, and its importance must have been 
detected by the dullest of minds. "If therefore perfection weie 
by the Levitical priesthood—--what further need v/as there that 
another priest should arise after the order of Melchizedek, and 
not be called after the order of Aaron. 

This argument involves the abrogation of the system and of 
the whole law based on.it. Here is the author's strongest argu¬ 
ment, and also his most difficult problem. He realizes the diffi¬ 
culty of making Christ a priest, when, in the estimation of the Jew 
he is not; and according to the laiT, he may never be. If the law 
dictates, he may forever remain apart from priesthood; for accord¬ 
ing to the law, only those whose ancestry was from Levi may 
minister in this capacity, and "if is evident that our Lord sprang 
out of Judah. So, if he becomes a priest— and this has already 
been shown from previous arguments— there must be another law- 
governing his appointment, and this law must be apart from the 
Levitical law, and consequently there is made of necessity a 
change of the law. This fact necessitates a further discussion 
of the inevitable change in the service of Christ in his Priest¬ 
hood; which service would follow the directions of another lav, and 
not the ceremonial law of the levitical system. 

The inference before stated, that the Levitical system va* 
not perfect, is followed now with the priesthood of Christ, "For 
the law made perfect, is followed now with the priesthood of 
Christ." "For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of a better hope did," Farrar says, "The current rendering is, 
probably, 'but the e is the bringing in of a better hope, by 
which we have access fo God," (Farrar, p. 163 ) The perfect ob¬ 
ject of all religion is to approach nearer to God. This, Christ 
has succeeded in doing for man, in that, in his ministry of me¬ 
diation he has bridged the gulf between lost man and his God. He 
has reconciled man to God. herein is the perfection lacking in 
the previous arrangement under the Levitical system. 

The last point in the contrast is that the superior priest¬ 
hood is unchangeable. It does not pass from one person to another. 
"It is uninterrupted in its personal tenure" T'estcott, p. 107. 
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There is nc need here to offer up many efierinrs. Only one 

sacrifice is required. He gave himself. 

While it is true that the author is striving to establish 
the fact of the superiority of the nev priesthood over the old, 
yet, as Scott remarks; "The old tilings which have passed away— 
priesthood, sacrifice, ceremonial—are still regarded by him 
is permanent elements in religion." Scott, p. 137. They were 
necessary steps, but now, in Christ, comes the full and complete 
plan that made all in the psst of no value now . They must be 
laid aside and find no place in this new era. 

A. The sanctuary and the covenant on earth are but shadows 
of the nev sanctuary and covenant. AflMtJI 
/Va'/ o //* \^-J C H r A4 ~ C 'i /-i rv « c<. /V/ <i' f 

Christ could not serve, in the earthly tabernacle or temple, 
because the lav; made only the sons of Levi eligible, and Christ 
was of the tribe of Judah. It was very evident that he was not 
then serving in any capacity on earth. After his resurrection he 
had dl sappeared from among men. To his followers he had said, 

"I will come again" He has gone, but the author 

vrishes to show that he is performing a great seivi.ee in his ab¬ 
sence from men. The argument he now introduces is a continuation 
of the theme of Christ's priesthood, but in his estimation it is 
the "chief point" of all that he has said. Here is something 
about which he has been silent, "This is the main point." We 
have such an high priest, vrho is set on the right hand of the 
throne of the majesty in the heavens. 

The chief point in all the discussion eonc«minsr Christ * 
pEftesthcedr le that he is not only a priest., bat a king* 4This 
would be the logical conclusion, if the Melchizedek priesthood 
is to serve as a pattern for the priesthood of Christ. He was 
"Friest of the Most High God" and "King of Salem." It must be 
conceded that the author had in mind a heavenly ministry *Lr. 
which Christ, as a High Priest, officiates in man's behalf, easd * 
that-there 1» both a contrast and a parallel in the two services* 
The following statements would make this quite evident; 

1. But Christ being come an high priest of good things to 
come, by a gre-ater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building. 

3. Neither by the blood of goats or calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place. 

For Christ is not entered in the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 
itself. QMfc* 

The author sets forth something nev; for the early Christian 
church to consider. Her© also are some facts that call for cr:e~ 
ful analysis today. To understand the author's idea of Christ's 



11 0 . 

ministry aright, thei e must, be a clear understanding of the 
tosaic tabernacle in detail, and its services. 

The parallels between the earthly tabernacle and the hea¬ 
venly a.e stressed and made of considerable importancej but in 
all, tne earthly service could never attain more importance than 
a mere shadow. Speaking of those ceremonial laws, Paul says 
there are a "shadow of things to come." I Col. 1:17. The ser¬ 
vice of Christ was in the perfect tabernacle and his offering 
was not that of "bulls and goats." These offerings could not. 
take away sins, yet they were made continually and "almost all 
tilings are by the law purged with blood." 

B. The sacrifice of Christ does what all other sacrifices 
could never do. It atones for sins. 9:1-10:18 

The details of the Mosaic system of sacrifice are presented 
for the purpose of laying a foundation for the contrast that the 
author now makes, in order to persuade all. of the superiority of 
the sacrifice Christ has made over all that has gone before. As 
Bruce fittingly remarks on this section of the importance of 
this great and supreme gift made in Christ. "The only true 
priesthood is that in which the priest and the victim are one, 
and that the only real sacrifice is that which reveals and is 
offered through the spirit." Bruce p. 393» 

However much the author may say about the short comings of 
the old covemant in its efforts to help man, yet it cannot be 
said that it was valueless; but rather it is evident in the argu¬ 
ment that here are sxudied attempts to emphasize that place this 
old covenant had to fill even though it may have failed in accom¬ 
plishing what the newt covenant most certainly did succeed in 
doing. On this view Scott concurs when he says, "Virile insisting 
on the inadequacy of the old covenant, the writer’ is eoually con¬ 
cerned to prove that it had a genuine value." Scott, p. 96. If 
for no other purpose, the old covenant served as a type of the 
new, and all the benefits it contained. For instance, in the old 
covenant the tabernacle and its services in many details "fore¬ 
shadowed" what was to come in the new covenant when Christ Him¬ 
self became the priest in His own sanctuary. 

The sacrifice of Christ removes the veil that separatee bet¬ 
ween God and man. In this act Christ really does what the high 
priest does. This is the climax of the argument of Christ's priest¬ 
hood. Herein he is a priest in the truest sense. He does what 
a priest is supposed to doj he leads man to his God. In the taber¬ 
nacle service this was all done in type, but now by his sacrifice 
"once for all" Christ performed that great act, and made it pos¬ 
sible for man to approach his God. Because of this great accom¬ 
plishment we may now "draw near with a true heart in full assur¬ 
ance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. 
Heb. 10:22 "Draw near i" This is the appropriate application of 
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cl the whole foregoing argument, the goal to which the long 
train of thoughts have been leading, 

This atonement made possible thawaagte Qhrlst'e aaeadJice is m 
ttrn "seiliet point" the author has ispataMtorhen he begins his 
epistle. Without it, there would be little point the appeals 
that follow. The exhortation would hove little weight, unless 
based on something from which the appeal could be made. All else 
was but a shadow. 

VI. Hortatory: An Appeal to Draw Near and Hold Fast At All 
Costs. 10:19-13*2$ 

The argument ends with the eighteenth verse of chapter ten 
and from this point to the end of the letter the author exhorts 
his readers to remain true to the principles he has laid down 
for them. 

In this appeal he again reminds his readersof the awfulness 
of apostasy in the striking expression, "there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins." That is, if there is a wilful turning away 
from truth there can be no hope of forgiveness of sins. The 
truth here presented, of course is the truth just stressed, of 
Christ*s place in the work of saving man. 

The tact used in the exhortation is noticeable in an ex¬ 
pression like the following: "But we are not of them who draw 
back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving of 
the soul". This is immediately followed by a roll call of the 
worthies of the Old Testament to whom the author appeals as 
examples of those who did just what he is exhorting them now to 
do. They were tempted to give up, perhaps because they were not 
realizing all they had expected in Christianity. At least it 
may be said with a degree of certainty they had been expecting 
the return of Jesus, and he had not yet come. The list here pre¬ 
sented are of those who, while they did not realize their desire, 
yet held on by faith to the promises of God. "These all dies 
in faith, not having received the promises." flab. 11:13. If 
twis will secure religion in the past, it will, do it for the pre¬ 
sent and the future, is probably the way the aurhor reasoned as 
he presented his appeal. 

The Fpistle concludes with a different style, and briefly 
and forcefully the author its kes his appeal under three headings 
(Uestcott, p.]»29) found in the thirteenth chapter, namely: 

1. Social Duties. (1-6) 

2. Religious duties, (7-17) 

3. Personal instruction of the writer. (18-2$) 

Under the social duties are listed: 

1. Brotherly love. 

2. Hospitality 

3. Sympathy with those in distress 
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h. Fidelity in marriage relation 

5. Contentment 

The religious and personal instruction may be listeJ as 
follows: 

1, Submission to those in authority in t>>*» 
church. (7,8) 

2. Stability in the doctrines of religion, (9-1$) 

.7. Benevolence. (16) 

Obedience to those entrusted with church 
leadership. (17) 

$. Special prayer for the author. (18,19) 

6. Benediction. (20,21) 

7. Entreaty to receive the epistle. 

8. Announcing liberty of Timothy. 

9. Salutation. 

The strong urge is to "continue in brotherly love." Heb. 13:1. 
The expression here used is not the mutual love of brothers and 
sisters, but of those who, as regards their spiritual life, 
acknowledge themselves to be children of one father and as 
brethern of Christ. It forms the narrower within the wider sphere 
of "love" (Delitzch, Vol. H, p. 368), and it is within this narrow 
sphere the author wishes to keep his readers,. This will assure 
them all that he has been saying is their heritage in Christ 
Jesus, the one through whom God chose to make the final and com¬ 
plete revelation of Himself, 
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The Pastoral Epistles 

These Epistles (I Timothy, Titus and II Timothy) called 
pastoral because they are not auoressed to any particular churcfr, 
but rather to Timothy and Titus who were Pastors of churches, 

name Paul as their author. 

Many modem scholars do not consider these letters of Pauline 
origin. However, there is some very valuable evidence in favor 
of Pauline authorship. It is true there are many words found in 
here not found anywhere else in Paul's letters. Also there are 
incidents in Paul's life mentioned that are not found in the 
book of Acts. The first of these objections may be answered by 
the fact that new subject matter would necessitate a difference 
in vocabulary. The second problem may be cared for on the grounds 
the book of Acts is not a complete account of Paul's life, as it 
ends with his first imprisonment in Rome. If her were released 
from this imprisonment and again visited the churches of Europe 
and Asia, these discrepancies in Acts and the Epistles may be 
harmonized. Another reason offered for a later date is the ecc.le- 
siastical development of the second century and therefore this 
could not be the work of Paul. In reply to this it may be said 
that "elders" and "bishops" are used interchangeably in the 
Pastorals and "elders" is a common Old Testament word. If we 
accept the date of Acts to be in the first, century, we have evi¬ 
dence of "deacons" and deaconesses in this early stage of the 
church. There is, furthermore, no reason for associating the 
"bishop" of the Pastorals with the later Episcopal bishop today. 

It is true Marcion (Ca. II 4 O) did not include the Pastorals 
in his canon. The reason for this could probably be found in 
the attacks made on heretics in these letters. This is a weak 
argument against the authenticity of these writings, for Marcion 1 s 
canon omitted many other writings including Matthew, Mark, and 
John. Another difficulty offered is the traces of gnosticism 
which many feci cannot be found in Paul's day, being a second 
century heresy. This objection overlooks the possibility of art> 
"incipient" gnosticism which Paul himself, in other places) 
speaks of as "the rrystery of iniquity is already at work." 
Colossians has a heresy very similar to the one condemned in the 
Pastorals. 

In the writings of the early fathers of the church there 
are many direct quotations from the Pastorals. Some of these 
attribute t >em to Paul, others say: "as the Apostle said," while 
others quote the statement without any recognition. For example 
(1) Irenaeus (178) writes: "Some having rejected the truth, 
brought in lying words and vain genealogies which minister ques¬ 
tions, as the Apostle says, rather than godly edifying which is 
faith." (I tim. 1:U) "Of Linus Paul makes mention in the 
Epistle to Timotlry (H Tim. Uj 21). "As Paul Savs , A man that 
is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject." 
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(Titus 3:10), (2) Clement of ^Altv.-e-n-irid (l^i-). c-serves: 

Some mention Epimenides the Cretian whom the Apostle Paul 
recognizes as a Greek prophet, and also mentions him in 
his Epistle to Titus after this manner: "One of themselves, 
a prophet of their own, said the Cretians axe always liars." 

(Titus 1:12), (3) Tortullian (200) says: "Paul used tnis 
word (despositum) to Timothy, "0 Timothy, keep that which 
is committed to thy trust." (I Tim. 6:20) 

I TIMOTHY 
Introduction 

The two letters to Timothy and the one to Titus are called 
Pastoral Epistles because, unlike the other lettexs of Paul, 
they are not addressed to a church or group of churches but 
rather to the leader or Pastor of the Church. The three letters 
are quite similar in form and content and in early tradition, 
have bfen accepted as of Pauline origin. 

We may learn much about Timothy from the letters addressed 
to him, and some from the Acts r . His mother Eunice was a Jewess, 

(II Tim. 1:5) and his father was a Greek, (Acts 16:1), His home rag 
at Lystra, where Paul and Barnabas established a church on the 
first missionary journey. It was probably at this time Timothy 
and his mother and grandmother accepted the teachings of Paul. 

Later, on his second journey, Paul took Timothy along with 
him and Silas as a co-worker. In order to prevent criticism 
from Jews, he circumcised Timothy because it was known his 
father was a Greek. 

From this time Timothy was a constant companion of Faui. 

He was at Ephesus during the three years Paul spent there and 
remained with him until the return trip to Jerusalem on the 
third journey. They came into Macedonia, where he disappears 
from the records for a time. No mention is made of him at 
Jerusalem or on the trip to Rome. However, he is mentioned in 
the salutations of the imprisonment epistles, (Cclossians, 
Philippians and Philemon) which would indicate he probably had 
gone there at a later time. 

Prom Philippians 2:19, it appears that Paul planned to 
send him from Rome to visit the church at Philippi. Also, 
from I Tim. 1:3 it is evident Paul was with Timothy at Ephesus 
and had left him in charge of the church there. Later when 
Paul is again in Rome a prisoner, he sends for Timothy to come 
to him with all haste. (TI Tim. h:9) He is also mentioned in 
the book of Hebrews. (Heb, 13:23) 

What is said by Eusebius is worth noticing regardless of 
its value. "Timothy is recorded as having first received the 
episcopate at Ephesus as Titus also was appointed over the 
churches in Crete." 
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the epistle is. ia_jr«ahsfce.»tJae t*Behln> 3 oft 
Leretics,. who we, e evidently of Jewish origin. They are des¬ 
cribed as "teachers of the lav;" (Titus 1:10). Their teachings 
tie called "Jewish fables" (Titus lilii). Theie is also an ad- 
nixture of philosophy in this heresy. The teachers are described 
as those who occur.' themselves with "foolish questions and end¬ 
less genealogies" ( I Tim. Is!*, Titus 3*9)» 

We may list about <£&v& *be*acteristic f eatures of these 
heretical teachers* 

1. Ascetic Character 

(») Forbade to marry. (%^ Commanded to abstain 
from meats. Jc9 » 

2. Superstitious. Their views are called "old rives 
.ables." 

3. Denied resurrection. 

li. Hypocritical. Had but a form of godliness. 

0 . Covetous. They consider godliness gain. 

Probably the heresy could best be described as j—«*ghi 
Gnostic* It would be intermediate between the Judaizers and 
the Gnostics proper, so thinks Oloag, This author says the 
gnosticism of the second century. 

The ototaer obvious purpose# in writing this letter was w t* 
instruct Timothy in all the particulars of his duties as over*- 
seer in charge for the tir,ie being of the Ephesian church*" 

One writer says, "the thought of the Apostle moves rest¬ 
lessly back and forth on there two points, (false teachings 
and church organization) since he was fully aware from his own 
experience of the dangers that threatened," 


I* Introduction, w,l,2 f 

A. Paul asserts his apostle ship as fr n God, 

3, Timothy is this child in the faith. 

II. Against false teachers, 1:3-20 

A, Timothy's mission at Ephesus, vv.3-5 

B, Warnings against heresies, w.6,7 

C, The role of the law, w.8-11 

D, Paul's justification for assuming authority in 
this matter, w, 12-17 

E, Admonition for Timothy, w, 18-20 

III. P'-storal oharge 2:1-3 - 3:13 

A, The public worship of the cnurch. 2:1-15 

1. Directions on prayer. 2:1-7 

2. Women in public a semblies. 2:8-15 
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b. Choice of icn for o.l icial position in the church. 
3-1.3. 

1. ' ualifici'Lioas of a bishop. 351-7. 

2. Qualifications of a deacon. 3:1-13. 

IV. Against false doctrine. 3‘lb - U:l6 

A. Nature of the church as God’s house. 3:16,15. 

B. Function of the churcn. 3:15,16. 

V. Personal exhortation. ir:12 - 6:2. 

A. Duty to himself and his office, b'-12-'! 6. 

B. Duties toward the congregation. 5:1 - 6:2. 

1. Old and young of both sexes. 5:1,2. 

2. Widows. 5:3-16. 

3. Presbyters, 5:17-25. 

h. Slaves. 6:1,2. 

VI. Concluding warnings and exhortations. 6:3-20. 

A. False te< chers. w. 3-5. 

B. True relation of godliness and wealth, w, 6-10, 

C. Final plea to Timothy, w. 11-16. 

D. Concerning the rich in the church, w. 17-19. 

E. Exhortation and benediction, w. 20,21. 

I. Introduction, vv, 1,2. 

A. Paul asserts his apostleship as of God. 

1. The ccmmissii.n is from God and Jesus. 

2. God is called a Savior, and Christ a Hope. 

3. Timothy is his child in the faith. 

II. A; ainst false teachers. 1:3-20. 

A. Timothy’s mission at Ephesus, w» 3-£*> 

1. He was to remain at Ephesus while Paul went 
to Macedonia, 

(a) This cannot be at the time cf the third 
.journey, for then Timothy rent into Mace¬ 
donia before Paul did. See Acts 19:22k, 
20:1,2, I Cor. II Cor. 1:1* 

2. He must prevent the teachings of false doctrine. 

3. Not spend time on rrcyths and genealogies, 

B. Warnings against heresies, w. 6,7* 

1. Some have been led astray. 

2. They wanted to be leaders, but were ignorant, 

C. The role of the law. 8*11. 

1. The la w is good, and serves the disobedient 
rather than the obedient. 

/ 2. This is in accord with the gospel 
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D, Paul's justi.licoticn for assuming authority in this 

mrt.fr, wv, 12-17. 

1, Cod appointed Paul to service, 

2, This in spite of his past record, 

3, Mercy was given because of ignorance, 

U, I am the foremost of sinners, 

5. ;:ty salvation is intended as an object lesson tv 
all who seek salvation, 

6. All glory for this redemption belongs to God 
the immortal one, 

E, Admonition for Timothy, w. l8-20t 

1. Given a charge by Paul his spiritual father, 

2. Reminded of prophecies concerning him, 

3. A good conscience and faith are requisites for 
successful spiritual leadership, 

U, Hymenaous and Alexander axe examples of those 
who fail to do this. 

7 da They were excommunicated by Paul, 

III. Pastoral charge, 2:1 - 3*13 

A, The public worship of the church, 

1. Directions on prayer, l»»7t 

a. Prayeis offered for all, including rulers. 

b. Wd should lead quiet lives. It pleases God, 

c. God ’.rishes all to be saved. 

d. There is one God, one Mediator—Christ Jesus. 

e. Paul was called to teach Gentiles this truth, 

2. Women in public assemblies, 2:8-15* 

a. Men should offer the prayers. 

b. Women should be modest in their dress. 

c. She must not teach or have authority over men. 

d. Women are to be submissive and learn in 
silence. 

e. The record concerning Adam and Lve will teach 

B. this. 

B. Choice of men for official position in the chuf'ch, 

' 3*1-3$ 

1. Qualifications of a bishop . 

a, A noble aspiration, 

b. The following qualifications are. necessary: 

. (1) Above reproach 

(2) Married once 

(3) Temperate 
(lx) Sensible 

(5) Dignified 

(6) Hospitable 

(7) A teacher 

(8) No drunkard 

(9) Not violent 
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(10) i':o+ i u.v r ro lsome 

(11) Not lever of money 

(12) Manage hi:' household 

(13) Keep children submissive 
(Hi) Not a recent convert 

(lp) Veil thought- of by non-Chris tip ns 
2. Qualifications of a deacon, 3*8-13* 

a. Serious 

b. Not addicted to much vine 

c. Not greedy for gain 

d. Tested first 

e. Their wives also must be faithful 

f. Married only once 

g. Manage household 

IV, Against false doctrine, 3*lU - lr.10 

A, Nature of the church as God's house, >slli,l£ 

1. Paul wishes them to understand the proper con¬ 
duct in God's house, 

2. It is the church of the living God, 

B, Function of the church, 5, 16 * 

1, The church is the bulwark of truth, 

2, It's message is a nysteiy. 

a. God was manifested in flesh. 

b. Vindicated in the Spirit. 

c. Seen of angels. 

d. Preached among nations. 

e. Believed in world, 

f. Taken to glory 

C, Danger impending from false teachers, 1**1-11.« 

^< 3 ’— 1, There is to be an apostasy. This is a prophetic 

warning, 

2, False teacheis will teach doctrines of devils, 

a. Forbidding marriage 

b. Abstinence from certain foods that are approved 
of God. 

c. Anytning God created for food is good if 
accepted thankfully. 

3* As a good minister of Christ you (Timothy) 

should teach these truths to your church members. 
Lu Ignore godless myths. Increase in godliness, 

3. Physical development is of value for the present, 
but spiritual development is for the life to come. 

V, Personal exhortation, U:ll - 6t2, 

A. Duty to himself and his office, i»:12a-l6k 

1, Let no one despise your youth, 

2, Set an example in 
a. Speech 


c. Love 
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b, O-nGuct d. Frith 

t. Purity 

3. Give attention to: 

a. Public reading of scripture 

b. Preaching 

c. Teaching 

!.u Don't neglect the gift God gave you at 
ordination. 

5. Give careful thought to x?hat you teach. 

6. There is salvation in your gospel both for 
you and those who hear, 

B, Duties toward the congregation. 0tl - 

1. Old and young of both sexes. 

2. Do not rebuke an old man. 

3. Rather exhort him as a father, 
h. Deal with young men as brothers. 

5. Treat: 

(1) Older women as Mothers. 

(2) Younger women as Sisters. 

6. I'idows? 5r3-l6 

a. Show honor to those who are real widows. 

b. Near relatives must assume responsibility, 
for their support. 

c. Those who fail in this duty are worse than 
unbelievers, 

d. To be enrolled as a widow one must: 

(1) Be sixty years or over, 

(2) Not be married more than once, 

(3) Have brought up children. 

(Lt) Shown hospitality, 

(5) Mashed the feet of the saints, 

e. Young widows not to be enrolled for 

(1) They may marry again, 

(2) This would be a violation of their 
pledge. 

(3) .- hey would learn to be idlers and 

busybodies. 

7. Presbyters, 5:17-2Sk 

a. Those who preach and tc^ch veil should 
given double honor, 

b. This is supported by scripture, 

(1) Do not muzzle an ox* 

(2) The laborer is worthy of his hi.e, 
(Luke 10*?^ 

c. A presbyter should not be condemned uuL 
by two or three witnesses, 

d. One guilty of sin must be publicly con¬ 
demned. 
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e. Church discipline must bt administered 
without partiality or favor. 

f. Do not be hasty in matters of discipline, 

g. For your ailments use a little wine. 

h. Some men's sins are apparent, others will 
become evident in time, 

6. Slaves. &*GryA r 

a. Slaves should honor their masters. 
b 0 This will not br ng reproach upcn the church. 
c 0 Because the master is a Christian do not try 
to take advantage of this. 

d. Rather they should give better service to the 
master because he is a brother, 

e. These things must be urged in the church, 

VI, Condlucing warnings and exhortations, 6:3-20, 

A. False teachers, w. 3-5,* 

1. One who goes contrary to the teachings of the 
church is: 

a. Conceited 

b. Ignorant 

c. Contrary, argumentative 

2, His opposition produces; 

a. Envy d. Base suspicions 

be Dissension e. 'Tangling 

c. Sla nde r 

B. True relation of godliness and vrealth. w* 6-10, * 

1. Vie brought nothing into the world. Nor can we 
take anything out. 

2. Ve should be content with necessities. 

3. Those who desire wealth fall into many errors, 
h. The love of money is the root of all evil, 

C. Final plea to Timothy, w. Il«l6| 

1, Shun all those evils. 

2, Strive for: 

a. Righteousness d. Love 

b. Godliness e. Steadfastness 

c. Faith f, Gentle ness 

3, Keep the commandment you have received. 

U. At his coming, Jesus will make manifest the 
invisible immortal God c 

D. Concerning the rich in the church, w, 17—19• 

1. Rich must not be haughty, 

2. They must not set their hopes on uncertain riches, 

3. They should be liberal and generous. 

U. God will reward them for this. 

E. Exhortation and benediction. 

1, Guard what has been entrusted to you. 

2, Avoid what is falsely called knowledge. 

3, Some have lost their faith by professing it. 
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TITUS 


Introduction 

There is no mention of Titus in Acts of the Apostle s. From 
Galatians 2s? we learn that Titus was a Greek b/ birth and never 
became a proselyte to Judaism by circumcision. Paul calls bin 
his "true child in a common faith", also his "partner and fellow- 
helper." 

The first mention ve have of Titus is when he accompanied 
Paul and Barnabas to the church council at Jerusalem. He proba¬ 
bly is one of the "Certain others" mentioned in Acts 15:2* At 
this time Paul resisted the demand of the Judaizing group that 
Titus be circumcised. (Gal. 2:1-5) 

After this he seem to have accompanied Paul on at least 
some of his journies. He was the bearer of the first epistle to 
the Corinthians. Later Paul sent him from Ephesus to Corinth to 
deal with some problem that had arisen there, and also to start 
the collection of funds for the poor at Jerusalem. Paul seemed 
quite concerned about the outcome of this mission, and when Titus 
did not meet him at Troas, even though he had an interest in the 
gospel at that place, he hurried on to Macedonia where he met Tit 
and learned from him the results of his visit. (II Cor. ?:6-l>). 
Soon after this, Titus returned to Corinth with the second letter 
to that church. (II Cor. 8:6,16,1%). 

This is all ue hear of Titus until Paul's release from his 
Roman imprisonment, at which time he accompanied Paul oh a visit 
to the Island of Crete where he remained to complete the organi¬ 
zation of churches when Paul had gone on. (Titus 1:5) He does 
not seem to be stationed at Crete permanetly, for Paul invites 
him to meet him in Nicopclis where he planned to spend the 
winter (Titus 3:12). In his second letter to Timothy Paul says, 
"Titus is departed to Dalmatia (II Tim. U:10). This is the last 
notice of Titus and some have supposed it means he has forsaken 
Paul as did Damas. Tradition says Titus v.-s the bishop of Crete 
and that he died at the age of ninety-four. 

Josephus and others say theie we-e many Jews on the island 
of Crete in the first century. It would seem there were many 
Christians on the island when Paul and Titus visited there. 
Heresies had already sprung up among the churches. Also, there 
were men there of approved character wrho could be appointed 
bishops. Just when Christianity came to the island is not de¬ 
finitely known. It could have been brought by some who were con¬ 
verted at Pentecost, for Cretes are mentioned among those who 
received a baptism of the Spirit on that day, (Acts. 2:11) 

The occasion seems to have been Paul’s desire to have Titus 
thoroughly instructed in church organization (l:$)f rnd to re¬ 
quest him to come to Nicopolis. (3sl2X 



128 


One purpose was to cfcUect Titus concerning tne sppoint- 
:,ient of office-bearers. As in I Timothy, this epistle makes 
no distinction between bishops and presbyters. There is no 
mention of deacons. Another apparent rea-on lor the letter 
was to instruct Titus how to deal with false teachers. Her^ 
tics are to be refuted and rejected if they do not repent 
'fter two admonitions. 


OUTLIMB 

X. Introduction. 1:1-1* 

U. Pastoral charge. 1*5-16 

A. Titus* mission, v. 5 

B. Qualifications of bishops, vv. 6-9 

C. Description of false teachers, w. 10-15 

HI. Charge to teach the Christian life. 2:1-15 

A, Different classes and rules to govern, w. 10-16 

B. The purpose and work of Christ, vv. 11-15 

IV, Sundry commands to Christians. 3*.l-6« 

A. Subject to rulers, v, 1 

B. Gentle and kind to all, 

C, Our former condition, 

D, Redeemed through Christ, 

V,. Injunction to Titus. 3:9-lie 

A. To avoid useless disputes, v, 9 

B. Excommunicate he.etics, w. 10,11 

VI. Conclusion. 3:12-1^ 

Expanded Outline « 

I* Introduction. 1:1-1* 

1. Paul’s apostleship was to further the faith and 
knowledge of God’s elect. 

2. The hope set forth is eternal life according to 
God’s never-failing promise. 

3. The good news concerning this has come on time. 
U. He calls Titus his true child in the faith. 

H» Pestoral charge. 1:5-16 

A, Titus’s nission. v* 5 * 

1, Two reasons for Paul's leaving Titus in Crete. 

a. To amment what was defective. 

b. To appoint, elders in the churches. 



129 


B„ Qualifications of bishops, tv. 6-9* 

1. Blameless. 

2. Mairied only once. 

3. Children believe is and subordinate 
ii. He must not be: 

a c Arrogant. 

b. 'Uick-tcmpered. 

c. A drunkard, 

d. Greedy for gain, 

5> He snould be : 

a. Hospitable, 

b. A love of goodness, 

c. Master of himself. 

6, He should hold firm to the truth as it is taught, 
C, description of. false teachers, w* 10-16# 

1, They are insubordinate, 

2, Empty talkers, 

3, Deceivers, 

li. The Jews are particularly deceitful. 

9. Upsetting whole families for gain, 

6. One of their own prophets said "Cretans are 
always liars." 

7. This is a true estimate, 

8. They must be rebuked. 

9. They have corrupted their consciences. 

III. ‘J.i:rge to teach the Christian life. 2:l-l£ 

A. Different classes and rules to govern, w. 1-li 

1. Older men are to be termperate, serious, sensible 

2. Older women: 

a. To be reverent in behaviour, 

b. Mot slanderous or slaves to drink. 

c. To train young women to love husbands and 
children. 

d. Chaste. 

e. Domestic, 

f. Submissive to husbands. 

3. Young men: 

s. To have self control, 

b. Model of good deeds, 

c. In teaching—integrity, gravity, sound speech 

d. Concerning them—no evil report, 
k. Slaves: 

a. Submissive to masters. 

b. Giving satisfactory service. 

c. Mot opposing masters. 

d. Not pilfering 
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fl, The purpose .-tn3 » ork of Christ , w, 11-15* 

1, God's grace is for the salvation of all men, 

2, V r e are to renounce irreligion and worldly passion. 

3, Live in anticipation of return of Jesus. 

it. His sacrifice is to make us pure and free from 
iniquity. 

IV, Sundry commands to Christians, 3:1-6 

A. Subject to rulers. 

1. Obedient, 

2. Honest, 

B. Gentle and king, 

1. Speak evil of no one. 

2. Avoid quarreling. 

3. Gentle. 

it. Courteous toward all men, 

C. Our former condition, 

1. Foolish, 

2. Disobedient. 

3. Slaves to passion and pleasures, 

U» Full of malice, envy and hatred. 

L. Redeemed through Christ. 

1. Our salvation cam not by our deeds but by God's 
mercy through His spirit, 

2. T e were justified by his grace, 

3. Thus we have the hope of eternal life, 

E. Insist on these commands. 

■itav to TlttWfc 

Avoid useless disputes concerning: 

1, Genealogies, 

2. Quarrels over the law. 

Excommunicate heretics, 

1. Admonish once or twice, 

2. Then have nothing to do with them. 

VI, CongFus ion. 3:12-15 

A. Artemas and Tychicus are coming to you, 

B, To meet Paul at Nicopolis. 

C. Zenas the lawyer and Apollos to be helped on their way. 

D, The church should care for the needy. 
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J W ft QDU CTIOB* 

tm 

m Timothy 

Pnul is no*’ in prison again and is practicially clone, except 
fox 1 Luke• Remas has apostasized and others lor some reasons have 
left him. l/hen Onesiphorus, a member of the Ephesian church, came 
to Rome he had to search diligently before he found P~ul (1:16-18$. 
This is quite different from his previous imprisonment vixen he had 
the freedom of his own hired house, and his friends had access to him 
at any time. He is now kept under close surveillances It vould 
appear from l*fl6 that he has had a jireliminary trial. This appears 
to hrve been in his favor, for he says he was "delivered from the 
lion's mouth," 

The reason for Paul's second arrest and trial seems to have 
been on the charge of conspiring with the incendiaries of Rome. 
Robertson thinks Paul may have been arrested at Micopoli* vibei c he 
had planned to spend the winter when he wrote to Titus (3*11?)» 

Paul does not expect accuittal, for he wrote "I am row ready 
to be offered and the time of my departure is at hand (II Tim. 
lie, therefore, urges Timothy to hasten to him before winter sets 
in. He wishes him to bring Hark, who by his faithful service has 
restored himself to the Apostles favor and confidence, Timothy i 
to bring the parchment and cloak Paul left at Troas, 

The purpose is to encourage Timothy to be faithful and to 
endure hardships and to warn him against fairs teachers. 
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Condensed Outline 

I. Introduction. 1:1-5 

A, Greetings. vv, 1,2 

B. Thanksgiving and prayer, w. 3-5 

II. Pastoral charge. Is6-18 

A. Exhortation to fresh zeal, 1:6,7 

B. Exhortation to courage and fortitude. 1:8-12 

C. Christian truth to be guarded. 1:13-10 

III, Devatiori to his office, 2»1-1> 

A. Timothy urged to be diligent and patient in teaching. 
2:1-7 

B. The value of the resurrection, 2:8-13 

IV, Fidelity to his office , 2 :lii-U: 8* 

A. False teachers and tneir work. 2:lU-19 

B. Two classes in the church. 2:20-22 

C. Timothy admonished concerning his personal conduct. 
2 : 23-26 

D. Serious times m e coming. 3:l-5 

E. False teachers are to cause trouble . 3 J6—9 

F. Paul’s example and doctrine. 3:10-13 

G. Timothy urged not to forget his early training. 

3:114-17 

H. An appeal for Timothy to preach sound doctrine. 

Usi-5 

I. Paul’s work at ah end. l+:6-C 

V. Conclusion. U: ?~. 

A. Pv-ui’s loaeliiua:'. 1 , 1*:9:15 

B. Paul's trial. 1^:16-18 

C. Farewell greetings, li: 19-22 

Expanded Outline 

I. Introduction. 1:1-5* 

A, Greetings, w, 1,3b 

1. Paul calls himself ari apostle, 

2. Greets Timothy as a son, 

B, Thanksgiving aud prayer, vw. 3-5 

1. Timothy remembered in Paul's prayers constantly, 

2. He longer] to see him, 

3. His faith is the same as that of his mother, Lois, 
and grandmother, Eunice. 

B* Pastoral charge. l:6-li 

A, Exhortation to fresh zeal. 1:6,1 
1* Rekindle the gift given rf God, 

2, This gift came the laying on of hands. 

3. He should not be timid, 

B. Exhortation to courage and fortitude, 1:8-12 

1, Do not be ashamed to testify of Paul or Jcrrur;. 

2. Be willing to take your share of suffering. 
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3, Got has Cil -ed as in Jesus a c-s a; o. 

In fact we have been saved in God's purpose 
ages ago. 

5, The appearance of Jesus has brought to li;ht tais 
great truth, 

6 , Paul was appointed to preach and teach the ; ospel. 

7, He also suffered for the gospel, 

8 , He is not ashamed of it, 

9 , He has confidence in God's ability and his ill ing- 
ness to save, 

C, Christian truth to be guarded, 1:13-18.' 

1. Follow instruction leceiveb from Paul in faith ~nc love, 

2. Guard the truth intrusted to you, 

3. All in Asia have turned away from Paul including 
Phygalus and Hermogenes, 

Li, Onesiphorus remained faithful and gave Paul great 
assistance in Rome, 

5. He was a great help to the church at Ephesus, 

Hi. Devotion to his office, 2:1-13* 

A. Timothy urged to be diligent and patient in teaching. 2tl-7u 

1. Be strong in grace in Christ Jesus. 

2. Piepare others who may also witness. 

3. Take your share of suffering as a good soldier. 

I 4 , A soldier does not get entangled in civilian pursuits. 

5, An athlete must compete according to rules if he 
expects to win, 

6 , A farmer should have a share of his crops, 

7, Think about these suggestions and illustrations, 

B, The value of the resurrection, 2:8-13*<* 

1, Don't forget the gospel concerning the death and res- 
urection of Jesus Christ. 

2 , I am suffering as a criminal for this gospel, 

3* This truth, however, cannot be fettered. 

U* Paul will endure anything for the salvation of the- elect, 

5. If we suffer with him we shall receive our reward 
with him, 

IV, Fidelity to his office, 2:li* ** 

A, False teachers and their work, 

1, Avoid dispute about words. No value in this. 

2, Do what you can to present yourself approved of God, 

3» Handle the word in the right way. 

U. An example of those who have failed here are 
Hymenoeus and Philetus. 

5, They teach the resurrection has taken place in the past. 

6 , They are upsetting the faith of some, 

7, God knows who are His. Those who claim to be God's 
should depart from iniquity. 
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; : i. Two dvr c-; An the church. 2:2G-2k 

1. In every house tile - : e ore noble ano ignoble vessels. 

2. The ignoble may purify themselves. 

P. Timothy admonished concerning his personal conduct, 

2 * 23-26 

1, Shun youthful passions. 

2, Have nothing to do \dth controversies, They 
breed quarrels, 

3, Never quarrelsome but-: kind, apt to teach, 
forbearing, gentle in correction. 

It, This approach may lead them to the truth, 

D. Serious days are coming. 3:1-5 * 

1. Times of stress are corning In the last days, 

2. The following characteristics will be seen: 

Lovers of Self 
Lovers of money Abusive 

Proud Disobedient to par* nts 

Arrogant Ungrateful 

Fierce Unholy 

Haters of good Inhuman 

Treacherous Implacable 

Reckless Slanderers 

Conceited Proflii ate 

Having a form of religion 
False teachers are to cause trouble. 3*6-9* 

1. From among their own membership will arise 
these false teachers, 

2. These capture weak women with their deceits. 

3. Their work is similar to that of Jannes and 
Jamb res in the time of j-egry, 

1, The folly of these false teachers will become 
apparent, 

F« Paul’s example and doctrine, 3*10-13 1 

1, He recounts his experiences and persecutions at 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, 

2, All who desire to live godly will be persecuted. 

3, Evil men will continue from bad to worse, 

G. Timothy urged not tc forget his early training. 

3rllt-17 

1. id crashed not tc forget nis early training in 
the scriptures. 

2. These are able to instruct you for salvation, 

3. All scriptures inspired of God is profitable for: 

a. Teaching o. Correction 

b. Reproof d. Instruction in 

righteousness 

u. This will equip one for every good work, 

H, An appeal for Timothy to preach sound doctrine, 

itfl-5 

1, Paul charges Timothy by: 

a, Christ Jesus who is to judge the 
living and the dead, 

b. The appearing of Jesus and his king¬ 
dom. 

2, Tc be urgent, unfailing and patient in his preaching, 
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3 . time is cocdn when people rill not listen 

to count teaching. 

In They will prefer teachers who leach myths. 

I. Paul's work at an end. 

1. The end has come for Paul, 

2. He has been faithful to duty, 

3. ' He is now ready to die. 

In lie knows, however, that there is a reward waiting 
for him and all who are faithful. 

S'. This reward will be realized when Jesus comes. 

V, Conclusion. 

A. Paul's loneliness, 

1. He urges Timothy to come to him and bring Mar^, 

2. Demas has left him and gone to Thessalonica. 

3. Crescens has gone to Galatia, 

In Titus has gone to Dalmatia. 

5. Luke is with him. 

6. Tychicus has been sent to Ephesus. 

7. Recuests Timothy to bring cloak and books he left 
at Troas with Carpus, 

P. tarns Timothy to beware of Alexander, the Coppersmith, 
9. He is opposed to Christianity. 

B. Paul's trial., Iisl6-I8jr 

1. All deserted Paul at his first trial. 

2. The Lord helped him to proclaim the truth before 
the Gentiles, 

3. He trusts God to care for him in trouble, 

C. Farewell greetings. Ijtl8w22*. 

1, Gree tings to: Prisca, Ac.dll a, household of 
Onesiphorus. 

2, Erastus remains in Corinth. 

3, Trophimus left ill at Miletus. 

In Timothy ur- ed to join Prill before Winter* 

5. Greetings from: Eubulus, Prudens, Linus, 

Claudia and all the brethren, 

6, The Lord and grace be with you. 




